Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for September 17, 2008


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

September 17, 2008
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The September 17, 2008 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Township Municipal Building on Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chair Richard Gokey.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Richard Gokey, Chair 

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Scott Stepp

Robert Yanos

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager
JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of September 3, 2008. Motion passed 5-0.  

FINANCE

Mr. Yanos questioned the expense for lunches by the Police. Mr. Weller questioned the expense for the conditional use hearing. He asked if any expense was reimbursable. The Manager suggested ways to reduce expenses. Mr. Yanos stated he felt the Zoning Hearing Board grants anything that is not a true hardship. Mr. Stepp stated that the Board of Supervisors appoints the members of the Zoning Hearing Board. Moved by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Stepp, and passed 5-0 to approve the following disbursements:






$104,001.48 General Fund




$  19,696.97 Sewer Fund

$  16,903.42 Liquid Fuels 

$140,601.87 Total  
FIRE COMPANIES 

Amity Fire Company reported that the new rescue truck was being painted. 

Robert Klein of Monarch Fire Company reported that he wanted to clarify that Southern Berks Ambulance was offered a bay during inclement weather only. Mr. Stepp brought up for discussion that during the safety meeting it was let known that Amity Fire Company was called out during emergencies 80% of the time because Southern Berks was out of the area. If the Township should decide to give Southern Berks more money than perhaps there should be a contract with them. Mr. Stepp stated he believed that the Township has a false sense of security because the ambulance is located in Amity. Chief Richter stated that the Township determines the run cards. Mr. Gokey stated that the Villa at Morlatton is interested in housing the ambulance service. 
SEWER ENGINEER –ARRO CONSULTING 

Mike Sassaman presented his report updating various projects in the Township. He stated that the DEP had approved the task activity report for the Act 537 Update. The Township should be reimbursed 50% of the cost for the update. His firm is now gathering data and the Board should be able to review by June 2009. 
The Sewer Rehab project is now complete. 
Mr. Sassaman reported that the Township did set aside 150 EDUs for Commercial/Industrial development. He stated he should review the new zone and it can be included in the new 537 plan or the Township can reserve some more EDUs for the potential zone. Mr. Yanos asked if the new Monocacy Interceptor line is big enough to service that area. Mr. Sassaman stated he thought it was. Mr. Gokey suggested that a 12” line be run to the trailer park instead of a 10” line. The Manager suggested looking at the feasibility of connecting the area of “Koch’s Farm” to the interceptor. Mr. Yanos stated he didn’t want commercial developers to be told there is no sewer capacity. The Manager thanked Mr. Sassaman for working so hard for Amity Township. 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Mr. Weber stated that I & G Douglassville was not ready for final approval at this time. 
EDAC
Mr. Yanos discussed the proposed new industrial zone. He stated that the EDAC wanted a new definition of what would be allowed in the zone. He stated he was in favor of that as long as it was not too restrictive. Mr. Gokey stated he was in favor of smaller manufacturing/ industrial operations that would bring more employment per square foot to Amity. Mr. Weller stated that the EDAC should put together a recommendation of what would be appropriate in that area. Mr. Yanos stated that there was discussion of having a joint meeting with the Planning Commission, the EDAC and the Board of Supervisors to discuss what to do in that area. Mr. Yanos stated that the EDAC is in favor of eliminating the traffic impact fees. Mr. Gokey stated that if the improvements along 422 are eliminated, the fees would be reduced. Mr. Weber stated that the land use assumption report would need to be changed. He would need to look at the infrastructure with regards to the new zone and any improvements needed. The Manager stated he would like to get competitive proposals for any traffic engineering study needed. Mr. Weber stated the traffic counts could be reused, since they are only three years old. Mr. Gokey stated that he felt the EDAC should bring their recommendations from a marketing standpoint. Mr. Weber stated that he thought the EDAC was going to make their presentation to the Planning Commission at their next meeting. Mrs. McGrath suggested updating the public on projects through the website. The Manager suggested putting an article in the newsletter. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to purchase Microsoft Office. Motion passed 5-0. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Police Pension MMO 2009    Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the 2009 MMO for the Police Pension. Motion passed 5-0.  
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland stated that the rec fee ordinance was ready for adoption on October 1 and the UCC ordinance on October 15. He stated that the Union Township agreement had been received and was ready for Union to sign. He presented an internet policy for the Board to review. It was suggested that a confirmation that the policy was read and a place to sign be added to the policy. The Bauer conditional use hearing for a home occupation was scheduled for November 5 at 6PM.  Mr. Boland stated that developers for Hearthstone were trying to close with their bank. Greth had asked that the signed plans be available for him to pick up and take to the bank for closing, then he would drop off the letter of credit with Mr. Boland, then record the plans at the court house. The Board was ok with that. Mr. Yanos asked if the appraisals were finished for the Monocacy Creek Interceptor. The Manager stated he had walked the Millard property to see which trees needed to be taken down. That information needed to be relayed to the appraiser. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Mr. Weber stated that the Maplewood project was 99.9% complete. Some minor issues remain. He stated that four corner properties’ assessments would increase because the handicapped curbing needed to be replaced. Mr. Gokey stated he didn’t feel the original assessments should be increased. Mr. Weber stated that the ramps needed to be changed because of the grade. Mr. Weller asked if the ADA regulations had changed to cause the non-compliance. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to not change the Maplewood assessments in excess of the original estimate. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Weber stated that he could do a pavement and traffic analysis for Maplewood Drive for under $500. Mr. Lyon asked the engineer to look at the arborvitae behind Redner’s to see if they should be removed. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded to authorize the engineer to do the analysis. Motion passed 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Hazard Mitigation Plan    Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to execute the County Hazard Mitigation Plan. Motion passed 5-0. 
Open Records Officer  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to appoint the Township Secretary as open records officer. Motion passed 5-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager Mr. Lyon  reported that Officer Joshua Oswald had turned in his resignation effective October 1. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve A-1 Painting to paint the lines on the roads in the Township. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Lyon announced that the dedication of the new Monocacy Elementary will be Sunday, October 26. 

