Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for January 16, 2008

Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

January 16, 2008
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The January 16, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the St. Paul’s UCC, Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:04 PM by Chairman  Richard Gokey.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Richard Gokey, 

Kim McGrath

Robert Yanos

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Noel Roy, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS The Forest Stewardship Committee will hold its meeting on January 17 at 7PM in the Municipal Building. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of January 7, 2008. Motion passed 3-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Weller, and passed 3-0 to approve the following disbursements:




Disbursements:
$  11,549.13
General Fund




$  16,809.85
Sewer Fund

$  28,358.98 
Total 

The Treasurer’s report and Tax Collector’s report for December were presented to the Board. 
FIRE COMPANY REPORT  none
PLANNING AND ZONING

1. Escrow Release Woods Edge #6  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the escrow release per LTL’s letter. Motion passed 3-0. 
2. American Crane Annexation Plan  Mr. Weber reported that the Planning Commission had recommended approval of the annexation plan. Mr. Weber stated everything was in order. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the annexation plan. Motion passed 3-0. 
3. American Crane Land Development Plan – Because of time constraints, a building permit was issued and footers were poured for the bay 3 expansion. The owner requested to proceed with the building before the land development plan could be approved. They offered that the occupancy permit could be withheld until the plan was finally approved. Mr. Weber stated that the owner could build the Bay 3 without the development plan. Mr. Boland suggested that American Crane remove references to Bay 4 and submit the plan to Steve Loomis for a building permit. Mr. Yanos stated that if a problem should arise, he was willing to call a special meeting to resolve any issues. He stated he wished to keep business in Amity. 
4. Code Enforcement Report. Mr. Gokey asked if the violation letters for the SMO had been sent. The Manager replied that he needed to review them first. 

EDAC Bob Elsas reported that the EDAC had held their reorganization meeting. He was elected Chair, Blair Gilbert was elected Vice Chair, and Matt Ferdock was elected Secretary. Mr. Elsas reported that Tom Mckeon, from the Berks County Industrial Development Authority, had given a presentation to the Council. The group had discussed development in the area of 422 at the east end of the Township. The EDAC planned to approach Douglass Township to inquire if there was interest in a joint partnership in development in that area. Mr. Gokey stated that there may be funding available to help develop the project. Mr. Elsas reported on the Sovereign Bank Economic Outlook meeting he had attended. Generally, the economists had presented a good outlook for Berks County. Mr. Yanos stated that he was disappointed that many stores had plans to open in a new center in Exeter Township. Mr. Elsas stated that it was difficult to attract businesses because Amity is in the middle of two centers, Pottstown and Reading. The Manager stated he would be attending the RATS meeting to participate in the R-6 extension discussion. Mr. Yanos stated that he felt more people would move to Berks if there was a successful rail system. Mr. Gokey stated that there were three upcoming economic development seminars that he was planning on attending. Mr. Yanos stated that there would be a seminar on cooperation between municipalities and school districts soon. He felt a member of the staff should attend. 
EAC Mr. Lyon presented the EAC’s mission statement to the Board for their review. He also presented a letter that would be sent to the EAC and EDAC clarifying their roles in the land development process. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to send the letter to the respective Councils. Motion passed 3-0. Mr. Boland stated that the Board may want to review and revise the respective bylaws as the groups evolve. 
RECREATION BOARD Mr. Yanos  reported that there was some bamboo growing on Blacksmith Road along the Manatawny Creek. He stated that he was not sure how the Forest Stewardship Committee would feel about other areas in the Township, but it would be better to deal with this invasive now rather than in five years when it was out of control. He thought maybe representatives from the Forestry Committee could meet with the property owner. Mr. Gokey brought up the Emerald Ash Borer and felt the Forestry Committee should discuss the approaching problem. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Weavertown Traffic Study Mr. Weber stated he was asked to look at additional accidents in the Weavertown area to see if a 25 MPH speed limit was warranted. Mr. Weber stated he did not feel lowering the speed limit was warranted. Mr. Weller stated he felt speeding along Weavertown Road was an enforcement issue. Mr. Yanos stated he also felt the inadequate bridges on the road were a problem. He stated he would like the Board to be proactive and get started on improving those bridges to improve safety.  The Manager stated that the Meetinghouse Road Bridge was submitted to the Reading Area Transportation 12 year project list.  Mr. Yanos stated he would also like to see more speed enforcement on Weavertown Road. He stated there was also a sight distance issue at the intersection of Weavertown Road. and Amity Park Road. He stated he hoped that when development goes in there the intersection would be improved. 
Fire Marshal Training Request  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the request. Motion passed 3-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
None
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Weber reported that the maintenance agreement for Pleasant Meadows expires in mid-February. He had some repairs that needed to be done and the developer had assured him that they would be completed before the agreement expired. 

