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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

May 4, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The May 4, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

Scott Stepp

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Mr. Yanos announced that the Supervisors at the March 25, 2011 EDAC meeting did not take any action regarding the new PBOI zoning district as reported in the News of Southern Berks. He also stated that the Supervisors, the Manager and the Solicitor met last Wednesday evening, April 27, 2011 to discuss labor negotiations. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Yanos  moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of April 20, 2011. Motion passed 3-0-1. Mr. Stepp abstained.

FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Jones, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$116,264.47  General Fund (1)





$    1,436.00  Fire Fund (4)


$121,262.20  Sewer Fund (8)

$    4,000.00  EDU Fund (9)

$  14,198.75  Rec Fund (13)

$    6,681.16  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$263,842.58  Total  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to approve increasing the upload speed of the Township’s internet connection. Motion passed 4-0. 

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the advertising of the 2011 paving projects. Motion passed 4-0. 

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve proceeding with the Hillview drainage project, phase 1. Motion passed 4-0. 
REPORTS
Code Enforcement 

The April report was presented to the Board for review. Mr. Jones asked if the accessory structure on Blacksmith Road was legal. Mr. Loomis replied that it was. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the purchase of a truck from Penske on the Costars contract for $24,808.92. Motion passed 3-1. Mr. Yanos opposed. The Board discussed the Shirey’s accessing their property from Sunset Knoll. Mr. Boland stated that if the Township gives permission to that access, the Shirey’s cannot then claim ownership through adverse possession. Mr. Jones suggested talking to the home owner’s association to chain off the easement. He was concerned about heavy traffic above the sewer line in the easement. The Manager stated the Shirey’s could use the stub street as long as it doesn’t degrade the improvements. He was concerned about the degradation of the right of way and damage to the sewer line. He stated he would prefer that they not use the right of way. The Manager stated he would contact the home owner’s association regarding use of the right of way. Mr. Yanos stated that it may be necessary to show the access point to the Shireys at the site. 
Road Department    Mr. Howell- Clarke reported that the alarm on the fuel tank needed to be replaced since it cannot be fixed. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve replacing the alarm panel for $1945 from Center Point Tank Services. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Howell-Clarke reported that the street sweeping came in on budget. Mr. Jones asked about who takes overtime. Mr. Howell-Clarke stated that it goes to the most senior personnel first. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Leaf Creek Farm Conditional Use Richard Almquist of Amity GCP Residential presented a letter to the Board waiving the time limitations and extending the deadline until May 20, 2011 for a decision on the conditional use hearing. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the waiver letter dated May 4, 2011. Motion passed 4-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland stated that the property at 176 Valley Road had been sold and the Township will receive the $3007 tapping fee soon. He also stated he sent a letter to the new owner reminding them that they must connect to the sewer. Mr. Boland presented a draft PRD opinion to the Board for their comments. The Solicitor stated that he had approved the PAAW agreement to install the water main on Thalia Lane. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the execution of the agreement with PA American Water. Motion passed 4-0. The Manager pointed out that the agreement will have to be approved by the PUC and that may take as long as 30 days. 
NEW BUSINESS

Haas Farm      Mr. Weller moved to rescind the first award because the farmer could not provide adequate insurance and award to the second bidder who could.  Mr. Yanos refrained from the discussion. Motion passed 4-0.

Library Donation    Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to release the donation to the Library for 2011. Motion passed 4-0. 
Stormwater Pump Contract  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to award the contract to Blooming Glen Contracting for $58,722.   Motion passed 4-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon reported that the evergreens in the park are healthy and if it doesn’t require a license they can be sprayed for bag worms by Township staff.  The Board agreed to send Mr. Howell-Clarke to “Principles of Paving” on May 18th.  The Manager reminded the Board of the May 12th presentation meeting at the WWTP for the equalization tank project. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to have “caller ID” installed on the Township phones. Motion passed 4-0. The Coopers of 1611 Old Swede Road are scheduled for a SMO hearing. Mr. Loomis has requested that LTL Consultants attend the hearing with the Township. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve LTL appearance at the hearing. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos stated that Mr. Loomis should strengthen his skills in testimony. 
Chief of Police  The Chief asked to conduct leadership training for all officers in Gettysburg at a cost of $365. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the training. Motion passed 4-0. Chief Shuebrook asked to send Corporals Scherer and Oesterling to “Use of Force” training for three days at a cost of $90. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the training. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to sell a ballistic vest used by former Officer Schlottman to Justin Schlottman for $287. Motion passed 4-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Weller stated he had attended the breakfast with the Commissioners. The Manager of Exeter asked if Amity would “sit down” to see if our zoning is compatible. Mr. Yanos was not in favor. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mr. Weller and seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 8:15PM for personnel issues. 

. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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