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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

April 21, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The April 21, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  Rep. Kessler will have a town meeting on April 22 at 7:00PM in the Municipal Building. There will be a ground breaking ceremony for the new Daniel Boone athletic facility on Sunday, May 2 at 3PM. At the last meeting an executive session was held at 6PM for interviewing a potential employee. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the minutes of April 7, 2010.  Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Weller, and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$    71,041.68 General Fund




$    36,136.84 Sewer Fund

$  292,775.91 EDU Fund

$         437.50 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$      5,293.16 Fire Fund

$         327.53 Liquid Fuels 

$  406,012.62 Total  

 
Plus two additional checks for Fulton Bank for $32,717.25 and for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for $500. 
The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s report for March was presented to the Board. 

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to send the old phone system to auction. Motion passed 5-0. 
REPORTS
Fire Companies   Amity Fire Company reported that their carnival will be held on July 17, 2010. Monarch Fire Company held Kubota training on April 20th. 

Planning Commission Bryan Hunsberger of Telvil Corp. was present to discuss the Arbour Green Project which was approved two years ago. He stated that obtaining financing was becoming increasingly difficult especially for age restricted developments. He asked the Board for reapproval of the project as age targeted instead of age restricted. He stated that the development will still cater to older people but as age targeted it will be open to more buyers. He stated the roads will be private and a Home Owners Assn. will maintain all the common areas and control the grounds. The issues that will need to be resolved are: renewal of the variance and special exception by the Zoning Hearing Board, completion of the HOA documents, and a note added to the plan regarding the federal fair housing act. Mr. Hunsberger asked if the $25,578 traffic impact fee could be waived since significant improvements to 662 will be done as a result of the project. He agreed that the “dog leg” part of the sewer on 662 at the Crab Shack will be corrected as part of the project. He added that his firm would pay the “lion’s share” of the cost of the improvements, but asked that another developer in the area and perhaps the Township could contribute to the total cost. Mr. Hun
sberger discussed the financial security letter of credit. He stated he would put up security for public improvements but asked that for internal improvements the security could be waived. Mr. Weber stated that the risk would be if the developer started the project and then would go bankrupt there would be no one and no money to complete the project. There was further discussion about phasing the project. It was the consensus of the Board to work on this further. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to recommend to the Zoning Hearing Board to approve the plan as age targeted instead of age restricted and further directed the staff to work with the developer and come back to the Board with a proposal to move the project forward. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Boland will look at the capital improvements list and come back with a recommendation on the traffic impact fee. 
Blacksmith Subdivision Waiver Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to grant the waiver. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Jones stated that the owners of the units need to know that they can’t have a bathroom in the basement without installing a pump to force the water up to the sewer. 

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to close the Weiler escrow account and carry the $10,000 amount as a George St. line item liability. Motion passed 5-0. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Approval to hire AWIP consultant. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to hire Spotts, Stevens and McCoy as the consultant for the AWIP as recommended by the Manager and subject to the ability of staff to work out an agreement for completion of milestones and some kind of leverage if they are not obtained. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos discussed the importance of Board members meeting with the County Commissioners to discuss the project. He suggested setting up a committee to do that. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Mr. Boland discussed the Monocacy PCE ordinance.  He stated he was waiting for confirmation from DEP that all the effected properties were included in the ordinance. Mr.Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize execution, recording and filing of the easements for the sewer line for the four properties off Valley Rd. Motion passed 5-0. The wind turbine sample ordinances were sent to the Planning Commission for review. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Mr. Weber reported that the 18 month maintenance period for Sunset Knoll will expire in May. The developer has completed the punch list. Mr. Weber will have a close out letter for the next meeting. 
Regarding the Woods Edge Pump Station, there are some issues that need to be taken care of before the Township can take dedication. A letter was sent to the developer. 

NEW BUSINESS

Renewal of the insurance policy  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath stay with the same insurance agency and renew the policy for next year. Motion passed 5-0. 
BCO Training Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the training for Linda McCue. Motion passed 5-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  The Board discussed the Luckenbach detention pond. Mr. Weber stated that the most important maintenance issue is to keep the outlet structure open and clear of debris. He stated it was designed as a dry pond. He felt there must be some springs or settling of the ground near the outlet structure that won’t allow it to drain and dry out. He said it could amount to a significant expense to correct the problem. Mr. Yanos stated that the taxpayer’s should not have to pay to correct the problem. Mr. Weber stated as long as routine maintenance is done and the outlet structure is clear it should be ok. 
The Manager outlined the Leaf Creek Trail feasibility study schedule. Any comments should be sent to him. 

Mr. Lyon presented I & I project proposals for phase 3 and 4 in the Amityville area and Griffith Drive area. Mr. Jones suggested doing the whole section between manholes 37 and 38. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the project. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Lyon reported that the Geiger Rd. bridge permit should be received shortly. 

The contractor is back on the job for the Monocacy Creek Interceptor project. Because of the depth of the line, Valley Road needed to be closed for a time. The contractor still anticipates finishing by mid-May. Connection notices will be sent out. The contractor suggested filling the cuts in the road with BCBC and to let it settle over the winter and then do an overlay in the Spring. 
The manager reported the Greystone was granted an extension until November 2011 by the Zoning Hearing Board. 

The Board discussed the Montgomery County Consortium and the new MS4 regulations. 

Chief of Police  Chief Shuebrook reported that the new car is in the upholstery shop and he has been invited to speak to the Lions Club on May 5th. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Stepp asked Mr. Boland if he had heard from Mr. Naylor’s attorney. Mr. Boland replied he had not. Mr. Boland is also working on the agreement for the clearing and grubbing on the Township property for the parking project. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Brad Silcox of Southern Berks EMS presented their quarterly report. He also stated that they had received a $45,000 grant. They are still looking at a property on 422 for a permanent station. 
Ben Blakesly, resident, asked what the public could do to get better overnight ambulance service in Amity. The Board discussed funding for the ambulance. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was recessed to executive session at 10:00PM on motion by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Jones.  Motion passed 5-0. 
The meeting was reconvened at 10:50PM. 

Mr. Boland explained that the Board decided that an offer of employment will be made for the public works foreman and the Manager will report back to the Board. 

Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned at 10:55PM.







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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