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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

June 1, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The June 1, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:01 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller

Terry Jones

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

Ali Howell-Clark, Public Works Foreman

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller  moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of May 18, 2011. Motion passed 4-0. 
FINANCE

Moved by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  63,594.56  General Fund (1)





$    1,436.00  Fire Fund (4)


$  27,659.42 Sewer Fund (8)

$    6,549.73  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$99,239.71  Total  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve purchasing 500 recycling bids with lids for $6375.00. Motion passed 4-0. 

REPORTS
Code Enforcement 

The May report was presented to the Board for review. 
Road Department    
Mr. Howell- Clarke reported that PennDOT is mandating that anyone that works on a public road will need to be certified in flagging. Mr. Wheeler can arrange for someone to come to the Township and certify 18 Township personnel for a cost of $842.00. The certification is good for three years. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the training. Motion passed 4-0. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland stated the agreements for Pondview have been sent to Mr. Stitzel’s attorney. Mr. Stitzel will be posting a new letter of credit. Carole Scarito came before the Planning Commission concerned that she would have to submit a new plan before June 20th, 2011, however, because of former Governor Rendell’s extensions, the plan is valid until 2013. Mr. Boland stated that Fulton Bank has offered to refinance the existing $1,965,000 loan at a rate of 3.4% fixed for five years. If the $860,000 Sovereign loan is combined with the Fulton loan, the bank will offer a 3.3% fixed for five years. He stated that the cost to bring the Sovereign loan to Fulton will be approximately $9,000, mostly advertising and document prepearation required by the State because it will be considered a “New Issue”. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the Solicitor to proceed with refinancing of the Sovereign and Fulton loans. Motion passed 4-0. 
NEW BUSINESS

Award Thalia Lane Contract      The Board discussed the bids that were submitted. The apparent low bidder is substantially lower than all other bidders and may not have adequate qualifications. Mr. Boland suggested contacting the low bidder to see if they want to withdraw their bid and/or ask for additional documentation clarifying their qualifications. 
2011 Paving Contract    Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to award the 2011 paving contract to EJB Paving for $155,326.50.  Motion passed 4-0. 

Seasonal Requirements   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to advertise for 2011-2012 seasonal requirements.   Motion passed 4-0. 

Library Trustee Mrs. McGrath moved to table. Motion passed 4-0.
Vacation of Bieber Road  The Board discussed vacating Bieber Road. The consensus of the Board was not to do anything until they know how much it would cost the Township. Mr. Weller stated he didn’t want to spend any money to give the road away. The Board requested comments from the fire companies and emergency services on any negative impact, closing the street would have on the provision of their respective services.
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon reported that UGI would like the Township to grant them an easement to run a natural gas line to Brutto’s restaurant on 662. Mr. Yanos stated he thought they could go across the church’s property or in the street. It was the consensus of the Board to not grant an easement. The Manager will talk to UGI. Mr. Lyon reported that there had been an electrical problem with the pump station in the Plowfield’s property, but there was no spillage. The Manager stated he had met with PACT Construction regarding outstanding items in the Monocacy Interceptor project. The paving repairs will be done in August which will allow more time to see if any additional settling occurs. PACT agreed that they are responsible for the garage damage at Readinger’s property. The Manager will call Mr. Readinger to see if he will sign off on the damage to the garage. Mr. Lyon reported that the signal pole at Monocacy Creek Road and 422 was damaged by an auto accident. The pole was determined to be unsafe and was replaced. Bills for the replacement were sent to the insurance carrier. It was the consensus of the Board to go with the Manager’s recommendation regarding the equalization tank project at the WWTP. He will meet with the prospective engineering firm and work out a strategy to go forward. Mr. Lyon reported he is waiting for a response from Milford Builders regarding stabilization of the banks at the Geiger Road Bridge. 
Chief of Police  The Chief reported that Corporal Mark Scherer graduated from Northwestern University School for Staff and Command. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Chief to serve on the interview panel for the Fleetwood Borough Chief of Police search. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the Chief to divest certain  equipment at online auctions. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Chief to attend Standard Field Sobriety Testing at no cost. Motion passed 4-0. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the Chief to attend Basic Tactics for Warrants at no cost. Motion passed 4-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mrs. McGrath pointed out that the right of way off Lake Drive behind Lilac Drive was being used for racing four wheelers. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Dean Fick attended the meeting for his community and citizenship merit badge requirement for the Boy Scouts. 
ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Jones and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 8:15PM for personnel issues and labor negotiations. 

. 







Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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