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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

October 20, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The October 20, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

At 7:01PM the Board recessed to executive session to discuss a police personnel matter. The meeting reconvened at 7:08PM

ANNOUNCEMENTS  None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the minutes of October 6, 2010. Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Stepp and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  88,189.11  General Fund (1)





$    8,341.16  Fire Fund (4)


$  38,885.29  Sewer Fund (8)

$    6,912.72  Sewer EDU Fund (9)

$    1,078.41  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$143,406.69  Total  

The Treasurer’s and Tax Collector’s reports for September were presented to the Board for their review. 
REPORTS
Fire Companies   Amity Fire Company reported that their Open House was held on October 3rd and they are continuing with fire prevention in the schools. Monarch Fire Company stated that they were satisfied with the proposed budget for next year. Mr. Yanos questioned the budget figures for Amity Fire Company. Mr. Lyon reported that Douglass Township does contribute to Amity Fire Company both General and Relief Funds. 

Planning Commission  Mr. Boland reported that the proposed AWIP ordinance has been sent to Exeter, St. Lawrence and the BCPC. The Board thought that the school district should get a copy. It is on schedule for adoption on December 15th.  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the final plan of the Harner/Schaffer Annexation. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the 90 day extension of the Brutto plan. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve being a co-permittee on the HOP application. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Curt Clifford asked the Board to buy back two EDU’s that he had purchased for Amity Manor. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve the buy back two EDU’s at $3007 each. Motion passed 5-0. 
Recreation Board Mr. Boyer, Chairman of the Recreation Board, presented the Board with some budgetary estimates to repair the tennis courts at Amity Community Park and Lake Drive Park. He stated the Rec Board felt it was necessary for the Township to maintain the facilities, particularly at Amity Community Park. Mr. Yanos stated he was not in favor of raising taxes, and didn’t know if the Township had the money. Mr. Jones and Mr. Weller stated that the facilities should be maintained. 
Boone Area Library Budget Discussion Michelle Kehoe, director of the library, stated that the funding from the Township is necessary for the library to remain open. If the Township cuts their funding, the library would lose funding from Mascaro and the state. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to put the $15,000 back in the budget. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Weller opposed, stating he didn’t know at this point where the funding would come from. Bridget Gauchken, Walt Bottomley, Julie Frachia, Wanda Dresba and Stephanie Conlon spoke in support of the library. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland reported that the SMO ordinance will be advertised for adoption on November 3. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Weber reported that Woods Edge Phase 3A is not ready for dedication. All the physical improvements are completed, but there are some administrative items that need to be taken care of: a new letter of credit needs to be submitted; a new performance bond needs to be in place; descriptions of easements and maintenance agreements need to be signed. Mr. Grande is reluctant to post the escrow for the sidewalk and driveway aprons for the 5 undeveloped lots. Mr. Yanos stated that he must. 

Mr. Weber reported that the repairs to the roads in Glenwood Estates have been done. 

NEW BUSINESS

Amended Fee Schedule Resolution 10-08     Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt Resolution 10-08 amending the fee schedule.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Resolution 10-09 Closing Monocacy Hill   Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve Resolution 10-09 closing Monocacy Hill during deer hunting season.  Motion passed 5-0. 

Light Duty Policy  A proposed light duty policy was presented to the Board for review. It was the consensus of the Board to send the policy to the Solicitor for his review. 

Recycling Grant Application Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve applying for a recycling education grant from DEP. Motion passed 5-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon presented a third quarter financial summary to the Board. He reported that there had been vandalism at the Lake Drive bathrooms. The locks have been changed to close one half hour after dusk.  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to hire Kara McQuade as basketball monitor at $10 per hour. Motion passed 5-0.  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to terminate subscriptions to the Eagle and the Mercury. Motion passed 5-0.  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to implement the new cell phone policy as presented: 

Employees of the Police, Wastewater Treatment Plant & Roads Departments have been issued i580 Nextel Phone. Amity Township’s i580 Cell Phone Policy is as follows:

1. For the i580 phones, Amity Township does not subscribe to – TEXT, WEB or DATA usage for the phones. These phones are to be used for making phone calls, direct connect, and pictures for Amity Township business.

2. Pictures of broken pipes, property damage, etc may be taken with the i580 phone. If you need to download a picture for Township Business, please see Mrs. Benson or her designee to facilitate this process.

3. These phones are Nextel phone and direct connect lines.

4. Amity Township phones need not receive the Amber Alerts. In the event they do please contact Mrs. Benson to have removed.

5. The cellular phone is intended to be used for Township business. The use is a privilege and may be revoked. Charges incurred for unauthorized services shall be the responsibility of the user. 

6. Cellular Phones may be used for personal calls but should not be anyone’s primary use phone. Personal calls during the working hours are to be kept to a minimum and of a short nature in length. 

7. Communication is a critical issue for the efficient and effective operation of the Township. This is the basis for offering cell phones to employees. Personal use of the phones on nights and weekends is permitted within our policy. In exchange the Township has the expectation that the phones will be turned on and can be used for contact in the event of an emergency or call out situation. 

This policy is issued by the Board of Supervisors of Amity Township and may be modified, replaced or revoked at any time in their sole discretion. Furthermore, nothing in this policy shall be considered part of the employment contract, the collective bargaining agreement, nor be precedent setting in any fashion. Acceptance of a phone is an acknowledgement of acceptance of this policy.

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to affirm the declaration of emergency of September 30, 2010 by Amity Township in conjunction with the County’s declaration. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon stated he didn’t anticipate any funding. Mr. Lyon reported that the Weavertown drainage project should be complete soon. The Manager reported that the Township’s purchasing policy has been revamped and will be implemented after the Board reviews. Regarding the 422 Corridor Study, the DVRPC is trying to get opinions from all parties involved in the study. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to endorse the master plan as presented, but reserves support for tolling on 422. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Yanos opposed, stating that they shouldn’t be building trails in this economic climate. Mr. Lyon brought up a boundary issue at the intersection of 562 and Meeting House Road. There is a preponderance of evidence that the intersection is in Exeter Township, however, 911 calls still come to Amity Township. The Board suggested that the Manager contact Exeter Township. 
Mr. Lyon presented an RFP for plant design and bidding for the Wastewater Treatment plant expansion for the Board’s consideration. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the disbursement of additional funds to Monarch Fire Company as proposed by the Treasurer. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager pointed out that these funds come from the fire tax fund and can only be spent on the fire companies and items specified in the Pennsylvania Code. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones stated that the pump station at Sunset Knoll needs to be mowed. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Rick Cooper of Limekiln Road asked the Board if a four-way stop could be placed at the intersection of Weavertown and Limekiln Roads. Mr. Yanos stated that a traffic study would have to be done to see if the intersection warranted it. Mr. Weber stated that since three of the four road segments involved are state roads, PennDOT would have to do the study. 
ADJOURNMENT& EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed, the meeting was recessed to executive session at 8:40PM for personnel, 429 grievance update and land acquisition issues. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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