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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

September 7, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The September 7, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:05 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Terry Jones

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Arro Consulting invited the members of the Board to the County Convention in October. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mr. Jones  moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of July 20, 2011, August 3, 2011 and August 17, 2011. Motion passed 4-0. 
FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Yanos, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$114,890.66  General Fund (1)





$  62,000.00  Fire Fund (4)


$  51,728.13  Sewer Fund (8)

$    8,430.95  EDU Fund (9)

$152,831.79  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$389,881.53  Total  

REPORTS
Code Enforcement 

The August report was presented to the Board for review. 

Road Department    

Mr. Howell-Clarke stated that he would like to postpone phase 1 of the Hillview drainage project since it was unlikely that phase 2 would be funded next year.  He suggested that the funds be used to do other road projects or crack sealing. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to postpone the project. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos suggested the Board conduct a road inspection, noting that the Supervisors have not done a formal Road Inspection in nearly (10) years. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Dolla Conditional Use  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp  to approve the conditional use and adopt the findings of fact and conclusions of law. Motion passed 3-0-1. Mr. Weller abstained. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the advertising of the 422 Overlay ordinance and the SALDO amendment ordinance for adoption on October 5th. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Boland discussed the 1982 Hafer plan. It was apparently approved by the Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors in 1982 but never forwarded to the County for review or recorded. Mr. Boland stated that he would like Mr. Weber to review the plan to see if it meets Amity’s current ordinances. Mr. Yanos stated he would talk to Terry Hafer after Mr. Weber reviews the plan. 
NEW BUSINESS

Snow Removal for 2011-12  Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to award the bid to David Klein as presented.  Motion passed 4-0. 
Budget Meetings Budget meetings will be scheduled for October 5, 19 and November 2 following the regular meeting. 

Barrasso Change Order #2 Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the change order for $4226. Motion passed 4-0. 

Gasoline/Diesel Bid Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve bidding gasoline and diesel. Motion passed 4-0. 
STS Escrow Release Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the escrow release as per LTL’s letter of September 1. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon reported that Douglass Township had closed Old Philadelphia Pike due to flooding. Mr. Howell Clarke will go down to the residents along Old Philadelphia Pike to inform them of the flooding situation resulting from tropical storm LEE. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to affirm the disaster declaration of August 28 through the 30th. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to make a disaster declaration for September 7 and starting at 1600 hours. Motion passed 4-0. Mr. Lyon reported that during the hurricane, he sometimes had difficulty communicating with the Chief on his Nextel. He stated that not all Nextel Towers have backup generators, so they fail to communicate. He suggested that the Township may wish to revisit the radio purchase and acquire several more for emergencies. Mr. Jones suggested that he talk to Verizon. Mr. Lyon reported that the fire companies have filed their information with the County for the grant application. Berks DES  reported that this was a requirement to receive County assistance. The Monocacy Hill Herbicide pre bid meeting was held earlier today and it was decided that it was too late in the season to apply the suggested herbicide. The project would be rebid in the spring. Mr. Lyon reported that the Township is looking for a basketball monitor. He also stated he would be contacting the developer of the McDonald’s property about a sag in the sewer line that needs to be fixed. The Manager reported on discussions at Senator Folmer’s unfunded mandates meeting in Harrisburg on September 1. There has been no response from Senator Rafferty or McMahon Engineering on the traffic signal mylars. Mr. Lyon reported that the Township will be receiving a reimbursement for the damaged traffic signal pole at Monocacy Creek Rd. The Township’s carrier will pay the claim, then subrogate the claim and hope to recover the amount from State Farm. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to endorse this action by the Township’s agent, Richard Hart. Motion passed 4-0. One more connection to the Monocacy Creek Interceptor remains unconnected. That should happen next week and that should close the project. The Manager noted the excellent work done by JoAnne Sowers-Smith to complete the connections and close the project. Grannan Development has requested a refund of his EDU reservation fees. Mr. Yanos moved to table. Motion passed 4-0. 
Chief of Police  The Chief stated that he is having his officers document their activities differently. He reported that several cars in Woods Edge have been broken into. None of the vehicles were locked. Additional policies were given to Mr. Boland to review. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Weller thanked Denise Larive for the cover story in the News of Southern Berks about the vandalism on Brown’s farm. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None

ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 8:11PM for contract negotiation updates. 

. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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