Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for March 4, 2009


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

March 4, 2009
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The March 4, 2009 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:02 PM by Vice Chair Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert Yanos, Vice Chair 

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

STAFF

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

ANNOUNCEMENTS- The Hearthstone at Amity will hold their open house on March 5, from 3pm to 7pm. A police executive research forum will be held on Tuesday, March 10. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the minutes of February 18, 2009. Motion passed 3-0.   

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Stepp, seconded by Mr. Weller, to approve the following disbursements:






$    28,090.87 General Fund




$    38,080.88 Sewer Fund

$     9,957.52 Traffic Impact Fund

$      1,558.02 EDU Fund

$    10,045.48 Liquid Fuels 

$    87,732.77 Total  

      
Motion passed 3-0. 
PENNDOT PRESENTATION
David Klyce and Tom Cushman of AECOM presented a proposal for work on the Rt. 422 bridge over the railroad tracks. It will include a mill and overlay over the deck, guide rail upgrades and minor repairs to the superstructure. Mr. Cushman stated that traffic control will be staged with one lane open in both directions. Bids will be received in May and construction will begin next year. Construction is expected to take 6 months to a year. There will be coordination with the trail and railroad so both will be safe during construction. Mr. Yanos stated his concern about traffic flow and Mr. Weller asked to be informed about the start of the construction. The Manager asked if the signage would be updated. Mr. Cushman stated that would be outside the scope of work. 
CODE ENFORCEMENT 
The code enforcement report for January was presented to the Board for their review. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ordinance 256- Traffic  Mr. Boland stated that this ordinance establishes signage and speed limits on Township roads and limits weight on Maplewood Drive. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to adopt Ordinance 256. Motion passed 3-0. 
Fire Company Lease  Mr. Boland presented Resolution 09-07 for a tax exempt lease for fire equipment that the Township will lease and then the Amity Fire Company will lease back from the Township. There will be five annual payments. Mr. Weller presented a check for $6298 to the Township Treasurer for the down payment and document fees. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve Resolution 09-07 and the Fire Company lease. Motion passed 3-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT 
A conditional use hearing was scheduled for the Witek plan at Rt.422 and Monocacy Hill Roads at 6PM on April 1st. 
NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 09-08 Online Filing with PennDOT    Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the resolution. Motion passed 3-0. 
Approval to purchase large format scanner    Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to purchase the scanner for $13495.00 from the sewer budget. Motion passed 3-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager 

Mr. Lyon  stated he would like to send a letter of support to Shane Trumbell regarding the Schuylkill River Crossing Concept to be forwarded to Congressman Gerlach. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to have the Manager send the letter of support from the Township. Motion passed 3-0. 
Mr. Lyon thanked the Board and Mr. Boland for their persistence in selecting a new Chief of Police. 

Chief of Police  

Chief Shuebrook presented his report to the Board. He stated he felt he had a well-trained, motivated group of officers. He reported that there may be a perceived speeding problem on Maplewood Drive, but most drivers are going at 30 to 32 mph. He stated that there may be a problem at the stop sign at Maplewood and Briarwood.  He stated he was also looking at ways to improve scheduling to allow for more police presence on the road ways and cut back on overtime costs. 
Supervisors

Mr. Yanos asked the solicitor if the Board could meet with the new Chief to discuss the performance of the police department. Mr. Boland stated that if the discussion was to set broad goals for the department, that should be done in a public meeting. If the discussion was about individual performance or goals, that should be done in executive session. 
Mr. Stepp stated he thought the road crews did a good job clearing the roads during the last snowstorm. Mr. Yanos agreed. 

Mr. Weller welcomed the new Chief and offered to introduce him to some of the local businesses. He also stated that the Amity Fire Company is selling candy for their annual fundraiser. The candy is available at Boyers, Friendship Farms and at the Fire House. 

Mr. Yanos stated that the Planning Commission had their meeting on the AWIP and he felt it would be good if the Supervisors and members of the EDAC could attend these meetings and be actively involved in that process. He felt the Supervisors should have discussions and send direction to the Planning Commission and the EDAC. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

None
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58PM on motion by Mr. Stepp, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

