Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for January 21, 2009


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

January 21, 2009
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The January 21, 2009 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:03 PM by Chairperson Kim McGrath.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Kim McGrath, Chair
Robert Yanos, Vice Chair 

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS- Spring Household Hazard Collections will be held April 4, 2009 at the Exeter Municipal Building. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Mr. Robert Rauscher, Old Swede Road, asked the Board when the public was able to speak and ask questions about items being discussed. Mr. Yanos stated he felt the Board should allow audience participation. Mrs. McGrath stated she felt the public could ask questions at any time provided it’s not disruptive to the meeting. 
MINUTES  

Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the minutes of January 5, 2009. Motion passed 4-0.   

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Yanos, to approve the following disbursements:




$  69,685.69 General Fund




$  25,154.08 Sewer Fund

$    9,549.33
Liquid Fuels 

$104,389.10 Total  

      
Motion passed 4-0. 
The Treasurer’s report and the Tax Collector’s report for December were presented to the Board. 
FIRE COMPANIES REPORT 
Amity Fire Company and Monarch Fire Company members were present to discuss events of Monday, January 19 in which there were several accidents due to bad weather conditions. They were concerned about the response of the Ambulance Service and the communications with Berks County. Fire Company members felt the run cards needed to be revised. The Manager suggested that the Township request the tape from Berks communications. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Manager to request the tapes of Monday, January 19 from 3:00PM to 5:00PM from Berks Communications. Motion passed 4-0. Mrs. McGrath offered to call Southern Berks and investigate what happened. 
Amity Fire Company members also stated that they had contacted Chief Roy regarding police vehicles being parked in front of a house if there was a fire occurring. They stated that the police vehicles would be “parked in” in that event. 

They also reported that they were entering into a lease agreement for some equipment and needed the Township to sign off on the agreement. Mr. Weller stated that the Solicitor was reviewing the documents. 

The Manager reported that Monocacy Creek Bridge was scheduled for repair starting in June. The bridge will be closed for about 6 months. 

Monarch Fire Company reported that they responded to 36 calls in December, 25 of which were in Amity.

Mrs. McGrath brought up disbursement of the remaining 2008 EMS tax money. The consensus of the Board was to disburse to both fire companies any remaining monies from 2008. 

PLANNING COMMISSION

Fisher – 90 Day Extension, Hess Corporation – 90 Day Extension  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the 90 day extensions for both plans. Motion passed 4-0.
EDAC 

The Manager reported that Oddvar Norheim had been elected Chair, Blair Gilbert was Vice Chair and Matt Ferdock was Secretary for 2009. Mr. Norheim wanted to focus on fewer projects and hopefully accomplishing more during the upcoming year. 
EAC 

Matthew Gonder, newly appointed member, introduced himself to the Board. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Appointment of Reinsel, Kuntz, Lesher LLP  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp moved to appoint Reinsel, Kuntz, Lesher LLP as auditor for the tax collector of Amity Township. Motion passed 4-0. 
Ordinance #253 revised the Non-Uniform Pension Plan to increase the percentage from 1.2% to 1.3%. Mr. Yanos moved to adopt, Mr. Weller seconded. Motion passed 4-0. 
Ordinance #254 revised the Police Pension Plan in accordance with Act 6 as recommended by Tom Redmond, actuary. Mr. Yanos moved to adopt, Mr. Weller seconded. Motion passed 4-0. 

Ordinance #255 requires all property owners to contract with a trash hauler for solid waste. Mr. Stepp moved to adopt, Mrs. McGrath seconded. Motion passed 4-0.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

None
ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Escrow Release #3 Hearthstone $210,801.Mr. Weller moved to approve the escrow release per LTL’s letter. Mr. Yanos seconded. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Lyon brought to the Board’s attention that he has received many calls regarding this project from a neighbor. Response has caused many additional inspections by the engineer and coded enforcement officer. The developer has conceded many improvements to appease this neighbor. 

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 09-03 Mileage Reimbursement Rate   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the Resolution. Motion passed 4-0. 
Liquid Fuels Actual Use Report    Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the execution of the report. Motion passed 4-0.  

Change Order Utility Services  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the change order. Motion passed 4-0.

Root Control Monocacy Sewer  Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the root control as proposed by Arro.  Motion passed 4-0. 
PRPS Membership for 2009  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the expenditure. Motion passed 4-0.
Indian Run Street Light Repair   The Board discussed moving the light to a different location. Mr. Yanos stated he would prefer a Cobra light fixture. The Manager will look into the cost and feasibility of moving the light. 
Clean Out of the Maintenance Shop Underground Tank   Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the cleaning of the tank as proposed by Elk.  Motion passed 4-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager 

Mr. Lyon  reported that an invoice had been generated and sent to AquaNet to reimburse the Township for an overpayment. 
The Manager reported that a letter requiring payment of the curbing assessment was delivered to Mr. Eidell at 117 Maplewood Drive. 
Mr. Lyon reported on the progress of obtaining construction easements for the Tollgate project. One agreement was signed. The hospital will sign and one resident refused to sign. Mr. Stepp asked if the resident would sign if there was financial consideration. The Manager will look into. Mr. Boland stated he would prepare a resolution for the notice of condemnation for the property. 
The Manager reported that he had spoken to PennVest regarding available grant money for “shovel ready” sewer projects. He thought the Monocacy Creek Interceptor project may qualify. 
Mr. Lyon stated he would be making a recommendation to transfer some monies from the sewer revenue fund to the capital fund at the next meeting. 

The Manager reported that the changes to the TAR had been approved by the DEP. 

Mr. Lyon encouraged attendance at the upcoming 422 corridor study meetings held on February 17 and 18. 

Mr. Lyon presented information on the stimulus update to the Board for their review. 

Chief of Police  

Emergency Management and Public Assistance workshops for elected officials were presented. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to appoint Derrick Nestor as deputy Fire Marshall. Motion passed 4-0. 

Supervisors

Mr. Yanos suggested that the brownfields stimulus money be brought to the attention of Birdsboro and Union Township. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was recessed to executive session for personnel issues at 8:30PM on motion by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Yanos and duly passed. 

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to reconvene the meeting. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to grant Heart and Lung benefits to Officer Jeff Smith retroactive to the date of his injury. Motion passed 4-0. 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Stepp. Motion passed 4-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

