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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

August 3, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The August 3, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Terry Jones

Scott Stepp

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

The Amity Fire Company is holding their annual carnival this week. Monarch Fire Company will be having a parade on August 6, 2011 to celebrate their 75th anniversary. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Yanos  moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the minutes of July 6, 2011. Motion passed 4-0. 
FINANCE

Moved by Mrs. McGrath, seconded by Mr. Yanos and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$  27,891.46  General Fund (1)





$  67,286.31  Fire Fund (4)


$    8,813.32  Sewer Fund (8)

$       522.60  EDU Fund (9)

$    1,544.46  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$106,058.16  Total  

DONALD DOLLA CONDITIONAL USE HEARING 

Mr. Boland opened the hearing at 7:05pm. A stenographer recorded the proceedings. Mr. Boland introduced the application for conditional use for 2 apartment units at the property on Monocacy Creek Road; the public hearing notice; the proof of publication advertising the public hearing; the affidavit of posting by the Township Secretary; the affidavit of posting by the code enforcement officer; the letter from Kozloff/Stoudt advising the applicant of the hearing; the letter from Kozloff/Stoudt to the code enforcement officer to advise him of the time and date of the hearing; letters from Kozloff/Stoudt to adjacent property owners. Mr. Boland stated that the proposed use is permitted by right subject to any conditions the Board may impose. There were no other parties of interest. Mr. Dolla explained that he is using the first floor of the property at 108 Monocacy Creek Rd. for storage for his construction business. He would like to construct 2 apartments on the second floor of the building. He stated he received variances for lot area and setbacks from the Zoning Hearing Board. Applicant’s exhibit #1, the Zoning Hearing Board decision was introduced into the record. Mr. Dolla stated he believed the use conforms with the spirit and intent of the whole residential area and will conform with all federal and state laws. There are adequate utility services. The use will not generate traffic, and is appropriate and will not adversely affect the area. The hearing was closed at 7:35pm upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Stepp. Motion passed 4-0. After discussion, Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the conditional use subject to the following conditions: no more than 2 residential units ever; to abide by the zoning hearing decision of 6/20/11; a minimum of 2 signed parking spaces per unit with adequate overflow parking; no unlicensed and unregistered vehicles allowed; landscaping across the front of the building to be consistent with the neighborhood; 2 bedrooms per unit; a defined area for a driveway paved area of 12’ x 10’; to abide by all building codes and township ordinances. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Boland will prepare the decision. 
REPORTS
Code Enforcement 

The July report was presented to the Board for review. 

Road Department    

Mr. Howell-Clarke reported that the Weavertown paving project was completed and the Holly and Griffith paving project would be complete next week. 

Financial Report 

The Manager discussed the six month financial analysis. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Leaf Creek Conditional Use  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the conditional use and tentative approval for a PRD and adopt the findings of fact and conclusions of law. Motion passed 4-0. 
Woods Escrow Release The escrow account will be drawn down to $1420, with the difference of $1080 being returned to the Woods’ as was approved by the Board in September 2010. Mr. Yanos stated that he and Mr. Weller had signed a check for $24.42 to reimburse Liquid Fuels for a credit that was erroneously deposited into the General Fund. The Manager reported that the Beam on lot system was not maintained as was required according to the new owner, he had to repair at a significant cost. 

422 Overlay Review Letter The review letter from the County was received. 

Connection Agreement Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to approve the connection agreement for the last connections to the Monocacy Creek Interceptor. 

EDAC Mr. Bob Elsas presented several options regarding the future of the EDAC to the Board. There are only two members remaining. He stated he preferred that the group remain structured with modifications to the bylaws. Mr. Jones suggested soliciting new members. Mr. Elsas stated he could draft a press release and suggested changes to the bylaws. Mr. Yanos suggested that the Board discuss and meet with potential candidates during the first meeting in September and appoint new members at the first meeting in October. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

None
NEW BUSINESS

Pump Repairs to Rosecliff Pump Station Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the repairs at a cost of $6155. Motion passed 4-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon requested to attend a Local Government Advisory Committee meeting on September 1st. The Board approved.  The Board discussed the Luchenbach detention basin that was not draining. Mr. Yanos stated that the basin needs to be cleaned out. The Manager will send a letter to Mr. Luchenbach advising him of his responsibilities. If the Manager does not receive a positive response the Board authorized him to proceed with having the Solicitor draft a letter to Mr. Luchenbach. 
Mr. Lyon reported that the PAWC extension construction will start Monday. The Entech agreement was approved by Kozloff/Stoudt. Mr. Lyon reported that PennDOT offered to pay the Township $7180.55 to mow along state roads in the Township. The Board was not in favor. The Manager reported that the employee policy modifications have been implemented. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to have the Manager draft a letter to the BCCD stating that the Township thanks the Conservation District for their revised agreement; however the Township wishes to keep the agreement in place as it currently written. Motion passed. Mr. Yanos will sign the letter. 

Mr. Lyon reported that the Township had received the workplace safety committee renewal certificate which saves the Township 5% off the workman’s comp premiums. 

Chief of Police  The Chief presented speed details from last month. He stated that there had been two serious accidents on Thursday, July 28, 2011. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the revised policies: rules and regulations regarding request for leave; selection revising probationary periods; weapons; taser; and drug policy. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to authorize Officer Smith’s attendance at a seminar for gaining information from social networking sites. Motion passed 4-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Jones reported a tree obstructing sight distance at the intersection of Fancy Hill and Levengood Road. Mrs. McGrath asked where the Township would be picking up leaves with the new leaf vacuum and the access to the sewer ROW along Lake Drive was still open. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mr. Stepp and seconded by Mrs. McGrath and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 9:03PM for contract negotiations. 

. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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