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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

March 17, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The March 17, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:04 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of March 3, 2010.  Motion passed 4-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Jones, and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$    68,548.43 General Fund




$    41,235.10 Sewer Fund

$  359,884.34 EDU Fund

$         170.00 Monocacy Hill Fund

$           45.00 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$      5,293.16 Fire Fund

$      4,817.10 Liquid Fuels 

$  479,993.13 Total  

The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s report for February was presented to the Board. It was the consensus of the Board to send out a spring newsletter.
REPORTS
Fire Companies   Amity Fire Company reported that their Safety House was to be displayed at the Fire Expo in Harrisburg. Their carnival will be held on July 17, 2010. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to allocate funds not to exceed $2500 from the fire fund surplus to Monarch Fire Company to outfit the new Kubota. Motion passed 4-0. 
Planning Commission Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the escrow release for Telvil Corporation for funds remaining in the Blacksmith Pointe account. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to adopt Resolution 10-03 reaffirming Lynn Readinger’s plan. Motion passed 4-0. 

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the 90 day extensions for Blacksmith Subdivision and Pagoda Motorcycle Club. Motion passed 4-0. 
Code Enforcement   Steve Loomis reported that the 2009 UCC codes needed to be adopted. He explained that the Commonwealth had already adopted the new codes. The PA Builder’s Assn. only had a problem with the appendices. The new codes will require a permit for new construction but not for a “same” replacement. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to authorize the advertising of the ordinance when it is ready. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve training for “Accessibility Codes” for Steve Loomis. Motion passed 4-0. 

EAC Marlin Zechman and Bob Hoeveler presented a power point presentation on the mission and accomplishments of the EAC. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Mr. Boland presented the Monocacy PCE and Police Pension amendment ordinance for review. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Solicitor to file the complaint against Bancorp to seize the letter of credit for Pondview and to authorize the appropriate officer to execute it. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Boland presented information regarding a wind turbine case. He suggested that the Township may want to develop some regulations regarding the use of these turbines. Mr. Weber stated that some other municipalities have ordinances that regulate them. He will provide those ordinances for the Board to review. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Mr. Weber reported that the 18 month maintenance period for Sunset Knoll will expire in May. A punch list has been prepared for the developer. Mr. Weber stated that he has not had any other correspondence regarding the dedication of Woods Edge Phase 3.  Mr. Yanos asked about the new concrete specifications. Mr. Weber stated since the specifications were changed he has not seen any failing concrete. 
NEW BUSINESS

Library Donation Release  Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to forward the library’s donation in the next disbursement.  Motion passed 4-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  Mr. Weller stated he would attend the next RATS meeting in Reading. The Board approved sending the letter of support for the Blacksmith Subdivision HOP with the addition of Mr. Weber’s comments.  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to have the Manager prepare the change order to relocate manhole 86 and construct 220 feet of 8” main to connect some additional homes to the sewer. Motion passed 4-0. 
The Treasurer reported that the Tollgate project may qualify for federal funds if they become available. McMahon Engineering has been working with PennDOT to see what was necessary to make it qualify. The Board stressed that they would like to see all possible measures taken to secure the funding. 

It was the consensus of the Board to not readvertise for the position of Public Works Foreman, but to have the Manager interview the eligible candidates. The Board would like to interview the top three candidates. 
Chief of Police  Chief Shuebrook reported that he had successfully completed the NRA Handgun/Shotgun Instructors class and is now certified to conduct firearms training. The Chief had received another quote to repair one of the police vehicles from Fred Beans. It was $250 more than the previous quote. Forty tickets had been issued during the Smooth Operator program yesterday. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to allow one other officer to attend the Federal training in Fredricks, Maryland at a cost of $150, provided it did not cause any overtime. Motion passed 4-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

None
PUBLIC COMMENT

Risa Marmontello asked if the Public Works Foreman would oversee any work done in the parks. Mr. Yanos replied affirmatively. 
Brad Silcox of Southern Berks EMS stated that they were looking at three properties in Amity in order to provide 24 hour service, but they were all very expensive. They are still looking for a permanent location. He would have more information next month. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20PM on motion by Mr. Stepp, seconded by Mr. Weller, and duly passed. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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