February 3rd, 2010


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

February 3, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The February 3, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Township Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:02 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath 
Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

Kathie Benson,Asst Secretary 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  Mr. Yanos invited the public to a meeting at the Amity Township building Wednesday February 24, 2010 at 7:00PM to hear the presentation of the Draft Study of the Leaf Creek Trail.
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the minutes of January 20, 2010.  Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mrs. McGrath, and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  27,732.99 General Fund




$  14,214.37 Sewer Fund

$  27,009.33 EDU Fund

$    2,332.50 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$    1,261.20 Fire Fund

$    1,500.00 Liquid Fuels 

$  74,050.39 Total
REPORTS
Planning Commission-
STS-Regent Development -Mr. Daniel Sager reported Berks County Conservation District has approved the plan and the developer agrees to pay all fees as requested. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the plan with all conditions to be completed as stated in LTL Consultants letter dated January 22, 2010. Motion passed 5-0.     
DFT-Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve escrow release of $37,247.21 as per LTL Consultants letter dated 01/28/10.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Appointment of Zoning Board Solicitor-Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to extend the appointment of Buckley, Brion, McGuire, Morris & Sommer, LLP as Zoning Solicitor from July 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010. Motion carried 5-0.

Pension Disbursement – Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to release a vested terminee lump sum Municipal Employee Pension payment of $4,786.74 to John Althouse as recommended by Redmond Consulting, Ltd.  Motion carried 5-0.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Mr. Boland stated the draft ordinance providing for the Monocacy Creek Interceptor was prepared and ready for review and comment. The proposed ordinance would permit residents to pay their sewer capacity reservation fee in (20) twenty installment payments over a (5) five year period. This is the same type ordinance as was adopted under the PA Code for the Maplewood Curb assessments. The interest rate will be (1%) one percent based on the Township’s current interest rate at Fulton bank. Mr. Jones moved and Mr. Weller seconded to move forward and authorize Kozloff Stoudt to advertise for possible adoption. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Drop Box –Mr. Lyon stated it would be efficient for Amity Township to have a drop off box at the Township Building for residents and stakeholders to place sewer rental payments. Using Fulton bank has left the Township without a local payment drop-off option. Taking sewer payments at the office is an inefficient use of staff, creating disruptions in workflow and productivity. There was also a discussion about accepting cash payments. The Board felt that cash payments should be phased out due to its inefficiencies. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the installation of a drop box at a cost not to exceed $1,000.00. Motion passed 5-0.  Before implementing the proposed door solution, staff will evaluate a wall depository through the meeting room wall, checking for pricing and choosing the most cost effective solution. Staff will prepare a program to phase out cash payments.
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  The manager reported Trottoria Restaurant may be included in the mandatory PADEP water hook-up ordinance. Mr. Boland was instructed to prepare a draft ordinance for the installation of a public water line and Point of Entry Treatment (POET) systems as identified in the plume area in along Monocacy Creek Road. In order to delineate the parcels to include, the solicitor suggested identifying each parcel in the ordinance.  
Mr. Lyon reported the Amity Community Park License Committee met. In general the License Committee was receptive to the lighting plan submitted by Blazer Midget Football (BMF). The next step will be to ask BMF to produce specifications for the lighting as well as installation details. The Township Code Department and Township Engineer will review the information to be certain of its compliance with the appropriate ordinances. Lighting will need to comply with the townships requirements and there will be no sound devices permitted during the evening use. 

The Lacrosse League will play weekend games at Amity Community Park. It was suggested to move the goal locations to minimize the damage to the field. Spider webbing and cracking on the basketball courts and hockey rink were discussed. An estimate to make repairs was presented from Lancaster Asphalt Systems, totaling $29,000.00.  After several discussions on how to fund this, Mr. Yanos suggested looking at setting Tournament Fees for teams and organizations that hold tournaments at Amity Community Park.
Mr. Lyon was instructed to write a letter in support of the 2077 River Bridge design as presented by CCJM. 
Mr. Lyon & Mr. Boland updated Amity Township’s Sewer Capacity Reservation Request to include a clause allowing Amity Township access on a resident’s property to inspect for illegal connections, floor drains and Infiltration and Inflow.  The Supervisors endorsed using the new form. Mr. Lyon reported the Interceptor Project is continuing. They are slightly behind the shortened schedule due to excessive rain and the holidays. They are still well within schedule specified in the bid documents.
Revisions to the Exeter Township SALDO and Zoning Ordinance are available in the Library for review and comment. A brief summary and tabs of the changes are marked to facilitate review.  