Mr. Weber reported that another draft of the new Zoning amendment would be sent out by the end of the week. It would also be discussed at the upcoming Planning Commission Workshop. 
Mr. Weber stated that he would be proceeding with the storm water management ordinance amendment.

NEW BUSINESS

Execution of Liquid Fuels Annual Report.  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to execute the annual report.  Motion passed 3-0. 

Highmeadows Intersection Lights Resolutions    Tabled.
Approval for Code Clerk to Attend BCBCA Meetings Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to allow the Code Clerk to attend the meetings with Mr. Loomis or alone. Motion passed 3-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to appoint Mr. Loomis as co-code enforcement officer with LTL Consultants for 2008. Motion passed 3-0. 
License Committee Representatives Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to reappoint Harold Boyer for 2008. Motion passed 3-0. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to appoint Robert Yanos as the second representative to the License Committee for 2008. Motion passed 3-0. 

GIS Training Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the GIS training for the Secretary. Motion passed 3-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  The manager reported that there would be a Land Use Seminar on March 1, cost is $60.  Mr. Lyon reported that the Tennessee Pipe line would affect a small part of Amity Township near Meetinghouse Road north to Oley Township. The Manager stated that the elected Auditor’s meeting had gone well. Saint Paul’s UCC had requested a final close out of their project. The Manager was authorized to call Mrs. McGrath and Mr. Stepp to get their approval to authorize the release of their escrow money. Mr. Boland stated he would review the issue regarding escrowed monies for an old assessment of the Yanos farm along Old Swede Road. 
Chief of Police  The Chief reported that the grant for $13050  to be used for equipment had been received from DCED. Amity Officers had responded to the incident at Antietam High School. Mr. Yanos asked if the officers have been through Amity schools. The Chief had reported that they had and that they plan to practice in the schools during the summer. The police are working on evacuation plans and bomb scare tactics with school personnel. The Chief reported that Officers Gauby and Huntsinger responded to a home and resuscitated a woman using the AED. A suspicious package was investigated in Amity Gardens. ATF and County Emergency Management and Amity Police responded. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve “Close Quarters Combat” training for Officers Huntsinger and Oesterling. Cost is $780 and lodging and meals. Motion passed 3-0.

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the slate of Fire Police for Amity and Monarch Fire Companies. Motion passed 3-0. 

Supervisors  Mr. Yanos stated that he felt the Township should have approached Flately and Greystone developers after the TAD was passed to see if their plans for age-restricted development could be resurrected. Mr. Gokey suggested the Manager send them a letter. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Boland stated that he would be working on dates for the Blacksmith Subdivision conditional use hearing. The Manager reported that the Tollgate realignment project was still waiting on the HOP from PennDot before submitting the environmentals. Mr. Gokey asked that discussion for the Sewage Treatment Plant future expansion be put on the next agenda. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The meeting was adjourned to executive session to discuss police personnel issues at 9:05PM  on motion by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Weller, and duly passed. 

Mrs. McGrath arrived at 9:20PM

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting reconvened at 10:08PM. No further action was taken. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adjourn. Motion passed 4-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer







