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Amity Township Board of Supervisors

   Meeting Minutes
October 17, 2012
Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag
The October 17th, 2012 meeting of the Amity Township Board of Supervisors, held at the Township Municipal Building, 2004 Weavertown Rd., Douglassville, Berks County, Pennsylvania, was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Robert Yanos.  The following were in attendance:

SUPERVISORS
Robert R. Yanos, Chair

Kim McGrath, Vice Chair 

Paul Weller
Terry Jones
Richard Gokey

STAFF

JoAnne Sowers Smith, Secretary/Treasurer

Charles E. Lyon, Township Manager

Kent Shuebrook, Chief of Police

Brian Boland, Solicitor/Kozloff Stoudt
John Weber, Engineer/LTL Consultants 


ANNOUNCEMENTS

None

PUBLIC COMMENT (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)

None

MINUTES  

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to approve the minutes of October 3, 2012. Motion passed 4-0. 

FINANCE

Mr. Jones  moved, seconded by Mr. Weller and duly passed to approve the following disbursements:

$ 232,128.20  General Fund (1)





$     5,485.66  Fire Fund (4)


$   53,024.31  Sewer Fund (8)

$   36,996.02  Edu Fund (9)

$ 101,976.94  Liquid Fuels (35)

$ 429,610.94  Total  

The September Treasurer’s report and Tax Collector’s report was presented to the Board for their review. The Treasurer reported that Pat Moore had successfully completed his probationary period. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to promote Mr. Moore to full time status at the conclusion of his 120th day. Motion passed 4-0. 

Pondview Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to adopt Resolution 12-17 to accept the street light in Pondview Subdivision. Motion passed 4-0. 

REPORTS

Fire Companies 
Monarch Fire Company reported that they had a successful chicken BBQ at Redner’s. They are looking to buy a new tanker truck next year. Mr. Jones reported that Amity Fire Company won 2nd place at the state fireman’s convention for the oldest pumper. 

Planning Commission 
Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve the 90 day extension for Merritt’s Subdivision. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Boyer stated that the delay was in an access easement with multiple owners. The Board discussed the Dech ag security application. Mr. Boland stated that the policy of the Township had been to take no action and in six months the application would be a deemed approval. The Board took no action. 
Southern Berks EMS 
George Mang of Southern Berks reported that their service responds to about 114 emergency calls a month with an approximate response time of 5 minutes. He asked the Board to consider an ambulance tax to fund the service. He stated that the Township could staff their own service for about $650,000 a year. About 14% of Amity residents are members of SBEMS. Mr. Yanos stated he was concerned about “reaching into resident’s pockets and taking their money when they can voluntarily contribute to the ambulance service.” 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Rural Village Zone    Mr. Gokey stated he objects to the map. He felt the zone should reflect the core of Amityville, and not meander up and down Weavertown Road. Mr. Jones stated the map was created to include existing businesses. Mrs. McGrath objected to the possibility of increased density in the area. The Board members will draw their version of the map and make changes to the uses and bring back to the Board for discussion. 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT

Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the advertising of the radio financing ordinance. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the appropriate officers to execute the police contract. Motion passed 5-0. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Weller to authorize the advertising of the woodland extraction ordinance. Motion passed 5-0. The Treasurer reported that the funds had been received from Sovereign Bank for Highmeadows phase 1 and 2. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT

Mr. Weber reported that work in Pondview is progressing. The last section of stormwater pipe had been laid. Paving is scheduled for the last week in October. Mr. Weber discussed a request from Greth Development for an escrow release for the Faust subdivision. Mr. Weber felt no funds should be released until the development was finished. The Board agreed. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to authorize the Solicitor to contact Heritage to prepare the deeds of dedication, if they refuse, Mr. Weber will prepare at a cost of $3600. Motion passed 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Budget Meeting The budget is to be discussed at the next meeting, November 5th. 
Closing Monocacy Hill Mr. Gokey moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to adopt Resolution 12-17 to close Monocacy Hill to the public during hunting season. Motion passed 5-0. 

Award Recycling Contract for 2013-2015:Sam Augustine, of JP Mascaro spoke about the benefits of single stream recycling. He stated that the Township could see increases of 30 to 50% in recycling tonnages. Dan McCauley, of Cougle’s Recycling, discussed his bid. The Manager stated that Jane Meeks of Berks County SWA had reviewed the bids in addition to staff before making the recommendation to award Single Stream to Mascaro and the sale of Commodities to Cougles Recycling. Al Degenaro, of Mascaro, spoke of their company and their bid. After much discussion, Mr. Gokey moved to table this item. Motion passed 5-0. 
EMPLOYEE/OFFICIAL REPORTS

Manager  Mr. Lyon reported that the Township will receive a $5,902 reimbursement from DEP for Act 537 enforcement. Pump station 7 was last upgraded under Motley Engineering. Mr. Lyon presented a proposal from Entech with two recommendations: replacing the grinder pumps and installing air release valves along the force main for a cost of $28,482. Mr. Jones moved, seconded by Mrs. McGrath to approve the proposal. Motion passed 5-0. Barrasso Excavating resumed work at pump station 4 last upgrade under Motley Engineering. Since he was already in the area, Mr. Barrasso fixed the  leaking meter pit on Thalia Lane at no charge to the resident. The diversion box project is all but finished, just waiting for the permanent gate. The Board discussed the contribution that Douglass/Berks makes to Amity Fire Company. The calls to Douglass/Berks amount to 12% of all calls. The Board and Manager felt Douglass Township should contribute their pro rata share. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to authorize the Manager to meet with Douglass/Berks elected officials. Motion passed 5-0. Mrs. McGrath stated she would also attend. Mr. Lyon reported that the Board may get a request from Representative Maloney regarding Beiber Lane. Mrs. McGrath reported that she and the Manager had met with Exeter officials regarding truck traffic on Old Tulpehocken Road. She stated the road should not be closed to truck traffic. The rest of the Board agreed. Mr. Yanos moved, seconded by Mr. Gokey to authorize a change order for the clogged digester valve at a cost of $2,810. Motion passed 5-0. 
Chief of Police The Chief reported that he had received another complaint regarding loose dogs on Monocacy Hill. He stated that he felt the sign should be changed to say “all dogs must be on a leash”. Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Mr. Jones to approve Interview and Interrogation training for Detective Smith; Police collision reconstruction training for Officer Moyer; and emergency management-active shooter training for the Chief, all at no cost but meals. Motion passed 5-0. The Manager stated that he would also like to attend the emergency management session. The Chief reported that Oley VoTech would be removing the decals from 26-4. Mr. Yanos suggested selling one or more of the unmarked cars, whichever one would have the greatest economic return for the Township. Mr. Weller thanked the Chief for giving the Boy Scouts a tour of the facility. 
SUPERVISORS 
Mr. Yanos asked how much it costs to fit out a police vehicle. The Chief replied about $6500 to $7000. 
PUBLIC COMMENT

None
EXECUTIVE SESSION & ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion by Mr. Gokey and seconded by Mr. Jones the meeting was adjourned to executive session at 9:30PM. Motion passed 5-0. 

Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Sowers Smith

Secretary/Treasurer
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