Amity Township Board of Supervisors Meeting Minutes for March 21, 2011


Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

March 21, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The March 21, 2011 conditional use hearing of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 10:30 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Chad Lubas, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

Note: A stenographer was recording the meeting. 
Solicitor Lubas opened the hearing for a conditional use by Maria L. Campo and Lauren E. Baxter at 405 Farmingdale Drive by introducing the exhibits including the application, the public hearing notice, proof of publication of the public hearing, public meeting notice and proof of publication of same, affidavit of posting in the municipal building, affidavit of posting on the property, letter from Kozloff/Stoudt to the applicant, letter from Kozloff/Stoudt to zoning officer, letters to neighbors as well as all testimony from the zoning hearing that was held immediately preceeding the conditional use hearing into the record. Mr. Lubas stated that the Board could wait until the appeal period passes to make their decision, but they don’t have to. The consensus of the Board was to move forward. Mr. Yanos was concerned about the detention ponds. He didn’t feel that manure should be spread in them or allow horses should be allowed on them. Asked about the operating hours, the applicant had no problem with the stated hours of operation and Sunday usage as testified at the zoning hearing. Mr. Yanos asked if the applicant would provide background checks on volunteers and workers at the farm. Ms. Campo stated they would. The Board discussed that the use would stay with the applicant and not transfer to a new owner. The number of animals would be limited by the ordinance. Thomas Ferrante of 406 Farmingdale Dr. was concerned about the hours of operation. Mr. Jones explained that the applicant would have to abide by the noise ordinance. Mr. Weller asked if the applicant would haul manure off site if necessary. Mr. Jones asked if they were going to fence the entire property. Ms. Campo stated that they were for insurance reasons. He asked if the fence would disturb the stormwater management facility. The applicant was aware that they are responsible for maintenance of the detention ponds, however, an agreement was being drafted between the applicant and Grande Construction whereby Grande would still maintain the ponds. Matt Doyle of 400 Farmingdale Dr. asked if some part of the detention pond would be filled in, would they use that land for increased pastures. Michael Conley was concerned about poultry and swine. The applicant agreed to not have any domestic poultry or swine on the property. Mathew Kieke of 602 Farmingdale Dr. was concerned about the number of animals and water runoff. The applicant agreed to limit the number of horses/ponies to 11. Mr. Doyle asked if the trees around the pond would be cut down. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the conditional use subject to the following conditions: background checks on employees and volunteers, no outside therapy riding before 8:00 am., no one performing community service at the facility, no more than 30 cubic yards of manure stockpiled, no domestic poultry or swine, limited to 11 horses/ponies, one sign limited to 2 sq. ft., and all other testimony given this night. Amy Fazzari objected to the restriction on poultry. Motion passed 4-0. 
Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to accept into the record the 10 exhibits and all previous testimony from the zoning hearing. Motion passed 4-0. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to adjourn the meeting at 11:20pm. Motion passed 4-0. 






Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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