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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

   Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2012
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The September 19, 2012 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Township Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:02 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS
Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller
Terry Jones
Richard Gokey

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt
John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultant


ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Yanos stated long time resident Noel Davidheiser recently passed away. Mr. Davidheiser was on the Planning Commission for many years and very active in the community.  

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the minutes of September 5, 2012. Mr. Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:

$   71,462.41  General Fund (1)





$     5,485.66  Fire Fund (4)


$   32,834.47  Sewer Fund (8)

$   46,253.43  Edu Fund (9)

$        168.95  Liquid Fuels (35)

$ 156,204.92  Total  

The Treasurer’s Report and the Tax Collector’s Report were presented to the Board for their review. 

The Secretary provided a proposal to have the meeting room cleaned of mold by Service Master for $1764.24. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to accept the proposal. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Yanos to purchase a dehumidifier for the meeting room. Motion passed 5-0. 
REPORTS

Fire Companies 
Amity Fire Company reported that they bought a new utility truck and it is now in service. Mr. Weller informed them of the meeting with County officials regarding the radio system. 
Planning Commission 
Brian Boyer, representing the developer for Blacksmith Subdivision, was requesting conditional preliminary plan approval. The Board discussed the conditions set forth by the Planning Commission including the sewer capacity issue. The Manager stated that flow meter data has been collected and a baseline established. Peak flows now need to be measured, probably in the spring. Mr. Gokey stated he was concerned about adding 20 more hook ups to the line. The Manager stated that former engineer Motley Associates; felt the line along 662 was at or near capacity. It was the consensus of the Board that they needed more information regarding the peak flows before making a decision. Mr. Yanos discussed who would pay for the collection of data for the assessment of capacity. Mr. Lyon stated he was putting together specifications and pricing for this project. Mr. Boyer stated he was withdrawing his request for conditional preliminary plan approval. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to grant a six month extension for Blacksmith Subdivision. Motion passed 5-0. 
Rural Village Zone- Mr. Jones stated that the Planning Commission would like the Board’s approval of the map and uses before proceeding any further. Mr. Gokey stated that the map spreads the rural village way too far. Mrs. McGrath asked if by including the townhomes in Blacksmith Point would allow them to have more home businesses. Mr. Weber stated that the homeowner’s association rules would dictate what could be done there. Mr. Yanos suggested more discussion in four weeks. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Traffic Impact Fee- Amity Dentistry   Mr. Lyon stated that the project was proceeding, the permit is ready and the developer will pay a pro rata portion of the traffic impact fee. 
MS4 Ordinance – Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to adopt the ordinance which allows the Township to participate in the MS4 County cooperative to satisfy requirements for the new NPDES permit. Motion passed 5-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland presented two resolutions to authorize the seizing of the letters of credit for Highmeadows Phase 1 and 2 from Sovereign Bank. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to sign and execute the resolutions. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Boland stated that Heritage wanted the Township to seize the escrow for phase 3 as well, but Mr. Boland recommended against. The Board authorized Mr. Weber to prepare specs for the road contract. Base repair could be done in the fall and the paving in the spring. Mr. Yanos stated he would like as much to be done this fall. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the escrow release per LTL’s letter of September 14, 2012. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos suggested that the developer be apprised that they may have to pay the liquid fuels amount for 2012-2013. 

NEW BUSINESS

Woodland Extraction Ordinance     Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the advertising of the ordinance that removes woodland extraction from the zoning ordinance upon receipt of review by the Berks County Planning Commission. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Weber stated that the landscaping requirements will stay in place. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager  Mike Sassaman of Arro Consulting gave the Board an update on the digester project. Several repairs were discovered that are necessary. The amount came to $48, 396.50 which will be taken out of the line item for repairs. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve Change Order #1. Motion passed 5-0. McGovern Environmental presented a bill for $5047 for sludge surcharge due to the high amount of solids that were removed in the last few loads taken to Pottstown. Because of the clogged valve the solids couldn’t be pumped out and run through the filter press. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the invoice. Motion passed 4-1. Mr. Jones abstained. Mr. Lyon reported that PennDOT will not post Old Tulpehocken Road without Amity’s approval. Amity must then assume maintenance of the signs. Mrs. McGrath stated she didn’t feel trucks should be banned from the road. The Manager will relay the Board’s opinion to Exeter Township. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve attendance at the Benecon meeting on October 4 and the pre-construction meeting for the River Bridge Road project on September 28. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to affirm the purchase of a new phone system, due to the failure of the old system, from Heritage Communications. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon reported that he has received six promissory notes for the new narrowband radios. Five orders are on file with Radio Maintenance and the County DES. Mr. Boland is reviewing them all and they will require DCED approval. The requested non-appropriation language was not accepted by the County. No warranty is being provided by the County. Mr. Yanos asked if a decision was made to provide Southern Berks with radios. The Board had not made that decision. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize payment of repairs to a vehicle caused by a Township employee. The repairs are less than the deductible and will not be reported to the insurance carrier. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon reported that the micro-surfacing project was completed. Eight calls were logged regarding the rough surface. The Manager reported that the Shirey zoning appeal was denied. 

Mr. Yanos stated that the Luckenbach pond had been drained. Mr. Jones reported some street signs were missing in the Gardens. Mr. Yanos reported that the hydrant at Hill Road and Clarion was bent and some of the new hydrants do not have the locator sticks on them.  
Chief of Police The Chief presented his report to the Board for their review. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the private criminal complaint policy. Motion passed. Mr. Yanos pointed out that it was the intent not to charge for this service. 
SUPERVISORS 
Mr. Jones asked if the Dech ag security request was for a modification. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Weller the meeting was adjourned to executive session for personnel issues at 9:07PM. Motion passed 5-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers Smith

Secretary/Treasurer
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