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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2011
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag

The October 5th, 2011 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS

Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Terry Jones

Scott Stepp

Paul Weller

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers-Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager 

Chad Lubas, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

None

PUBLIC HEARING 

Ordinance #274 SALDO Amendment. Mr. Lubas entered 12 exhibits into the record. There was neither public comment nor any comment from the Board. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt Ordinance 274 amending the SALDO. Motion passed 5-0.

Ordinance #275 Zoning Amendment. Mr. Lubas entered 18 exhibits into the record. There was neither public comment nor comment from the Board. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to adopt Ordinance 275 amending the Zoning Ordinance to include the 422 overlay district. Motion passed 5-0. 

A stenographer recorded the public hearing. 

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

MINUTES  

Mrs. McGrath  moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of September 21, 2011. Motion passed 5-0. 
FINANCE

Moved by Mr. Weller, seconded by Mrs. McGrath and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:


$ 310,995.14  General Fund (1)





$ 149,563.29  Fire Fund (4)


$   70,415.71  Sewer Fund (8)

$     3,000.00  EDU Fund (9)

$     9,891.64  Liquid Fuels  (35)

$ 543,865.78  Total  

REPORTS
Code Enforcement 

The September report was presented to the Board for review. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the purchase of the 2012 code books. Motion passed 5-0.

Road Department    

Mr. Howell-Clarke stated that he needed to purchase new tires for some of the road equipment. The Board discussed the pricing and quality of the tires. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to spend no more than $5,851 on new tires for the equipment. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Jones commended the road crew on the work that they did at the Hill Road parking lot.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

MOU with the Conservation District  The Board discussed the ramifications of refusing to sign the agreement. The manager stated the Township would probably be fined under the MS4 regulations. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to execute the MOU. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Weller opposed. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

None
NEW BUSINESS

Basketball Monitor  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to hire Corey Fulmer as basketball monitor at $10 per hour.  Motion passed 5-0. 
Fuel Bids  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to award the bid for diesel and gasoline to Isobunkers and heating oil to Leffler Energy. Motion passed 5-0. 
Administration  Zone Compressor  Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the expenditure to replace the air conditioning compressor for the administration building.  Motion passed 5-0. 

TIP Submission  Mr. Lyon stated that the RATS has asked for projects to put on the 12 year plan. The Board discussed the submission of the Weavertown Rd/Meeting House Rd intersection and the planning of the AWIP. Mr. Yanos suggested submitting widening of Old Airport Rd between 422 Eastbound and Westbound. The Board agreed. The Manager suggested putting that project at the top of the list. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Stepp to submit the three projects to the RATS. Motion passed 5-0. 
EIT Ordinance  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the advertising of the ordinance as required by Act 32. Motion passed 5-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager.   Mr. Lyon presented Mr. Weber’s letter regarding the pipe on Russell Avenue to the Board, noting that he will forward a copy to the Goodeougns.
Chief of Police  Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to send six officers to “Serious Mental Illness: Protecting Officer Safety” at no cost to the Township. Motion passed 5-0. 
SUPERVISORS 

Mr. Stepp commented on the erosion in front of the George Douglass mansion from storm water. He stated that a private donation offer was made of $10,000 to $15,000 to remediate the drainage problem in the area and for the parking lot. Mr. Yanos suggested that the Manager, Mr. Howell-Clarke and Mr. Stepp go look at the area. 
PUBLIC COMMENT
None

BUDGET DISCUSSION

A draft budget was presented to the Board for review. Most departments had a zero percentage increase except for contractual items. Items that were discussed to balance the budget were: purchasing a police vehicle and  paying off the Haas farm loan in 2011. For 2012,  not filling the vacant police officer position, cutting library funding, reducing meetings to once per month, not have attorneys attend any meetings and possible staff reductions. Mr. Jones stated he was not in favor of not hiring the police officer. He suggested enacting a “recreation tax” to pay for the park debt. Mr. Yanos stated he did not want to raise taxes. The Board discussed the ambulance funding. Next budget meeting will be October 19th. 

ADJOURNMENT & EXECUTIVE SESSION
Upon a motion by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Stepp and duly passed, the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 8:22PM for contract negotiation updates. 

. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers-Smith 







Secretary/Treasurer
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