Snowstoppers will shovel snow for the indigent and elderly, however, residents must be pre-registered. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the insurance carrier had given tentative approval to the proposed driving routes in the Park. Also, the workman’s compensation rates have dropped. Mr. Lyon stated he would be meeting with the License Committee regarding the access to the park proposal. 

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to appoint Dean Fronheiser to the Act 209 Committee to replace the Hartmans. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Lyon reported he had sent out the request for proposals for the Leaf Creek Trail Study. 

Mr. Gokey suggested sending letters to the property owners on Maplewood thanking them for their cooperation. 

Mr. Lyon stated that he knew of one interested party for the Library Board. He also stated there will be a breakfast at the library inviting business owners to tour the library and to encourage corporate donations. 

The Manager stated that the Monocacy Interceptor is moving along. 

Budget meetings were scheduled for October 7 and November 19 at 6PM. 

Chief of Police  Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to remove Officer Moyer from temporary status and place on permanent status. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve payment of the Cody invoice. Motion passed 5-0. 

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to have the Chief issue a policy to have the police check the park at least twice daily for violations concerning dogs or vehicles, etc. 

Motion passed 5-0.  
Supervisors-Mr. Stepp stated that the Mouns Jones festival was next Saturday from 9-4. If any of the Supervisors were going to the Monocacy Elementary dedication, they should check out the matting that was approved for the overflow parking. 
Mr. Gokey stated he felt that the speed limit for 422 should be lowered to 45 mph from Limekiln Road to the end of the Township. Mrs. McGrath suggested asking PennDOT to analyze the 422/Monocacy Creek Road intersection for safety. The Manager stated he would contact PennDOT. Mr. Gokey stated that the Villa at Morlatton was a significant contribution to the Township in regards to taxes. Between that and Hearthstone, one hundred fifty new jobs were created within the Township and no children in the schools. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Herb Burkhart commented on the police presence on Monocacy Creek Road. 
May Ann Rehrer commented on skid marks and speeding on Amity Park Road. 

Pete Gaskins asked about the sewer engineer’s report. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION AND ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel issues at 9:50pm on motion by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Stepp, and duly passed. No further action was taken.
Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

