Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for September 2, 2009


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Minutes

September 2, 2009
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The September 2, 2009 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Kim McGrath.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Kim McGrath, Chair
Robert Yanos, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller 

Richard Gokey

Scott Stepp

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

ANNOUNCEMENTS  None
PUBLIC COMMENT (on agenda items)
MINUTES  

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the minutes of August 19, 2009. Motion passed 4-0-1.  Mr. Stepp abstained.

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Weller, to approve the following disbursements:


$  46,995.63   General Fund




$  21,039.52   Sewer Fund

$    5,813.62   EDU Fund

$    1,261.80   Fire Tax Fund

$102,631.55   Liquid Fuels 

$177,742.12  Total

Motion passed 5-0.

RECREATION

Optimist Club Halloween Parade Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the Optimist Club Parade on October 20, rain date October 27 and the Moonlight Hike on Monocacy Hill on October 31.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Thunder Outreach Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the “Light in the Night Event”  in lieu of “trick or treat” on October 31 sponsored by Thunder Outreach.

Purchase of Plastic Lumber Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchase of plastic lumber at $96 to rebuild the trash bins on Monocacy Hill. 

Mrs. McGrath stated that she had met with the fire companies and forestry people on emergency access to Monocacy Hill, the access will be coordinated with the new run cards. 

Historic Trust Payment Tabled.

CODE ENFORCEMENT  The Dixon’s have been sent a notice to comply with the sewage management ordinance. The Highmeadows development has been mowed and the properties will be liened. Mr. Lyon noted that the mowing would cost in excess of $10,000. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Line Painting    Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the painting of the lines without the white lines on Weavertown Road from A-1 Painting. Motion passed 5-0. 

StopBars Painting   Tabled until the next meeting. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Notice of the conditional use hearing for Blacksmith Subdivision has been sent. Mr. Boland provided an update on the Pondview letter of credit. He stated the matter will be resolved with a new letter of credit from Mr. Stitzel within two weeks. 
Mr. Boland stated he would need an executive session regarding the two condemnations for Monocacy Creek Interceptor. 

NEW BUSINESS

Snow Plowing Contract Award     Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to accept the bid from American Outdoor Maintenance for snow plowing for 2009-2010.  Motion passed 5-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager 

Mr. Lyon  reported that the coop’s electric bid will need to be rebid. 
The Manager stated that the Township needs emergency management volunteers. 
The Turner zoning hearing board appeal has been withdrawn. 
Regarding the Tollgate project, Mr. Lyon stated he has asked McMahon for an explanation of the additional engineering costs because of changes made by the Berks County Conservation District. He stated that the Township still needs to complete an agreement with one property owner. The Township cannot get an HOP without recorded fee land acquisitions.  
Mr. Lyon reported that Brian Huntsinger of Telvil Corporation will supply the engineering necessary for the Blacksmith sewer capacity issue, should the Township decide to proceed with upgrading  the interceptor along 662. 
The party that requested a school bus stop sign doesn’t feel they should have to pay for it. Mrs. McGrath felt the request should be submitted to PennDot. Mr. Weller stated he had no problem with submitting for a permit but he would like the Manager to call the property owner and explain that it was not a commitment by the Township to pay for it.

Mr. Boland stated that if it was not a safe stop location, the school district should move the stop. The Chief agreed. 

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to move forward with the agility program with PennDot. Motion passed 5-0. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the Township may need to have an agreement with PA American Water to put markers on the hydrants. He explained that PAAW did not want to provide GIS mapping information to the Township. Mr. Boland stated that the Township could require asbuilts from PAAW for any new construction. 

Glenwood Estates was rough graded and the remaining lots will have Berks Homes finish the construction. 

Mr. Lyon produced contract documents approved by Mr. Boland to be executed by the Chair. He stated that the contractor had shortened the schedule to 120 days. 

The Manager had put together a schedule of use of funds for capital sewer projects. He asked that Mr. Boland construct an ordinance similar to the Maplewood curb assessments ordinance for payment of the EDU for the Monocacy Creek Interceptor. 

Mr. Lyon stated he would have a capacity analysis for the next meeting. The Board discussed the expansion of the sewer plant. 

