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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

   Meeting Minutes
July 18, 2012
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The July 18, 2012 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Municipal Township Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:03 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS
Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair

Paul Weller
Terry Jones
Richard Gokey
STAFF

JoAnne Sowers Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager 

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt
John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants

ANNOUNCEMENTS

None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

None

MINUTES  

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the minutes of July 3, 2012.  Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:

$   68,282.38  General Fund (1)





$   68,980.99  Fire Fund (4)


$   41,975.44  Sewer Fund (8)

$     8,356.05  Edu Fund (9)

$     5,662.27  Liquid Fuels (35)

$ 193,257.13  Total  

The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s Report for June was presented to the Board for review. The Manager reported that the Township had received a $288,000 EIT payment.

REPORTS

Fire Companies 
None

Planning Commission 
Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to grant the 90 day extension to Merritt’s. Motion passed 5-0. 

Dave Walsh, owner of BlackJax restaurant, asked the Board for permission to install a stone parking lot on an adjacent lot for overflow parking. The Board discussed the current ordinance requirement for parking. Mr. Walsh stated he would like to put in a stone lot because of the cost. Mr. Weber stated that a stone lot is considered impervious and would require an E&S permit. Mr. Jones asked if a temporary permit could be issued. Mr. Gokey suggested that Mr. Walsh get his restaurant open and apply for his E& S Permit for additional parking for the nightclub. The Board agreed to waive the formal land development plan for the parking. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

None

ENGINEER’S REPORT 
Mr. Weber presented his parking lot analysis, but stated that it had not yet been reviewed by the Planning Commission. Mr. Yanos stated he felt the 1 1/5 spaces per every 2 seats was more appropriate. Mr. Weber stated that using the square footage to calculate the number of parking spaces required would address some variables. Mr. Jones stated he didn’t feel the ordinance was broken. No action was taken. Mr. Weber reported that Mr. Stitzel should be posting the additional 10% financial security and an improvements schedule by Thursday. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the township seizing the escrow in the event that the additional 10% escrow and schedule for completion of improvements by close of business Thursday, July 19, 2012. Motion passed 5-0. 
NEW BUSINESS

Line Painting   Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the line painting in the amount of $16,425.38 excluding the white lines on Weavertown Road. Motion passed 5-0. 

EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager  Mr. Lyon presented a proposal from a company that will engineer and construct all the roads in the Township including financing for $5 to $7 million dollars. The annual payment would range from $587,000 to $881,000 for 10 years at 3.5% interest.  The Manager reported that Amity has two vacancies on the Boone Area Library Board. Mr. Yanos suggested contacting the Mom’s Club. The Board discussed the proposed ordinance for participation in the county’s MS4 public education and outreach program. Mr. Weber stated that what the Township does internally should be sufficient for the permit’s requirements as reported on the annual report to DEP. Mr. Lyon reported that the line into the Blacksmith pump station will be truncated to see if that will solve the sulfide problem. The Manager brought the equalization tank project to the Board’s attention. He stated it needs to be done within two years. The floating aerators and mixers are the cheapest alternative. Arro is asking for a 3% increase in engineering costs. Mr. Yanos stated he felt Arro should do it for the same price. Mr. Lyon reported that a vacancy still exists on the Planning Commission. He suggested running an ad in the News of Southern Berks. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve running the ad for a Planning Commission member and a Library Board member. Motion passed 5-0. Michael Reibert, of PennDOT is going to personally investigate the intersection of 422 and Monocacy Creek Road. Mr. Lyon reported he met with DES about the run cards for EMS services. He will meet with the fire companies before any changes are affected. The Manager reported that 5 RFP’s had been received for the pension plans. Committee reviews will begin August 2. Pump Station 5 has an existing elbow that is damaged and needs to be replaced. The project will cost $6,400. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the repair. Motion passed 5-0. 
Chief of Police The Chief stated that he had attended a business association meeting and that he had given plaques to the Crime Watch volunteers that had helped solve a crime.  

SUPERVISORS 
Mr. Gokey spoke about the County’s proposal to raise taxes. He stated he was going to call the Commissioners and encouraged the rest of the Board to do the same. Mrs. McGrath stated that the landscaping around the PA American Water pump station has died and should be brought to their attention. Mr. Yanos stated he would like to talk about the budget projections. Mr. Gokey stated that the Board needs to look at trimming the Police force. Mr. Jones stated that the Board should wait until October until better numbers are available. The Manager reported that in Western PA. the police budget is 57% of the total budget in communities similar to Amity. Mr. Gokey stated that the Township should do something earlier than later. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to reduce the police force by one officer effective September 1, 2012 to reduce the deficit in the budget for 2013. Motion passed 3-2. Mr. Jones and Mr. Weller opposed. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Rick Cooper, of Limekiln Rd. asked if there wasn’t any other way to cut expenses rather than cut the police officer. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Upon a motion by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mrs. McGrath the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 9:26PM. Motion passed 5-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers Smith

Secretary/Treasurer
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