Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for September 3, 2008


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

September 3, 2008
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The September 3, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Township Municipal Building on Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chair Richard Gokey.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Richard Gokey, Chair 

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Scott Stepp

Robert Yanos

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager
JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS Mr. Gokey announced that Community Days would be held Friday, Saturday and Sunday from 5PM to 10PM with fireworks on Sunday, weather permitting. The Hay Creek Festival would be held this weekend from 10AM to 5PM at Joanna Furnace. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the minutes of August 20, 2008. Motion passed 5-0.  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of August 27, 2008. Motion passed 4-0-1. Mr. Stepp abstained. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the minutes of August 28, 2008. Motion passed 4-0-1. Mr. Stepp abstained. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Yanos, and passed 5-0 to approve the following disbursements:





$  35,714.32 General Fund




$  20,955.92 Sewer Fund

$    2,020.82 Traffic Impact North Fund

$    4,422.28 Liquid Fuels 

$  63,113.34 Total  

PLANNING COMMISSION 

None

RECREATION BOARD

Included with the Manager’s Report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT 
The code enforcement report for August was submitted to the Board for review. Mr. Yanos stated that mowing complaints should be forwarded to the code enforcement officer. Mrs. McGrath suggested that the road department or police should notify the code enforcement department if they notice violations. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Amity Community Park Pump Repair    Mr. Lyon reported that the pump had been repaired and everything was working well. Mr. Yanos suggested that the school be contacted to see if they would share in the cost of the repair. 
EMS Tax  The Treasurer explained the changes in the EMS tax per Berks EIT. Projected revenues would fall short approximately $60,000. Mr. Lyon suggested Berks EIT run cross checks of completed forms with exemptions filed. Mr. Yanos suggested that the staff look at the budget with regards to the EMS tax and the fire companies. Mrs. McGrath stated she had already talked to the fire companies about curtailing their budgets if possible. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland stated that the age-restricted ordinance and the commercial retirement community ordinance were ready for adoption on October 1. 
NEW BUSINESS

Southern Berks EMS   George Mang, regional director of Southern Berks EMS and Bradley Silcox of Southern Berks EMS were present to explain their financial situation. They had been housed at Premier Medical offices for 1 year at no cost. They have since moved to a trailer at Fisher Self Storage. They respond to about 65 calls in Amity Township per month. They now are available 12 hours a day, seven days a week. They are planning to have 24 hour coverage next year. They asked the Board for $850 a month to be budgeted for next year. Mrs. McGrath asked how many calls were transferred. Mr. Mang stated that about 90% of calls were transferred. Mr. Gokey asked about private donations. Mr. Mang explained that they have a membership program and annual fund drive. Mr. Yanos stated that it is the Township’s responsibility to provide this service. There was discussion about alternative locations to house the ambulance service. 
Snow Plowing Bids The Manager reported that there were no bidders and asked to advertise a second time. He stated that if the Township receives no bids the second time then he can negotiate with a vendor for the service. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to advertise for snow plowing in the Pottstown Mercury. Motion passed 5-0. 
Zoning Hearing Board Recommendation – Konnell  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to make no recommendation to the Zoning Hearing Board regarding this request. Mr. Gokey stated he would abstain since he was contacted to build the garage the applicant was requesting. Motion passed 4-0-1. Mr. Gokey abstained. 

Zoning Hearing Board Recommendation – Liberty Towers  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to make no recommendation to the Zoning Hearing Board. Mr. Yanos stated that applications such as this that require technical advice should be heard before the Board of Supervisors instead of the Zoning Hearing Board. Heidi Fisher asked if the service could co-locate on the water tower at Greenbriar. Motion passed 5-0. 

Zoning Board Recommendation – Fisher Storage  Mr. Boland stated that the issue before the Zoning Hearing Board is the lack of frontage on a public street. Access to the property is by a right-of-way easement through Stanley Mauger’s property. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to recommend the Zoning Hearing Board grant the request with the condition of a 24’ paved cartway and to be used for a storage shed business and not an auxiliary business that would create more traffic and prohibit parking on the street. The Manager, when asked, stated he didn’t think it was sound planning to allow another business on a private road and asked how no parking on a private road was going to be enforced. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Gokey opposed. 
Facility Use Approval – Halloween Parade  Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to grant approval for the Optimist Club to have their Halloween parade. Motion passed 5-0. 

