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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

March 16, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The March 16, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Paul Weller

Scott Stepp

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Mr. Yanos stated that comments should be directed to the Chair, and the Chair will address the staff if he so chooses. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of March 2, 2011. Motion passed 4-0-1. Mr. Jones abstained. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$    74,459.79  General Fund (1)





$      5,286.31  Fire Fund (4)


$    53,037.87  Sewer Fund (8)

$         211.70  EDU Fund (9)

$         449.92  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$ 133,445.59  Total  

REPORTS
Fire Companies    Chief Zomolsky reported that the Amity Fire Driver had given notice. He asked the Board for approval to advertise for a part time position. It was the consensus of the Board to allow the fire company to handle the advertising and hiring on their own. Mr. Yanos asked if the concerns regarding Southern Berks Ambulance had been addressed. Chief Zomolsky replied that they had. The Manager discussed the new radio purchase. The County is willing to pay 20% of the cost. Mr. Lyon will have a rough budget to present at the next meeting.  

Roads 
Mr. Lyon stated that the mailbox from last meeting was repaired and the insurance claim against the subcontractor had been dropped. Regarding the Broggi’s mailbox, it was the consensus of the Board that the mailbox had been installed improperly. It needed to be installed to withstand thrown snow and that this box had cracked due to improper installation and age. They did not agree to replace it. Regarding the Sack’s retaining wall, Mr. Boland stated that the Township is not responsible for any improvement in the right-of-way. Mr. Yanos asked if there had been any discussion about removing the wall. The Manager will discuss with the owner. 
Recreation

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the Moonlight Hike on Monocacy Hill. Motion passed 5-0. 

Planning Commission

90 Day extensions  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller  to approve the 90 day extensions for Pagoda Motorcycle Club, Blacksmith Subdivision and Villa at Morlatton Phase IV. Motion passed 5-0.
Thornbeck Farm Annexation Plan  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the final plan. A note will be put on the plan that if the septic system fails, the house must hook up to the sewer system. Motion passed 5-0. 
OLD BUSINESS

Saldo Changes    Mr. Lyon reported that Steve Loomis had taken readings at various locations in the Township. Mr. Weber stated he would like to take additional readings and prepare a report for the April 20 meeting at no cost to the Township. He felt then the Board would be able to make a better assessment of a good minimum level of light. Mr. Weber stated that currently minimums are set for different uses. The maximum level would be set by foot candle levels at the property lines. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Weber provided an update on the Brutto plan. He reported that the plan for the retaining wall has been approved and construction should start soon. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland reported that a settlement release agreement with Bancorp had been received. The agreement stated that Bancorp will pay Amity $200,000 as full and final payment under the Financial Security Agreement for Pondview Subdivision. This will also terminate the lawsuit with Bancorp. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the settlement agreement and terminate the lawsuit between Amity Township and Bancorp. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Weller asked if the Township’s attorney fees would be paid out of the proceeds. Mr. Boland stated that his fees may yet be collected from Mr. Stitzel. Mr. Weber stated that as part of the municipal improvements, Pine Lane was to be repaired. He felt it was a good time to put pressure on the developer to affect the repairs now. The Board agreed. The Board asked Mr. Weber if he had reviewed a piece of property on Rt. 422. He said that a fire station could be permitted under conditional use and a modest size building could work on the property. 
NEW BUSINESS

Zoning Hearing Recommendation – Campos  Mr. Boland suggested not supplying a recommendation because of the conditional use application. 
Zoning Hearing Recommendation – Dolla Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to recommend denial because the application is incomplete and the Board did not have enough information. Mrs. McGrath asked why the application was accepted by the staff. The Manager stated that the Zoning Hearing Board solicitor did not want to risk a deemed approval. Motion passed 4-1. Mrs. McGrath opposed. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Jim and Georgene Jacobs of 723 Old Swede Rd. approached the Board regarding a sewer backup in their home. They had a similar situation in 2003. At that time the Township agreed to pay them approximately $6,000 for clean up of a sewer backup at their property provided that they install a check valve on the lateral and get additional homeowners insurance that covers sewer backups. The Jacobs did get the insurance, however, did not install the check valve. The Board was sympathetic but would not install the valve since the Jacobs were paid to have it installed in 2003. 
The Board was not in favor of providing additional services for percs and probes for on lot systems. 

Mr. Lyon presented costs on the Morlatton Village parking lot. Total costs would be $44,465. The project is on hold until a funding source can be obtained. 

The Manager presented the proposed road projects for this 2011. Using Liquid Fuels for the projects the fund would be overdrawn by $16,000 if all the projects were done. Mr. Lyon stated he would like to prepare bid packages. The Board discussed the repaving of Weavertown Road near Limekiln. Mr. Yanos was in favor of tar and chip. Mr. Jones stated he was in favor of the blacktop. Mrs. McGrath suggested the Manager try to find the $16,000 in the budget to complete all the projects and discuss again. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the road crew is excavating a sewer line on Magnolia to replace two problematic wyes in the line. A plumber has been hired to do the actual replacement. Mr. Wheeler is going to televise the remaining three wyes to see if there are significant leaks and if not they could be repaired by grouting. Then the line can be slip lined. 
The Manager reported that the Township had received $24, 248 in recycling grant money. 

It was the consensus of the Board to not allow any independent websites from appointed Boards or Commissions. 

Mr. Lyon discussed a letter received regarding a property at the intersection of Old Swede Rd and Rt. 562. The Comp Plan suggested that the area be zoned “rural village”. The Board agreed to look into rezoning the area. Mr. Boland stated that the Township would have to decide what to include in the zone. Mr. Jones asked to get other examples to look at. 

The Manager stated that there had been minor flooding at the plant. Another flood pump is needed. It was the consensus of the Board to move forward with installing the pump that has been at the WWTP for the last five (5) years. 
A resident on Birch Ct. requested the Township install a fire hydrant in their cul de sac. PAWC stated they would install the hydrant if the Township gave them a location. The Township would just have to pay the hydrant fee. The Board approved moving this forward.
The DBYS would like to install a drainage system at the girl’s softball field at Hill Road. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize LTL to put together a GP4 permit application. Motion passed 5-0. 

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to send Ali Howell-Clarke to the Equipment Operator’s Workshop. Motion passed 5-0. 

The EDAC would like to meet with the Board to discuss agenda items. Mrs. McGrath suggested putting this on the next agenda. Mr. Yanos suggested that the EDAC meet with the property owners of the PBOI zone. Mr. Jones stated he would like to see an agenda of what they would discuss. Mr. Weller agreed. 

The Manager presented a letter from Lynn Readinger and a proposal for a new well. The Board discussed that the proposal did not show any causal relationship between the deficiency of the well and the blasting for the sewer line. The Manager will send Mr. Readinger a letter. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the GMC truck at the sewer plant needed a new engine. It is used extensively for plowing. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the purchase of a new engine for $2350. Motion passed 5-0. 

Chief of Police  The Chief requested to send the Corporals to a “Police Conduct” course by Penn State Justice and Safety Institute in Downingtown at a cost of $990. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve. Motion passed 5-0. The Chief discussed the speeding allegation on Old Airport Road. He conducted 8 speed surveys involving 4,098 cars. It was determined that the average speed was 43 mph. Only 94 cars exceeded 55mph.
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones asked about the Campos conditional use hearing.
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
ADJOURNMENT 
Upon a motion by Mr. Stepp and seconded by Mrs. McGrath and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55PM.






Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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