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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

April 6, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The April 6, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair (arrived at 7:30pm)

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

Scott Stepp

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Boone Area Library needs a trustee from Amity Township. The Berks Municipal Partnership will hold its breakfast for the south and east regions on May 4th. Any Supervisor wishing to attend should make a reservation by April 21. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones  moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of March 16, 2011. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of March 21 and 23, 2001. Motion passed 4-0. 

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$    65,985.13  General Fund (1)





$    63,436.00  Fire Fund (4)


$    94,792.17  Sewer Fund (8)

$      6,259.16  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$ 230,472.46  Total  

REPORTS
Code Enforcement 

The March report was presented to the Board for review. Mr. Yanos stated that he had asked the code enforcement officer to look into the property on eastbound 422. 

Road Department    Mr. Jones asked when the bathrooms would be open for the season. Mr. Howell-Clarke replied that they would be open by this weekend. The Board discussed who had access to the bathrooms at Hill Road Park. 
Recreation  Risa Marmontello of the Monocacy Hill Conservation Association provided an update on the invasive treatment project. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the payment to the Berks County Conservancy of $2470.00 for herbicide treatment. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize a letter sent to Slate Run residents regarding yard waste, burning and encroachment and the Monocacy Hill Park. Motion passed 5-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland stated that he, Mr. Weber and Mr. Lyon had met regarding the conditional use application for Leaf Creek Farm. 
NEW BUSINESS

Brutto Removal of Topsoil     Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the removal of topsoil from the restaurant site on Old Swede Rd. to Woods Edge.  Motion passed 4-0.

Haas Farm Insurance Question   The proposed farmer asked the Board if the insurance requirement for $3,000,000 liability coverage could be lowered. Mr. Boland suggested checking with the Township’s insurance carrier. The Board authorized the Manager to make a decision based the insurance carrier’s recommendation and ratify the decision at the next meeting. Mr. Yanos did not participate in the discussion. 
Award 1981 International  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve awarding the sale of the 1981 International truck to David Klein for $4,521.00.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Audit Notice Advertising  Mr. Stepp moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the advertising of the annual audit notice. Motion passed 4-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve sending Mr. Howell-Clarke, Robin Wade and Dave Marburger to an equipment operator training seminar. Motion passed 5-0. 
Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the repair of the 2004 International truck for $3017.00. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to authorize the advertising of the meeting change for the EDAC. Motion passed 5-0. The Board discussed the County’s Future Land Use map. Mr. Weber, after reviewing the draft, found some inconsistencies. The Yellow House area was discussed as being zoned Village Commercial, however large parcels in that area are in the Ag Security area. This could be an obstacle for rezoning. The Board authorized the Manager to draft a letter or attend the meeting to express the Township’s comments, furthermore, stating that the Township has not had enough time to analyze the map and would like an extension of 30 days. The Board discussed the street project financing. An additional $10,000 was received from Liquid Fuels and the Manager stated he expected a dividend check in excess of last year’s amount from the insurance carrier. Mr. Lyon stated he would like to get a project number from PennDOT and solicit bids for the various projects. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to have the Manager move forward with the projects. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos stated he was not in favor of blacktopping Weavertown Rd. Mr. Lyon reported that Union Township Supervisor John Salaneck was interested in representing the second class townships on the RATS committee. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to support Mr. Salaneck as representative. Motion passed 5-0. The Board discussed the remaining connections to the Monocacy Creek interceptor. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the Manager to move forward with legal action to compel those connections if they do not respond by the deadline. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager stated he had requested letters of support for Amity’s position regarding the timing of the repair/replacement of the River Road Bridges. He presented a draft letter for the Board’s review. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to direct the Manager to send the letter to PennDOT requesting the both bridges be repaired and closed at the same time. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon reported that the Boy Scouts would be building an enclosure for the water pump at Amity Park. The Board discussed the WWTP equalization tank proposals and agreed to have the three firms meet at the plant to give their presentation. The meetings would be advertised as a Board of Supervisors meeting. Mr. Lyon reported that there had been no change regarding the Readinger claim. Mr. Howell-Clarke reported that some of the beams in the salt shed have cracked. He will get prices for a new salt shed. 
Chief of Police  The Chief asked for new police badges that would have the officer’s badge number on it. The Amity Crimewatch will donate $500 for the badges. The Township’s cost would be $475. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchase of the new badges. Motion passed 5-0. Chief Shuebrook requested that two vehicles be wired and a new tracker device installed for a cost of $1985.00. Mr. Yanos felt that it was not necessary, and other vehicles could be used that already have a tracker. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the purchase. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. It was the consensus of the Board to allow the DEA to use the meeting room for a pharmaceutical collection site for unused or expired pharmaceuticals. The Chief discussed the new County radio system with the Board. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the new police policies as presented on February 24, 2011. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones asked if anything could be done regarding PA American Water’s restoration of Township roads. Mr. Weller stated that the turn arrow on northbound Maplewood Dr. is not consistently timed. Mr. Lyon reported that the pole at 422 and Monocacy Creek Road was damaged and will need to be replaced. Costs will be covered by the insurance carrier of the person that hit the pole. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Stepp and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 9:15PM for personnel issues. 
The meeting reconvened at 9:25PM.  Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to accept Officer Schlottman’s resignation. Motion passed 5-0. The meeting was again adjourned to executive for further personnel issues. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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