Mr. Lyon suggested that the Board should determine how we Account for any surplus from the Fire Tax. A procedure should be approved to handle any carryover funds from the Fire Tax Fund.  

The Township continues to work on Fire Companies Vehicle Insurance programs to bring this matter to final resolution. 

Mr.  Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to authorize the attendance of Rob Wade at a PA One Call Training Class held in Montgomery County 02/11/10. Motion passed 5-0.

Mr. Lyon reported JLR Partnership Zoning Hearing has been continued till February 15, 2010.

Mr. Lyon reminded all members to have their comments to him prior to the planning commission meeting for the proposed Overlay District and AWIP not later than February 3rd, 2010 to include for the Planning commission meeting set for February 10, 2010. Mr. Yanos reported a letter is being sent to Daniel Boone School District and Amity Township other appointed committees inviting them to attend the Board of Supervisor’s Meeting to hear a presentation by Ed Swoyer of the Greater Berks Development Fund about AWIP on March 3rd, 2010.
Mr. Lyon has been in contact with Brian Hunsberger relative to getting the Arbour Green project recorded and construction to begin. Mr. Hunsberger has requested certain changes to help facilitate his financing. Examples would be to permit “Age Targeting” the community as opposed to 55 & Older. Mr. Boland will research the Zoning Variance Decision and provide his advice. Mr. Jones stated he would like to see this project move forward to increase positive economic rateables for the township.

Mr. Lyon reported Union Township is advertising its sewer ordinance, which should pave the way for completion of the agreement and payment of the sewer capacity reservation agreement. 

Mr. Lyon met with each Fire Company to discuss our budget process and what to expect in 2010, go over injury reporting and to explain the process and necessity of obtaining updated roster information each year from both fire companies.
An updated Birdsboro Zoning Ordinance and Map were received for a courtesy review. It is in the library for review and comment. No specific outline was received, stating the changes made, making it impossible to recognize what changes were made. 
Mr. Lyon reported Daniel Boone School District is appealing the Amity Manor Assessment Appeal decision.

A meeting will be held Tuesday February 9, 2010 to review the draft 537 Plan comments with Arro Consulting. After those changes are incorporated, the draft will come to the Supervisors to consider authorizing sending the Draft to PADEP.

Chief of Police Chief Shuebrook reviewed the two barn fires on Amity Park Road. They have similarities: times the fires were seen, and each has minimal damage. His officers are aware of this and are patrolling the area. 

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve Officer’s Sean O’Rourke and Brian Devlin to attend the IPMBA Police Cyclist Course in Conshohocken April 19-23, 2010 at a cost not to exceed $450.00 for both officers including lunch. Motion passed 5-0.
Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the renewal of BCERT membership for 2010 at a cost of $1,000.00. Motion passed 5-0.
Chief Shuebrook has completed his annual evaluations of the Secretary and Corporals. The corporals are currently completing the officer’s evaluations.
Mr. Stepp requested that Chief Shuebrook review the Westbound Route 422 right-hand lane at Maplewood to see if he would make are any recommendations for changing the signage. Chief Shuebrook agreed and will report at a later date.  

Chief Shuebrook presented a draft ordinance for regulating Tow Operators in Amity Township. The Chief stated this Draft was taken from a policy that has long been in place in another police department. The ordinance had proved very successful in avoiding towing confusion at the scene of accidents. There was discussion and comments by Mr. Jones. The Chair requested the solicitor and Manager to review and comment before the next meeting. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Stepp questioned whether the action regarding the Naylor Matter, authorized by the Supervisors, was executed by the solicitor. The solicitor will inform Naylor’s counsel of the Board’s response.
Mr. Yanos requested Mr. Boland contact Mr. Flatly to advise them about possible inclusion in the AWIP. The Board invited their attendance at the March 3rd, 2010 meeting of the supervisors. 
Mr. Yanos said that Twin Valley prints their newsletter in its entirety in the News of Sothern berks. He requested the township administration look at the cost to do so and present their findings to the Board. 
Mr. Yanos suggested that the Township lot at Morlatton and Old Airport could be used as a dog walk area. He said our road department could mow a walking path around the lot to provide a dog walking path.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None

EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 9:57PM on motion by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Stepp, and duly passed. 







Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Benson






Assistant Secretary
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