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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

   Meeting Minutes
October 3, 2012
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The October 3rd, 2012 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Township Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:03 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS
Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller
Terry Jones
Richard Gokey

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt


ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mr. Yanos stated the meeting room had been cleaned. The Secretary announced that the Environmental Advisory Council would be planting trees in Amity Community Park on Saturday. Volunteers should meet at 9AM in the parking lot. Mr. Yanos stated that the Manager, Mrs. McGrath and he had met with PennDot about the Monocacy Creek Road and 422 intersections. PennDot officials stated that they did not want to go to a prohibitive  422 west bound left turn signal. They will adjust the timing to allow more vehicles to turn left.  

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

None

MINUTES  

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the minutes of September 19, 2012 with two corrections, Mr. Jones abstained on the vote for the sludge surcharge and the Amity Fire Company purchased a new utility truck and is now in service. . Motion passed 5-0. 

FINANCE

Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:

$  285433.78  General Fund (1)





$   89,653.67  Fire Fund (4)


$   52,460.83  Sewer Fund (8)

$      8270.22  Edu Fund (9)

$     7,557.36  Liquid Fuels (35)

$ 443,375.86  Total  

REPORTS

Code Enforcement
The September report was presented to the Board for their review. Mr. Yanos asked if the remaining lot in Highmeadows could be seized. Mr. Boland responded that the Township would have to get a judgment for deficiency then seize the lot. Mr. Jones asked if a building permit could be held. Mr. Boland responded negatively. 

Roads

Alistair Howell Clarke reported that the road crew is placing stone on  unimproved sewer right of ways so the camera and flush truck can travel them. He also reported that the street project had come in under budget by approximately $46,000. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Resolution 12-16 Modification of the 2012 Budget   Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to adopt resolution 12-16, modifying the budget for 2012 to accurately reflect the transfer of unencumbered  revenues and supplemental appropriations  of  unexpended monies between accounts. Motion passed 5-0. 

Basketball Monitor Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve Eric Rusiewicz as basketball monitor for 2012-13. Motion passed 5-0. 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Boland reported that the County radio situation remains unresolved. He stated he has two items for executive session. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager  An update with Heritage/Highmeadows will be given in executive session. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to allow the Manager to attend an American Water table top exercise on Tuesday, October 16; and to approve the Halloween Parade per their application on October 26 starting at 6:30PM. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager reported that he and Mr. Howell Clarke had attended a pre-construction meeting for the River Bridge Road projects. He stated that the contractor would like to do both bridges at the same time. The Board directed the Manager to send a letter of support to PennDot. Mr. Lyon reported that our current Workman’s Comp carrier, MRM, will continue coverage for Volunteer Firefighters at a slightly less cost than SWIF, however, if one cancer claim is made, all dividends will be forfeited for a (3) three-year period. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to move the coverage to SWIF for the volunteer fire fighters. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager reported that the Electrogage mercury meters in three pump stations are more costly to repair than replace. He recommended replacement. Mrs. McGrath moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to replace the three meters for $2295. Motion passed 3-0. Pump station 1 requires a back up float system. If installed now, It can be integrated into the pump station upgrade when that occurs. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to purchase the system from Reading Electric at a cost of $1,535. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon presented the 662 capacity flow data study to the Board. There is a three manhole section near Cider Mill that is over capacity, one section that is 75% to 80 % capacity and two additional sections at Pine Lane that are over capacity as well. The Manager stated that the line has been televised to see if there are any sags in the line. We are reviewing the tape. Mr. Jones suggested cutting the line where there is a 90 degree bend and installing 45’s. The Board discussed whether the Township would pay for the improvements or the developer. Mrs. Jacobs of Old Swede Road questioned the Board about the additional 80+ hook ups to the line as reported in the New of Southern Berks. Mr. Yanos stated that no connections have been approved. The Board agreed that no new development would be approved until the improvements to the line are made. Mr. Lyon reported that the Chapter 94 report had been accepted by PA DEP after several supplemental information submissions.  He stated that future reports will have to include pump station data from Amity as well as the municipal partners. The Manager reported that the contractor for the pump station flow meter project had hit a 2” bleeder valve at the Monocacy Creek pump station because the asbuilts were not accurate. The contractor is asking for a change order of approximately $14,000 because the line was eight feet deeper than thought. Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to approve the change order. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Lyon reported that Entech had given their final recommendation on the pumps for P.S. Seven. They are recommending replacing the pumps, since theeir analysis has determined them to be undersized. The Manager stated he had received a letter from Mr. Luckenbach regarding his detention pond. Mr. Luckenbach states he had his pond cleaned out and with the next rain it was clogged again. He blames surrounding property owners, including the Township. Mr. Howell Clarke stated he had inspected the Township properties and found nothing that would cause the occlusion. The manager said that the inspections would be done semi-annually and from now on photos will be taken for the file. Mr. Yanos stated that the property owner needed to do the work during the dry season and install a trash grate. He stated “ if you have a detention pond on your property, you are responsible for it.” The Board agreed. Mr. Lyon reported that there is progress at Pondview. Mr. Howell Clarke reported sidewalk being installed as well as additional earthwork and preparations for the street light installation.
Chief of Police The Chief presented his report to the Board for their review. He stated that there had been 11 ID thefts on Buckhead Lane. Other agencies are involved in the investigation. The Chief reported that Cpl. Brown had completed the supervisory class and now all four corporals have been trained. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve a class in explosive reaching for Officer High at no cost, and a two day commander SWAT legality seminar for the Chief at no cost. Motion passed 5-0. 
SUPERVISORS 
Mr. Gokey stated he had attended the tree tenders training and found it very informative. He stated that the Environmental Advisory Council will be planting 30 trees in the Park on Saturday. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Rausher, 1416 Old Swede Road, asked the Board at what stage the Rural Village zone was; do the neighboring property owners get notified; how did the Board decide which properties are included; and what does the Board envision this zone to be? Mr. Yanos suggested that he attend the planning commission meetings to voice his opinions. He stated that the planning commission tried to include existing businesses in the Amityville area. Everything can still be changed at this point. Mr. Yanos stated that the ordinance that would form the zone should be strict so as not to change the character of the village. Mr. Cooper of Limekiln Road asked if the tennis court light issue had been resolved. Mr. David Klein stated the lights are still on at night. Mr. Howell Clarke stated the lights are on timers and go off at 10PM. The Manager reported that the tennis coach stated, 9 p.m. is too early. The Board agreed to have the lights off at 9PM. They will be off permanently on November 1, when the Park is closed for the season and won’t be re-energized until the park opens next year, approximately during April. Mr. Rausher asked about dogs in the Park. Mr. Yanos replied that it is the Township’s policy to not allow dogs in the Park and the police should enforce the ordinance. Mr. Lyon stated that the school district has not changed their policy; however, they will allow the pet event during Community Days to continue with stipulations. Mr. Donald Meschter reported that the lights are on in the pavilion at night. Mr. Howell Clarke stated that they are on timers also. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Mrs. McGrath and seconded by Mr. Jones the meeting was adjourned to executive session for litigation issues at 8:45PM. Motion passed 5-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers Smith

Secretary/Treasurer
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