AMITY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

    REGULAR MEETING                   
August 13, 2008; 7:00 P.M.


The Regular Meeting of the Amity Township Planning Commission was held at the Amity Township Municipal Building located at 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, and PA.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Joseph Hayik at 7:00 P.M. with a salute to the flag.  The following people were in attendance:

Commission

Joseph Hayik, Chairman

George Ferensick

Neal Fisher

Paul Weller

Staff
Mr. Brian Boland, Kozloff Stoudt, Solicitor

Mr. John Weber, LTL Consultants, Engineer

Mr. Charles Lyon, Amity Township Manager 

Kathie Benson, Planning Secretary

Paul Weller moved, Neal Fisher seconded to approve the minutes of the April 23, 2008 Workshop meeting. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Neal Fisher moved, Paul Weller seconded to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2008 Regular meeting. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Denicco,Body,Kutz Subdivision-Heritage Homes

Original submission in accordance with settlement agreement
Nothing to report at this time.  

Reserve at Golf Ridge(formerly Monocacy Tract) - Heritage Builders 

Original submission in accordance with settlement agreement
Nothing to report at this time.
Schmale Farm-Preliminary Plan-Bursich Associates-Route 662 & Pine Forge Road-118 Acre-223 Single Home Lot Subdivision


Original Submission 09.13.06; expires 12.20.06


Extension #1 approved 12.20.06: expires 04.19.07


Extension #2 approved 04.17.07: expires 08.07.07


Extension #3 approved 07.11.07; expires 11.07.07


Extension #4 approved 11.20.07; expires 02.20.08


Extension #5 approved 02.16.08; expires 05.21.08


Extension #6 approved 05.21.08; expires 08.20.08
Neal Fisher moved, George Ferensick seconded by to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant the 90-Day extension request. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Joseph Hayik moved, George Ferensick seconded to write a letter to the applicant and advise this to be the last extension granted unless they appear and advise the Planning Commission of their intentions to this plan. This has been in the review process within the Planning Commission for two years. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Blacksmith Subdivision-Preliminary Plan-Bursich Assoc-Ralph Yocum-13 Lots

Original Submission 07.11.07; expires 10.09.07

Extension #1 approved 10.16.07; expires 02.16.08

Extension #2 approved 02.16.08; expires 05.21.08


Extension #3 approved 05.21.08; expires 08.20.08
Paul Weller moved, Neal Fisher seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant the 90-Day extension request. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller – yes

Jana Eppiheimer, Bursich Associates advised they are continuing to review the improvements with Penn Dot.

Hearthstone at Amity-Greth Development Group-Walter Greth-78 Bed Personal Care Facility/ Route 662-Preliminary Plan


Original Submission 02.13.08; expires 05.21.08


Extension # 1 approved 05.21.08; expires 08.20.08

It was reported the Board of Supervisors gave Conditional Preliminary Approval of this plan at their August 06, 2008 meeting to allow Mr. Greth to begin site preparations. Neal Fisher moved, George Ferensick seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant waivers to: 

1. Part 3, Section 307 and allow the plan as a Preliminary/Final submission.

2. Part 4, Section 402(a)(1) and Section 403(a)(1) and allow the plan and profiles to be drawn at 1/50 scale as opposed to 1/30 scale for a more clearer and legible plan.

3. Part 5, Section 507(a)(3) vertical curbs to be installed as drawn on the plan and pavers to be used at the rear of the building to achieve the 20 foot driveway width.

4. Section 517(j) and allow Arborvitae be used as a plant material. 

And Approve this plan contingent upon the Board of Supervisors approval of Financial Security and Improvements Agreements and the Stormwater Control and BMP’s executed. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

American Crane-Land Development-Preliminary Plan-Bursich Associates


Original Submission 11.14.07; expires 02.20.08


Extension #1 approved 02.26.08; expires 05.21.08


Extension #2 approved 05.21.08; expires 08.20.08

Mr. David Hope thanked Mr. Lyon for all his help in securing Pennsylvania American Water settling with American Crane for the purchase of a small portion of their property. Paul Weller moved, Neal Fisher seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant the 90-Day extension request. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

I & G Douglassville, LLC- Corrado Iacovella-Commercial Subdivision-YMCA-Southeast Corner Route 422 & Monocacy Creek Road-Final 


Original Submission 11.14.07; expires 02.16.08

Extension #1 approved 02.16.08; expires 05.21.08

Extension #2 approved 05.21.08; expires 08.20.08

Neal Fisher moved, Paul Weller seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant the 90-Day extension request. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Amity Self Storage Westbound Site-David Fisher-Joseph Body-Preliminary Plan

Original Submission 03.12.08; expires 06.18.08


Extension #1 approved 06.18.08; expires 09.17.08

Nothing at this time.

Bernett/Gordon-John Hoffert, Eng-Annexation 

Paul Weller moved, Neal Fisher seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s approve this annexation plan. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Reading Hospital & Medical Center-Sketch Plan-Stackhouse Bensinger-Old Swede Road & Toll Gate Roads-Ambulatory Facility

Nothing at this time.

MPS Auto Repair-Towing 108 Ben Franklin Highway-Sketch Plan-Maciej Witek 

Mr. Scott Miller, Stackhouse Bensinger, Inc presented the plan, as Mr. Witek would like to build an Auto Repair and Body shop at this location. Towing of vehicles may be a possibility as well. At this time the Planning Commission has no objection the use and feels any site debris and stacking as well as tree and buffering requirements will be addressed during the review process. The Planning Commission also recommends to proceed to the next step and apply for a Special Exception Hearing.
Zoning

Conditional Use Application

1. Janet Farley-27 Pine Forge Rd-In Home Greenhouse

Neal Fisher moved and George Ferensick seconded to ask the Board of Supervisors extend this hearing and request additional information to make a more informed decision. Motion carried 3-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - Abstain
2. J P Mascaro-Pagoda Motorcycle Club-Ben Franklin Highway East

Mr. Boland advised his firm is not representing the Township for this application. The Board of Supervisors to represent the township has hired Mr. Terry Parish. Neal Fisher questioned if this plan was in line with the commercial zoning the township just adopted. Neal Fisher moved George Ferensick seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisors and Mr. Terry Parish counsel review the application to determine if this is truly a Conditional Use or is a Zoning Variance required. Motion carried 3-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - Abstain
Special Exception

1. Liberty Towers-125 Hill Rd-Douglassville-Erect a 150’ wireless tower

The applicant has requested the Planning Commission review this application at their next meeting prior to the Zoning Hearing. They would like to attend to present the plan and answer any questions. 

2. Keith Kennell-211 Briarwood Dr-to encroach the setback lines to build a two car garage


Paul Weller moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to make no recommendation to this application due to incorrect information. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

The Planning Commission would like to know what portions of the property is existing and what they propose as new.

3. Mark Boyce-104 Aviemore Lane-to encroach the setback lines and build a Garage

Paul Weller moved, George Ferensick seconded to recommend the Zoning Hearing Board approve this application. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

OTHER ITEMS

ORDINANCE REVIEW

Adjourn

Paul Weller moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to adjourn the meeting at 8:40PM. Motion carried 4-0.

George Ferensick - yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Joseph Hayik - yes

Paul Weller - yes

Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Benson

Planning Secretary
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