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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

September 1, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The September 1, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 6:30 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

Kathie Benson, Asst Secretary
Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mr. Yanos announced both Amity & Monarch Fire Companies invited the supervisors to Amity Fire Company’s regular meeting Tuesday August 31, 2010 at 6:00PM. Mr. Yanos and Mr. Jones attended the meeting and have extended an invitation to both fire companies to a Board of Supervisor’s meeting to present their  proposed budget and current year to date figures showing all expenses. Mr. Yanos advised that the Board of Supervisor’s need to discuss the future handling of the Lease payments for Amity Fire Companies gear/equipment. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Mr. Rick Cooper of Limekiln Road asked if the Board of Supervisor’s considered truck noise in the proposed AWIP area. They are concerned about potential noise that may be created by increased truck traffic on Limekiln Road for the existing residents?  Mr. Yanos stated this would be something Penn Dot would review and certain criteria would need to be met to keep noise to a minimum. Mr. Yanos also stated the AWIP committee is also looking to have the traffic access limited for north bound thru traffic. Traffic design will be to encourage AWIP traffic to enter and exit on to S.R. 422. 
MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of August 18, 2010. Motion passed 4-0. 
FINANCE

Moved by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  36,092.21 General Fund (1)



$    8,829.90 Sewer Fund (8)

$       220.00 Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$    7,395.18 Liquid Fuels  (35)

$ 52,547.29  Total  

A discussion followed relative to oil pan and gas tank repairs made to the Amity Township Waste Water Sewer Plant Ford F350. Mrs. McGrath stated she was reviewing this due to a request she received from the plant.
REPORTS
Code Enforcement- Mr.  Weller stated the Sewage Management program is in its fourth year. The Manager said that the program has aided the Township in discovery of approximately (5) five properties receiving sewer service, that were not billed due to administrative oversight. Each property discovered has been added to the billing list and brought current based on a standard settlement recommended by the manager and attorney, and approved by the supervisors. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Overlay District Ordinance-Mr. Boland suggested language be added under the Use Regulations section in the current version of the draft  overlay ordinance. Mr. Boland suggested adding  the phrase, “and no other uses permitted” after we identify the uses permitted; it will  help clarify the uses permitted by the proposed ordinance. Mr. Weller questioned if adding this language exposed the township to any unintended uses by their exclusion.  Mr. Boland stated this will clarify the Township’s intent. The Board of Supervisors  requested Mr. Boland to amend  the proposed ordinance to include a statement regarding the sequence of development. The developer shall build  25% of the commercial content of his plan before being permitted to construct any portion of the residential portion of the plan. (25%) Twenty-five per cent of the Commercial/Retail development shall trigger the release of (50%) of the Residential component. Permits can be lifted simultaneously.  The remaining 50% of the residential component will be released with the next 25% of Commercial/Retail construction. The Residential can proceed simultaneously with the Commercial /Retail development.  After Mr. Boland prepares the changes they are to be reviewed by Mr. Weber and Mr. Lyon and forwarded to Mr. Tornetta for his review. Mr. Tornetta will  be invited to attend a Board of Supervisor’s meeting to discuss the proposed overlay district zoning. Mr. Lyon recalled to everyone’s attention  that the overlay ordinance is for all of the Commercial Zoning along Route 422 with the intent of consolidating smaller parcels into larger parcels for the purpose of facilitating higher and better uses for the township and maximizing non-residential tax ratable. 

AWIP- Mr. Boland suggested Spotts Stevens and McCoy review the following relative to the AWIP zoning:  Under the uses permitted section, listing the compound uses and adding “and no other uses permitted”. Second under prohibited uses- Incineration, also list medical waste as a prohibited use. Third under uses not allowed- list- Chemical manufacture listing specific uses not wanted. And fourth list Trash transfer stations as a specific non permitted use. Mr. Lyon will contact Tim Krall, Spotts Stevens & McCoy to request their review and suggestions and discussion at the next meeting.
CONSULTANTS REPORTS
Mr. Boland reported he and Mr. Lyon met with Pa American Water relative to the Thalia Lane  installation of the 400 foot water line extension. The grant will allow Amity Township to bid and install the extension. PA American Water will provide service lines and taps to the curb boxes.  Each connection will  require a meter  pit. Any work done by the township or the successful bidder will be reimbursed through the grant. Mr. Jones requests Mr. Lyon solicit 4 or 5 bids for the work.  
NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Weller moved seconded by Mr. Jones to approve employee Alistair Howell-Clarke attend two upcoming LTAP training seminars for Fleet Management, Municipal Bidding: Public Works Equipment & Services. Motion carried 4-0.
Mr. Lyon discussed the first rough draft of the Budget is available to all Board of Supervisors. Mr. Yanos  said all contract employees will be receiving 4% increases. The Board of Supervisor’s directed staff to meet with internal departments for review of their proposals. The Board of Supervisor’s is not interested in raising taxes. Any committees needing to review their requests shall meet with the board of Supervisor’s at a public meeting. Staff to set up and place on agenda as needed.
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager:  Mr. Lyon requested an Executive Session following the meeting to discuss personnel matters. Mr. Lyon reviewed the Assistant Manager’s report. Engineer Kraft has received good references for Milford Builders therefore as stated August 18th the Geiger Road Bridge replacement contract will be awarded to them. Easements are expected to be executed shortly. Mrs. McGrath moved seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize Mr. Lyon to attend an ACT 44 training to be held in West Chester September 9, 2010. Motion carried 4-0. Mrs. McGrath moved seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize Daniel Boone Optimist Club conduct the annual Halloween Parade on Tuesday October 26th, beginning at 6:30PM. Motion carried 4-0.  Mrs. McGrath moved seconded by Robert Yanos to send the current list of Road Sealing projects out for bid. Motion carried 4-0.
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones nothing at this time.
Mr. Weller nothing at this time.
Mr. Yanos reviewed Amity Township’s Fire Co Equipment lease. The lease purchase is for five years 
and the payments are in equal amount each of the five years. The payments do not decline as purported by Amity Fire Company Officials. The Board of Supervisors need to discuss how future payments are transacted. Does the board want to deduct October or March payments?
Mrs. McGrath nothing at this time. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Rick Cooper commented he has just begun attending meetings and was pleased to see the Board of Supervisors was concerned about how to spend money.
ADJOURNMENT& EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel 8:45PM.







Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Benson






Asst Secretary
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