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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

May 19, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The May 19, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:08 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair (arrived at 7:22PM)
Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 

Charles E. Lyon, Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study Presentation Mary Kline of Wilson Consulting Group presented the Board with the feasibility study for the Leaf Creek Trail. She stated that the study gives guidance on how to proceed. The business community was very positive. Three alternatives for crossing 422 were proposed. She stated that the study showed the entire 3.1 mile trail was feasible. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt Resolution 10-04 adopting the study. Motion passed 4-0. 
PennDOT Presentation  Representatives from CCJM Engineering presented preliminary designs for the bridge repair/replacement for the River Bridge Road bridges. He stated that the railroad bridge will be replaced and the bridge over the river will be repaired. The Leaf Creek Trail has been incorporated into the design. The tentative schedule for the railroad bridge is for 2010 and the river bridge is 2013. Construction is expected to take one year. Mr. Yanos suggested that both bridges be done in the same year. The engineers stated that the stormwater drain pipe will need to be replaced and there will be a stormwater management facility in the project. Squirrel Hollow Road will be used for a detour. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  none
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of May 5, 2010.  Motion passed 3-0. Mr. Stepp abstained. 
FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mr. Yanos, and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$   158,240.56 General Fund




$     47,988.22 Sewer Fund

$   130,511.00 EDU Fund

$         302.00 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$    16,692.27 Fire Fund

$     17,376.83Liquid Fuels 

$  371,110.88 Total  
The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s report for April was presented to the Board. 

REPORTS
Fire Companies   Amity Fire Company reported that their carnival will be held on July 27-31, 2010. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to waive the fees for the carnival. Motion passed 5-0. The Kids Safety House will be at the fire house after this weekend. 
Planning Commission The Board discussed the Fisher 90-day extension. No progress has been made to move the plan forward. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to deny the extension/plan for the reasons set forth in LTL’s letter of April 2, 2008. Motion passed 5-0. 
Recreation Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the stone path project for Hill Road Park and the drainage project for the fields at Hill Road. Motion passed 5-0.
EDAC Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the resignation of Ned Selwyn and appoint Majid Alsayegh to the EDAC. Motion passed 5-0.  Mr. Yanos stated that any comments regarding the AWIP to Spots, Stevens and McCoy should go through the Manager and the Board. The Board agreed. He further stated he didn’t know he was a liaison to the EDAC as was stated in their minutes. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT
Mr. Boland provided an update on the Dixon case. The judge dismissed the case against the Prothonetary and lifted the stay on the Township’s case. He expected the Dixon’s to file an appeal. Mr. Boland stated the UCC ordinance is almost ready to be advertised. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the solicitor to get a court order to compel Mr. Serrano to connect to the public sewer. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Boland stated he had looked at fuel purchasing. He suggested that the Township could do an RFP and submit it to the local gas retailers. Mr. Lyon reported he had not yet received the report from Centerpoint Tanks regarding the repair to the gas tank. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to close out Sunset Knoll. Motion passed 5-0. 
NEW BUSINESS

Appointment to EAC  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to appoint Heather Unger to the EAC.  Motion passed 5-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.  Mr. Lyon presented pricing for an overlay on Valley Road for the Board’s consideration. Mr. Yanos stated he was concerned about settling in the trenches for the sewer line. Mr. Lyon reported that the contractor suggested touching up the cuts to make them clean and then leave and come back and patch in August or if the Board wishes, come back in the spring and overlay. Mr. Lyon reported that he still had not received an agreement for the construction of the water lines for the Monocacy PCE. The Manager reported that the Safety Committee had requested spot lights for the road crew trucks for when they were called out at night. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the lights at a cost of $573.98. The Board discussed “Village Commercial” zoning. The Manager suggested that be included as the Township moved forward with the AWIP to be consistent with the Joint Comprehensive Plan. Jake Oxenford’s family would like to have a baseball field named after him. Mr. Lyon reported that he and the Chief had met with PennDOT officials at the Maplewood/422 intersection to discuss the left hand turning lane situation. The Manager stated they seemed receptive to evaluating the counts and accident information. Amity Fire Company was involved in a minor accident. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the resubmission of the H2O grant application. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager reported that it was unlikely that the Peter Jones House would go to Union Township. Richard Guinan of DCED suggested that the Township find some other project and spend the grant money before June 30, 2010. Senator Rafferty would have to support the change so the Township would not lose the money. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to submit the $12,000 used for field improvements in Amity Community Park and the cost of engineering for the Historic Trust’s parking project or what ever is necessary to not lose the grant money. Motion passed 5-0. The road crew report was presented to the Board. 
Risa Marmontello updated the Board on the Schuylkill Highlands Mini Grant application. The scope of work was described as restoring the habitat on Monocacy Hill by replanting management units with native trees and plants and to continue herbicide treatments on the Japanese Honeysuckle. It is a maximum $10,000 grant. The project will take 20 months. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the submission of the grant application. Motion passed. 5-0. Mr. Lyon reported that the George Douglass house had been disconnected from the sewer system. 
Chief of Police  Chief Shuebrook reported that the new car will be delivered on the 24th. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve sending Corporal Brown to Posit school at Penn State at a cost of $695. Motion passed 5-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones commented that a member of the Baseball Association was told by the police that if they don’t park in a lined space they will be ticketed. The Chief and the Manager will investigate. Mr. Jones asked how the Township could get more representation on the School Board. Mr. Yanos suggested that they go to the School Board and ask. He also brought up some properties with high grass that the code department should look at. 
Mr. Stepp thanked the Township and road crew for the work they did at the George Douglass house. 

PUBLIC COMMENT

Brad Silcox of Southern Berks EMS presented preliminary pictures of their new permanent facility in Amity. The land and financing was provided by JP Mascaro. 
Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the mowing at some property maintenance issues. Motion passed 5-0. 

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize condemnation of a sewer easement off Valley Road to connect two failing systems if an agreement cannot be reached with the two property owners on Valley Road. Motion passed 5-0. 

Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the Manager’s employment contract. Motion passed 5-0. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Mr. Weller and seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:40PM.







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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