Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for August 19, 2009


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

August 19, 2009
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The August 19, 2009 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Kim McGrath.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Kim McGrath, Chair
Robert Yanos, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller 

Richard Gokey

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt 

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS   None
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY) None
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to appoint Susan Mills as Amity’s representative on the Boone Area Library Board. Motion passed 4-0. 

MINUTES  

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of August 5, 2009 as presented. Motion passed. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to amend the minutes of June 17, 2009 to include a motion by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Gokey to appoint the Manager as delegate and the Assistant Manager as alternate to the Act 32 EIT committee. Motion passed 4-0.

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Gokey, to approve the following disbursements:


$ 68,294.11   General Fund




$ 25,035.99   Sewer Fund

$      426.00   EDU Fund

$   5,119.86   Fire Tax Fund

$      791.00
 Traffic Impact Fund 

$   2,049.11   Liquid Fuels 

$101,716.07  Total

      
Motion passed 4-0. 

The Treasurer’s Report and Tax Collector’s Report for July was presented to the Board. The Manager stated he would prepare a report regarding the use of the EDU funds for the next meeting. He also stated that the Treasurer would be looking into refinancing of the outstanding loans. 

FIRE COMPANIES

Reports for July were submitted to the Board. Amity Fire Company reported that they had received a grant to have computers in the engines and the chief’s car. Mr. Gokey asked if they had responded to the Oley farm fire. Mrs. McGrath stated that Risa Marmontello was working on a meeting with the fire companies and the forestry people regarding access to Monocacy Hill. 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
90 Day Extension Blacksmith Subdivision 13 Lot The developer has submitted a new plan because he purchased an additional lot, however wanted to keep his original plan active until the second plan was approved. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the 90 day extension. Motion passed 4-0. 

90 Day Extension Amity Self Storage Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the extension. Motion passed 4-0. 

Approval to hire consultant for AWIP Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the hiring of Ray Ott as consultant for the AWIP per his proposal. The Manager stated that the monies to pay for the consultant would come from the EDAC and the EAC budget.  Motion passed 4-0. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SMO McMillian Hearing   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to authorize the solicitor to represent the Township at the hearing scheduled for August 25.  Motion passed 4-0. 

In response to one resident’s comments regarding that the SMO inspection provided no added value to the property owner, the Manager summarized the benefits of the SMO program. Mr. Gokey stated that the Township allowed residents to avoid pumping of their tanks if they could show proof of pumping within 1 or 2 years as a courtesy for the property owner. He stated that perhaps the ordinance should be amended to delete that after the initial inspection.  

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland asked to schedule the Blacksmith Subdivision plan 2 conditional use hearing. It was scheduled for September 16th at 6PM. Mr. Boland’s office will take care of notification and advertising. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Escrow Release Woods Edge Phase 3 $49,867.00 Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the release per LTL’s letter of August 17, 2009. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Weber stated that he had prepared a punch list for Woods Edge Phase 3A but has yet to hear from the developer. Mr. Weber stated he is doing some design work for drainage issues for Hillview Drive, Nicholson and along Weavertown Road. 
NEW BUSINESS

Fall Newsletter     It was the consensus of the Board to try to solicit advertising in the newsletter to offset costs.  Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to allow advertising on the ball fields. After discussion it was decided to refer the matter to the Rec Board and the Licensing committee. Mr. Gokey and Mr. Weller withdrew their motion and second respectively. 
Line Painting     Table until a list of streets could be supplied. 
Reaffirmation of Resolution 09-08   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to re-execute the resolution for PennDOT online reporting. Motion passed 4-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager 

Mr. Lyon reported that PennDOT had upgraded the signal at 422 and North Monocacy Creek Road. The Manager stated he was disappointed with the communications with the Zoning Hearing Board solicitor. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to direct the staff to send the Board’s recommendations regarding applications to the Zoning Hearing Board Chair. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Boland pointed out that according to the MPC the Board should not have any communication with the Zoning Hearing Board before a hearing. The Board discussed the application process. Mr. Yanos asked if the Board could require an applicant to come before the Board. Mr. Boland replied affirmatively. Mr. Gokey moved to rescind the prior motion, Mr. Weller seconded. Motion passed 4-0. The Board authorized the Manager to write an official letter to the Zoning Board Solicitor regarding communications and to recommend that the Zoning Hearing Board require 24 hours notice for any continuance. 
Mr. Lyon presented a change order request from McMahon for additional engineering required by the Berks County Conservation District. 
The Manager asked the Board if they would be willing to undertake the improvements to the interceptor along 662. The Board was in favor of researching this further. Mr. Boland will look into whether the Township could recapture any money from developers. 

The Board suggested that the same procedure be followed regarding an additional request for a school bus stop sign: PennDOT approval and the requestor pay for the sign. 

Mr. Lyon stated that PennDOT may be interested in an agility program to use the vactor truck and televising equipment in exchange for services. The Board agreed to pursue this. 
It was the consensus of the Board to let the developer of an STS auto shop proceed with a “by right” plan for the area between the McDonald’s and WAWA. 

The engineer recommend connection of the existing homes on separate laterals because the lot, in which they exist, could be subdivided. The Supervisors agreed. 
Chief of Police  

Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve Officers Brown and Oesterling attendance at Penn State’s “High Impact Supervision” training at a cost of $710. The class will be held on November 4th thru the 6th.  Motion passed 4-0.
Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve Beth Cucarro’s attendance at “Archiving Records Management” course at a cost of $40. Motion passed 4-0.

Chief Shuebrook stated that he and Mr. Boland are still reviewing policies. 

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve giving the promotional test for another Corporal this year, but promoting the officer next year. Motion passed 4-0. 
Supervisors

Mr. Weller stated that residents along Levengood Road were very grateful for the storm cleanup work by the road crew. 
Mr. Yanos stated that he, Mr. Gokey, the Manager and the Secretary had met with representatives from DEP regarding the contaminated water along Monocacy Creek Road. A public hearing/meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15, 2009.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Rauscher asked that the tennis court lights be adjusted to shine on the court. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  

The meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel/legal issues at 9:05PM on motion by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Yanos. Motion passed 4-0. 

The meeting reconvened at 9:37PM. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to authorize the solicitor to enter an appearance in the matter of the Zoning Hearing Board appeal.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Mrs. McGrath stated that after an internal investigation of allegations of Township personnel using Township vehicles after hours, it was determined that no township employees were driving any unmarked crown victorias on the weekend in question and the employee that was supposedly seen was out of the county at the time.
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to adjourn the meeting at 9:38PM. Motion passed 4-0. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

