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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

November 17, 2010
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The November 17, 2010 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS  PA Turnpike Commission will hold a presentation in Valley Forge regarding future widening of the turnpike.

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of November 3, 2010. Motion passed 3-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mrs. McGrath and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  81,331.32  General Fund (1)





$    5,293.16  Fire Fund (4)


$  32,503.70  Sewer Fund (8)

$    8,830.02  Sewer EDU Fund (9)

$       668.50  Traffic Impact Fund (14)

$    1,255.91  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$129,882.61  Total  

REPORTS
Fire Companies    Monarch Fire Company held a chicken BBQ at Redners recently and had a good turnout. Amity Fire Company thanked the Board for their generous contribution for next year. 

Planning Commission- Final Approval Brian Marlow Plan  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the waiver request. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Boland explained that the driveway easement agreement needed to be finalized. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to grant conditional approved subject to the driveway easement being finalized in a satisfactory manner to the Solicitor. Motion passed 4-0. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Southern Berks Run Cards The Board discussed the run cards presented by Southern Berks. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to submit the run cards as presented to Berks County Emergency Management then study the cards and make changes if desired. Motion passed 4-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland presented the resolution to accept dedication of the roads in Woods Edge Phase 3A and the letter of credit for the 18 month escrow amount. A second letter of credit will be issued for incomplete items left in the development. This will be released when the items are completed. A third escrow amount for an additional 18 month period will be retained for any possible road damage that may occur from construction in phase 3B. Mr. Boland also presented easement agreements for storm water improvements and open space. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to accept dedication subject to receipt of the new letter of credit. Motion passed 4-0. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Weber reported that all damage to the roads in Glenwood Estates has been repaired and any remaining escrow funds can be released and the project can be closed. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the release. Motion passed 4-0.
NEW BUSINESS

Red Flags Rule Resolution      Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the resolution establishing an identity theft policy and appointing JoAnne Sowers Smith as the responsible party to operate the program and provide training for staff. Motion passed 4-0. 
Engagement Letter with Independent Auditor    Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to execute the engagement letter with the Independent Auditor for the 2010 township audit. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Boland will advertise the engagement.  

Energy Contract   Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to contract with Constellation as energy supplier for eleven township accounts for a 24 month period beginning in 2011. Motion passed 4-0. 
Small Tools Purchase Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchase of the power washer as proposed by Mr. Howell-Clarke. Motion passed 4-0. The Board discussed the purchase of the plasma cutter. Mr. Yanos felt the Township did not have personnel to use the equipment. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to purchase the plasma cutter. Motion passed 3-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon reported that there had been no progress with the PA American Water collection agreement. He has instructed the Solicitor to file a formal complaint with the PUC. Mr. Yanos asked if the franchise agreement could be terminated. The Manager presented the draft PPC from Entech and asked the Board for comments. The Township has received correspondence including a storm water plan from CCJM regarding the railroad bridge and the river bridge. They are asking the Township for their comments. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to authorize Mr. Weber to review the storm water plan. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Lyon reported that the second meeting of the MS4 coalition will be on Thursday. He stated he had attended the 422 Corridor meeting and informed the group of the AWIP project. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve sending Mr. Howell-Clarke to a “principles of paving” seminar. Motion passed 4-0. 
The Board discussed divesting the grader and purchasing a skid loader. Mr. Lyon stated that the skid loader would be more productive. Mr. Howell-Clarke received a proposal from Powerco that would essentially take the grader in on trade for the loader. Mr. Lyon reported that another municipality was interested in purchasing the grader and would allow Amity to use it for a certain number of days. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to allow the Manager to negotiate the best terms for the Township in divesting the grader and obtaining the skid loader. Motion passed 3-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. Mr. Lyon reported that the Rt. 82 Bridge is now the highest rated risk bridge in the state. The Monocacy Creek Interceptor project is now closed, although Ron and Linda Chiefo reported muddy water from their well along the line. The Geiger Road Bridge contractor hit rock in excavating the old bridge, so the project was somewhat delayed. They will set the culvert on Friday morning. Mr. Lyon reported that the EAC would like to apply for a grant for education. The grant would be 100% reimbursable. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the application. Motion passed 3-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. The Manager reported that he had submitted a budget for the water line at Thalia Lane to DEP. He stated that there is a tariff that governs PAAW and they may have to reimburse the Township some amount of money per user. Mr. Lyon reported that he had received field agreements from DBYS. They want the Township to continue to purchase infield mix, pay for repairs for fence damage and participate in improvements. Mr. Yanos stated that the Township should maintain the fence, but that DBYS should maintain any improvements that they build. The Manager reported that the County review of the AWIP was received. Mr. Weber stated that there was nothing substantial in the review letter and the Township could adopt the Ordinance as is, review the suggestions and amend the ordinance in the future. Mr. Lyon presented a sewer rate increase study. A $5 increase would generate $82,200 and a $10 increase would generate $164,400. A list of repairs and improvements was reviewed. Mr. Yanos stated it would be best to raise the rates at the beginning of the year. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to increase sewer rates $10 per quarter per EDU. Funds will be placed in a capital improvements line item. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the engineer to look at a section of Weavertown Road for safety issues due to a rash of recent accidents in that area. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Lyon reported that the Township could possibly refinance its debt and net a savings of $50,000, however, the Township would have to have an “A” rating. The Board directed the Manager to contact Concord Public Finance to get a preliminary feel of the probability of obtaining an “A” rating. The EDAC wants to conduct a seminar in an effort to keep businesses in Amity Township. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the EDAC hosting the seminar. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the purchase of 25 manhole inserts. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Jones stated that the inserts should not have weep holes or air vents. The Manager reported that someone has been seen pilfering through recycling bins for metals. Mr. Lyon would like to amend the solid waste ordinance to allow the issuance of citations to anyone caught. Mr. Boland will pull the ordinance. 
Chief of Police  The Chief reported that the calls for service remain the same. A local speed detail produced 41 citations, the highest speed was 81 miles per hour. The Reading Hospital will be providing defibrillators for every police car in the County. Corporal Scherer will be the accreditation manager for the department. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to send the Chief and Corporal Scherer to a litigation and liability seminar and Corporal Mileshosky to the POSIT program for first line supervisors. Motion passed 4-0. Chief Shuebrook requested the purchase of two desktop computers to replace two that are not functioning properly. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the purchase and set up of the two computers. Motion passed 4-0.  Brian Devlin’s personal car was backed into by a police car. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize Mr. Devlin to take his car to the body shop that he is comfortable with and the Township will pay for the damages of approximately $700. Motion passed 4-0. Mrs. McGrath asked the Chief if he can email residents in the Township when there are incidents going on as the Crime Watch did in the past. Chief Shuebrook replied that he could create a contact list. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mrs. McGrath asked the Board if a new fund raising committee for the library could be put on the website. Interested volunteers could contact the library. The Board directed staff to put an announcement on the website.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
ADJOURNMENT& EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Yanos and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 9:00PM for grievance issues. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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