2009 MMO Pension Plans Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the MMO for the municipal employees for 2009. Motion passed 5-0. The Police Pension MMO was tabled. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager Mr. Lyon  reported on the repairs of the Amity Community Park well problem. Mr. Weller stated that Gene Hafer was told the well was 375’ deep and sized the pump for that deep of a well. The Manager stated the well was 325’ deep and the pump is set at 212’ deep. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to hire Michael Frampton for the basketball program at $10 per hour. Motion passed 5-0. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the Tollgate project was moving forward. He will meet with Mr. Boland to go over the construction easements. 

The Manager reported that Maplewood Drive paving project was finished. Mr. Gokey stated that there were some sections of sidewalk that should be replaced. Mr. Stepp asked why the damaged curb was not being replaced as voted on at the last meeting. Mr. Gokey explained that to replace the curb would take weeks and the contractor was willing to give the Township a five year warranty on the patching material. The Manager stated that the entire asphalt overlay may be subject to the escalator clause if the Township did not reach a resolution quickly.  Mr. Yanos asked why the language in the contract favors the contractor. Mr. Boland explained that the work must be done to industry standard. Mrs. McGrath suggested that the language in future contracts be changed in favor of the Township. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to rescind the resolution to have the contractor replace the damaged curbing. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Stepp opposed. 
Mr. Lyon reported that he had received approval of the RFP and scope of work from the DCNR for the Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study. 

The Manager explained that he had a communication from a teacher at the Intermediate School regarding recycling. He communicated that he knew that the EAC was working on a recycling project with the schools but didn’t know the status of the project. He suggested that the other Boards and Councils communicate better with staff. 

Mr. Lyon stated that the Union Township Intermunicipal agreement was finished and were waiting for the Union Township Municipal Authority to act. 

The Manager reported that he had received responses from the Act 209 members. Most indicated that they would participate. They are scheduled to meet at the next Planning Commission meeting. 

Mr. Lyon reported that many heavy trucks are turning and traveling on Postal Road and Maplewood Drive to avoid  the construction area. He suggested a possible restriction of truck traffic. Mr. Yanos stated that there would have to be an engineering reason to restrict traffic. Mr. Boland stated he would have Mr. Weber look at it. Mr. Stepp stated that the paving at 422 and Maplewood is breaking up as well. 

The Manager reported that Mr. Sassaman will be at the next meeting to discuss the Act 537 refresh. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the sewer rehab project was almost completed. 

Mr. Stepp moved to approve the payment to the Historic Preservation Trust. Motion died for lack of a second. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the Rec Board requested to send David Rathgeb to the PRPS trail summit conference. No action was taken. 
The Manager reported that the Rec Board requested that the $12,500 for the Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study be encumbered for 2009. 

Mr. Lyon reported that he, Butch Boyer from the License Committee and members of the school district attended an emergency meeting regarding motorized vehicles in the Park. Complaints had been received regarding vehicles being parked on the fields, driving on the walking paths and noise resulting from a PA system from Blazer Midget Football. It was the consensus of the Board to prohibit all motor vehicles, except authorized and emergency vehicles from the Park. Mr. Yanos suggested that starting September 3, warnings be given to violators for 30 days. After that, fines should be imposed. He also suggested that the open space at Old Airport and Morlatton Roads could be used for a dog walking area. 

Mr. Lyon reported that Douglass Village in Douglass Township was interested in recycling with Amity Township. The Manager will find out how much waste is anticipated. 

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Solicitor to exercise the Township’s rights in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy of Semcrude LP. Motion passed 5-0. 

Chief of Police  Chief Roy reported that the Smooth Operator Program will start soon. They will be painting lines on Maplewood Drive. The Chief requested to send Officers Huntsinger and Smith to a “Practical Aspects of Fire Scene Investigation” seminar. No action was taken. 
Supervisors-Mr. Gokey reminded the Board of the responsibility of being a Supervisor and putting in the necessary time to do the job.  Mr. Stepp stated he puts in a lot of time for the Board. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Michael Houge of 100 Penns Lane asked about the hours for the new Dunkin Donuts. Osvaldo Betancourt of 102 Penns Lane stated he was concerned about the number of cars going through the drive thru. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel issues and possible land acquisition at 9:58pm on motion by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mrs. McGrath, and duly passed. No further action was taken.
Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