Mr. Lyon stated that Community Days was to be held on September 11 through the 13th at Amity Community Park.  
The Manager explained that Mr. Witek had requested that the Board waive the financial security requirements for his land development plan. Mr. Yanos stated that if the applicant can’t afford the financial security than maybe he can’t afford to finance the project. He said it wouldn’t be fair to the other residents to make a deal with the Witek’s, if the project fell through and the Township had to pay to finish the project. It was the consensus of the Board that the financial security was needed. The plan could be reapproved if necessary. 

Mr. Boland discussed refinancing the Township’s loans. He stated that there was some opportunity for savings. Concord Public Finance analyized the Township’s three outstanding loans. He suggested that if the Board wishes to pursue the refinancing, Concord representatives should be invited to a meeting to speak to the Board. The Board decided to monitor rates until the end of the year and then have Concord come before the Board if they wanted to proceed. 

Mr. Lyon reported that he would present a computer security, disaster recovery plan for the next meeting. 

Chief of Police  

Chief Shuebrook reported that the call volume was down for August. During an aggressive driving program the police issued 44 tickets. The department used the ENRADD on Maplewood Drive. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve sending Officer High to a records management seminar at a cost of $40. Motion passed 5-0. 
The Chief stated he was continuing to review policies with Mr. Boland. 

Chief Shuebrook reported that the Lotus Blossom massage business has been shut down and three arrests made. 

Supervisors 

Mr. Gokey asked the Manager to contact PennDot regarding synchronization of the traffic lights at 422 East and Westbound and River Bridge Road. 

Mr. Stepp reported that the plumbing had been removed at the George Douglass mansion at 19 Old Philadelphia Pike. He asked the Board if they could stop the sewer bill to that address and if they would be willing to refund the rental fees that the Trust had paid for the last year that no one was living in the building. He also requested to sell the EDU back to the Township. The Manager stated he would like to have the lateral capped at the street. Mr. Yanos asked if the road crew could dig and cap the line for the Trust in lieu of the refund of the fees. Mr. Stepp stated that he would ask. Mr. Stepp also stated that the race was being postponed until spring or next year. The Board approved buying back the EDU when the property is disconnected.  

Mr. Yanos stated he had met with the Manager and the Licensing Committee at Amity Community Park and with members of DEP regarding the polluted wells at residences along Monocacy Creek Road. There will be a public meeting regarding the water on September 15, 2009. 

Mrs. McGrath reported that the asphalt that was placed in the sink hole at Monocacy Creek Road and Main Street had sunk into the hole. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Amy Purcell of Weavertown Road presented an amendment to the zoning ordinance that would require at least five acres for nursing homes or convalescent centers. Mr. Yanos suggested that this be passed to the Planning Commission. 
Terry Jones of Worman Road stated that Worman Road is in poor condition and before Woods Edge phase 3A be accepted by the Township, the developer should be held responsible for the repair of the road. The Board authorized Mr. Jones to talk to Mr. Weber to let make him aware of Mr. Jones’ concerns. 

Allen Honigfeld of 243 Loyalsock reported that a neighbor had a shed on Township open space. Mr. Lyon reported that a letter was sent to the property owner by code enforcement and Mr. Loomis will follow up. 
ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION  

The meeting was recessed to executive session for personnel and land acquisition issues at 9:22PM on motion by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Stepp and duly passed. 

The meeting reconvened at 10:43PM. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to hire Arro Consulting for construction management and inspection services at the revised fee schedule per the letter of August 28, 2009 because of continuity and insurance purposes. Motion passed 4-0-1. Mr. Gokey abstained. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize the Solicitor to prepare the changes to the zoning ordinance as proposed by the Purcells. Mr. Stepp suggested that the square footage of the building be tied to the size of the land. Mr. Gokey and Mr. Yanos stated that would require a lengthy and costly change. Mr. Gokey felt the 5 acre change was a good starting point. Motion passed 5-0. The proposal will be sent to the Planning Commission for their next meeting. 

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to adjourn the meeting at 10:50PM. Motion passed 5-0. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer

