Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for July 16, 2008


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

July 16, 2008
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The July 16, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Vice Chair Kim McGrath.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Richard Gokey, Chair (arrived at 8:05PM)

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Scott Stepp

Robert Yanos

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS- PennDot announced there will be work scheduled on Monocacy Creek (7/22), River Bridge Road (7/25), and Township Line Rd (7/23).   

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the minutes of July 2, 2008. Motion passed 4-0.  

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Stepp, and passed 3-1 with Mr. Yanos opposed to approve the following disbursements:




Disbursements:
$126,424.64 General Fund




$  12,897.53 Sewer Fund

$  86,716.00 EDU Fund

$    3,658.47 Liquid Fuels 

$229,696.64 Total  

The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s Report for June was presented to the Board. 

FIRE COMPANY’S REPORT 

Amity Fire Company reported that they were going to Myrtle Beach next week to pick up the new truck. Their existing rescue truck was being advertised for sale. They are working with the Villa at Morlatton on fire prevention.
PLANNING AND ZONING

Villa at Morlatton -Mr. Elliot, representing the Villa at Morlatton was requesting conditional final approval for the assisted living facility plan. They needed E & S approval from the Conservancy District and an HOP from PennDot. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to grant final approval conditioned upon receipt of the above mentioned items. Motion passed 4-0. 
Act 209 Committee  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to reconvene the Act 209 committee. Mr. Boland stated that new members could be substituted if some existing members could not serve. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos suggested that the first meeting be held at the Planning Commission meeting. 

Monocacy Elementary Escrow Release Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the escrow release per LTL’s recommendation. Motion passed 4-0. 

Mr. Yanos pointed out to the Board that Reading Hospital had submitted a nice plan to the Township. 

EDAC 
Matt Ferdock of the EDAC reported on the group’s activities. He stated that they had discussed hiring a professional marketing group to develop materials to promote Amity Township. Mr. Weller expressed his appreciation for all the work the group had done. 
EAC   The July meeting had been postponed so there was no report from the group. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Recreation Fees  Mr. Boland stated that he didn’t think that the Board could waive the fees for commercial developments. He felt Amity’s formula was well thought out. Mr. Yanos was concerned that the fees would discourage businesses from coming to Amity. Mr. Boland stated that if there was a rational basis the fees could be waived on a case by case basis, but he was concerned about a blanket waiver for commercial. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to authorize Kozloff Stoudt to amend the ordinance to reflect keeping the formula for establishing the recreation fees the same but to change the value of an acre of land to $75,000 as per Doug Harings appraisal. Motion passed 4-0.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Union Township Intermunicipal Agreement Mr. Boland stated that he had received a black lined copy of the agreement from Union Township. Part of the agreement is that Union needs to adopt a sewer use ordinance the same as or similar to Amity’s. Since Union has a municipal authority, they wish to adopt the ordinance in two parts, one half by the Township, the other half by the municipal authority. When that is adopted the agreement can move forward. 

Ag Security Area  Mr. Boland presented a resolution for adoption in August to add the Bertagna, McGrath and Shirey properties to the Ag Security Area. Mr. Yanos pointed out that the policy had been that properties in the Ag Security Area could not be subdivided and he noticed that Bertagna’s property was being tested for future subdivision. Mr. Boland stated he would send a letter to the family informing them of the policy. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Mr. Weber reported that the curbing was complete on the east side of Maplewood, the west side would begin next week. When the curbing is complete the roadwork will begin. He stated he had received a plot plan from the County to use in figuring frontage footages for assessments. 

Mr. Weber stated that the developer for Sunset Knoll is preparing to apply the final wearing course on the roads. 

NEW BUSINESS

Approval to Advertise for WWTP Laborer   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the advertising to hire a WWTP laborer with CDL license. Motion passed 4-0. 

Change Order Tollgate Road Realignment  Additional work was necessitated for stormwater management, McMahon presented a change order for the design of the plan. Mr. Yanos asked if this work could be coordinated with the development of the Reading Hospital project. Mr. Weber stated that coordinating the stormwater systems was discussed with the developer, but he felt the timing may be a problem. Mr. Yanos moved to table the issue. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager will talk to Mr. Mable of the hospital about the project. 
Planning Modules for Vista at Riverside  Mrs. McGrath moved to approve the planning module contingent upon the conditions in Arro’s letter. Mr. Weller seconded. Motion passed 5-0. 

Auditor’s Proposal  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the proposal by Long and Barrell and authorize the advertising of the annual audit to be performed by the appointed auditors. Motion passed 5-0. 

Conditional Use Hearing – Janet Farley  The hearing was scheduled for 6PM on August 20th. Mr. Boland will contact the attorneys for JP Mascaro to get suitable dates for their hearing. 

Code Enforcement Appendices  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to send the ordinance to Labor and Industry for their review. Motion passed 5-0. 

Time Extension Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve change orders for Barry Hoffman and Aqua Net for 30 day time extension for Pump Station 2 modifications with no additional cost. Motion passed 5-0. 
Repairs Code Enforcement Vehicle  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the brake repair for the code enforcement vehicle at a cost of $634.50. Motion passed 5-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager Mr. Lyon  reported that the code enforcement officer will issue certifications of postings for the HC zoning amendment.  The Manager reported that there had been some calls regarding spraying from a helicopter. Apparently, some farmers were spraying fungicide on corn. Calls are to be referred to the Department of Agriculture. It was the consensus of the Board that Jack Thompson would not be appointed as emergency management coordinator. 

 

Chief of Police  Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve sending Officer Huntsinger to Camp Cadet provide no overtime is accrued by him or anyone else. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager stated that the Chief was not feeling well and was in the hospital. 
Supervisors-none
PUBLIC COMMENT

Donna Reider of the Boone Area Library asked to meet with the Board to discuss their financial troubles. Mr. Gokey pointed out that he had offered to meet with the director of the library in the daytime, but it was difficult for him to meet in the evening. He also stated he was in favor of raising the contributions to the library next year. Ms. Reider also thanked the Board for having 10 Terry Court mowed. She asked about burning in the Township. She said one of her neighbors is burning trash. The Manager stated the code enforcement officer would look into it. 
Dennis Eidell asked how much was owed on the Park. The Manager replied about $2 million. 

Mae Ann Rehrer stated that there would be a Forest Stewardship meeting on Thursday. She asked if the Manager could come to their meeting in August to discuss maintenance on Monocacy Hill. 

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel issues at 8:58PM on motion by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Stepp, and duly passed. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

