Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for March 19, 2008


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

March 19, 2008
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The March 19, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Richard Gokey.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Richard Gokey, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Scott Stepp

Robert Yanos

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Noel Roy, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Lisa Jokiel of Geiger Road stated that the Board should leave Monocacy Hill untouched for successive generations. 
MINUTES  

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of March 5, 2008. Motion passed 4-0.  

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Weller, and passed 4-0 to approve the following disbursements:




Disbursements:
$    86,521.24 General Fund




$    17,635.35 Sewer Fund

$         598.00 Recreation

$    15,485.91 Liquid Fuels 

$  120,240.50 Total


The Treasurer’s Report and Tax Collector’s Report for February was presented to the Board. 

FIRE COMPANY REPORT  Monarch Fire Company reported they responded to 44 calls, 36 were in Amity. Chief Gabel reported that their paid driver had resigned and they were in the process of hiring a new person. Amity Fire Company reported that they were attempting to purchase a rescue pumper from the municipal bid list online. The company would be applying for FEMA grants and low interest loans to pay for it. The carnival is on track with sponsors for the fireworks and band. It will be held May 7 through 10. Insurance certificates would be forwarded to the Township office when received. The company invited the Supervisors to the opening night ribbon cutting ceremony. 

PLANNING AND ZONING
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the 90-day extension for Arbour Green. Motion passed 5-0. 
EDAC Bob Elsas presented a schedule of work for the EDAC. Mr. Elsas stated that the group was researching the fee-in-lieu study to see what other townships do. He suggested that perhaps the fee could be waived for commercial enterprises. He stated that the Vice Chair had attended the 422 Corridor Study meeting and will ask for topics concerning economic development to be put on the agenda. Mr. Elsas talked about perhaps rezoning and widening along Limekiln Road for additional LI zoning. His group was looking at total tax revenue projections and would report back with their results. 
EAC The radon project was almost completed. The County would be distributing the radon brochure designed by the group. The EAC had requested to add three additional non-voting members, Sydney Kehoe, Brian Miller and Robert Hoeveler. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the appointments. Motion passed 5-0. 
RECREATION BOARD The Manager stated that the DYBA would like to replace the sheds at Myron Wheeler and Lake Drive. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to waive the fees for permits for the sheds. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos was concerned about the cement blocks used to retain the diamondtex. The Manager stated that the wall would be inspected. Mr. Gokey announced that the Township had received Lance Willard’s resignation. He asked that a letter thanking him for his service be sent from the Board. Mr. Yanos suggested an announcement that the Township was looking for volunteers to serve be placed on the sign and on the website. 
FOREST STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE Risa Marmontello presented a PowerPoint presentation on the Monocacy Hill Recreation Area. The area was acquired in 1967 and includes 5 miles of trails. The Monocacy Hill Conservation Association has been taking care of the hill for the past 10 years. They sponsor trail improvement projects and fitness hikes and bird walks. The first phase of the committee’s work was to develop goals based on scientific information and public input. Ms. Marmontello stated that the Hill’s primary problem was invasive plants. Two hundred sixty three public input surveys were received. 71% of the responses did not think logging should be considered. Most people wanted the hill for walking and hiking. The goals presented included preserving the mountain aesthetics to provide a unique recreation area; to maintain the health of the Monocacy Hill watershed and biodiversity; and plan for the safety of the environment and those that come to enjoy it. Mrs. Marmontello stated that the goals were being finalized and would be presented to the Board. Mr. Gokey was concerned that the cost to maintain the hill was being considered by the group. Mr. Stepp suggested that a scout camp could be developed on the hill. He said the scouts could help with maintenance. Helen Brower pointed out that there was no water available. Mr. Stepp stated that the scouts usually brought their water. Bob Elsas suggested that an area in the LI zone near the river could be developed commercially as well. Mr. Boland pointed out that if the Township were to allow the scouts to camp then the Township must allow anyone to camp. 
CODE ENFORCEMENT The report for February was presented to the Board. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Ordinance 242- Cable Franchise with agreement   Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to adopt Ordinance 242.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Ordinance 243 – Stormwater Management Revision  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to adopt Ordinance 243. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Arbour Green Sewer Assessment Mr. Robert. R. Yanos excused himself from the discussion. Mr. Boland stated he would have more information at the next meeting. 

County Emergency Response Team Ordinance  Mr. Boland requested authorization to advertise the Ordinance. There was discussion regarding the fees and costs involved with being a part of the group. Mr. Boland stated he would review the budget figures and report back. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT  Mr. Weber reported the bid specs were prepared for Maplewood Drive with a bid opening date of April 11. Mr. Weber stated the HC zoning amendment was being prepared with the added provision for assisted living/retirement community as a permitted use. It would be reviewed by the Planning Commission.

NEW BUSINESS

Oley Township Return of EDUs   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to accept the letter from Oley Township rescinding their 25 EDUs. Motion passed 5-0. 

County Support Letter for County wide Police Study   The Chief explained that the study was for the County to assess how they interact with other agencies. It would be and inventory of manpower and assets so resources could be shared. There would be no cost to the Township. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to execute the support letter.  Motion passed 5-0.

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  Mr. Lyon reported that he had received the resignation of Kevin Neiswender, emergency management coordinator. He stated that Derrick Nestor, assistant EMC would be willing to assume the position. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to accept Kevin Neiswender’s letter of resignation with regret. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Gokey asked that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr. Neiswender and Mr. Williard.  Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to appoint Derrick Nestor as emergency management coordinator for 2008. Motion passed 5-0. 
The “odor eaters” had been installed in the manholes at Bieber Lane and 662. PennDot will allow the Township to cut into 662 for the repair instead of boring. Mr. Yanos stated he didn’t want to spend money on making repairs in this line until the Township knew what Heritage was going to do with their line. 
Mr. Lyon stated that he and Mr. Gokey had met with several property owners regarding rights-of-way for the Monocacy Creek Interceptor. 

The manager stated he had received several good responses regarding the Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study group. 

Mr. Lyon reported that he would have final cost estimates for the Tollgate realignment for the next meeting. 

The manager presented his year-end financial analysis for 2007 to the Board. 

Chief of Police  Mr. Yanos stated that he felt the police should have been at the intersection of Old Airport Road and 422 because the traffic lights were out. 
Supervisors Mr. Weller stated that the ambulance service had been relocated to the Fisher Storage property. Mr. Gokey stated that at the last meeting there had been concerned citizens of the Valley Road area present. At that meeting he had stated that the proposed retirement/assisted care plan was only a concept plan. He stated that as a Board, they were in favor of age restricted housing and were working on an ordinance that would allow that use in the area. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Risa Marmontello asked about the different proposed age-restricted ordinances. Mr. Boland stated that there were potentially three new ordinances: the existing TAD ordinance; a general over 55 age-restricted ordinance; an ordinance that would allow a facility that has common ownership that one would buy a share; and a revision to the HC zone that would allow continuing care facilities such as Phoebe in Wernersville. Ms. Marmontello asked if it were possible to have different rec fees for residential and commercial properties. Mr. Weller stated that the Board was looking at that. 
Gene Hafer stated it seemed like there were more accidents at the Tollgate Road and 662 intersection since the house was removed. 

Lisa Jokiel asked when the Geiger Road Bridge would be reopened. The manager replied that the repair had been cut from the budget, the engineering was nearly completed, but the project had been stopped. Mr. Yanos stated he would be willing, at budget time, to propose raising taxes to build the bridge. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned to executive session to discuss personnel and police issues at 9:50PM on motion by Mr. Stepp, seconded by Mr. Weller, and duly passed. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

