Amity Township Environmental Advisory Council

Amity Township Municipal Building

January 12, 2009

7:00 p.m.
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CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order by Jennifer Huha, chairperson.  In attendance were:  Jennifer Huha, Bob Hoeveler, Matt Gonder, Brian Miller, Sydney Kehoe, and Heidi Fisher.  Marlin Zechman and Scott Stepp were excused.  
MINUTES

The minutes from the December 8, 2008 meeting were approved with a 4-0 vote.
REPORTS

Berks County Conservancy – The next meeting is a lunch meeting on January 6, 2009 at noon at the Reading Country Club.  Risa Marmontello attended the luncheon.  Speakers gave presentations on stream and water quality protection of EV and HQ streams.  There are economic values of having and protecting these types of streams in your municipalities.  These streams should be looked at as part of our green infrastructure.  Grant funding was also discussed by the PADEP.
A meeting of the Berks County EAC was held on December 11, 2008 at 7 p.m. at the County Ag Center in Leesport.  Jennifer Huha attended this meeting.  The Berks EAC will continue with an emphasis on providing support to the municipal EACs and being an entity to provide an avenue for best practice sharing and project sharing ideas.  The next meeting of the Berks EAC will be in February 2009.
Forest Stewardship – The draft plan from Natural Lands Trust was presented to the committee.   After the plan is finalized, the Forest Stewardship Committee will likely be dissolved.  Parks and Recreation is looking for assistance from the EAC.     
Action:  EAC has reviewed the plan and is interested in carrying out action items within the plan to sustain Monocacy Hill Forest (Jennifer Huha).  Send letter to Township Manager by end of January.  
Leaf Creek Trail – no report.
Supervisors’ Meeting – Next Supervisor’s meeting is January 21, 2009 at 7 pm.
Parks & Recreation – no report
Planning Commission – no report.
OLD BUSINESS

Recycling – Sydney Kehoe reported that Dr. Otto, Superintendent of Daniel Boone School District, has reached out to the Ecology Club and is looking for them to prepare a recycling proposal to get recycling instituted in the school district.  The Ecology Club has prepared the proposal and submitted it to Dr. Otto for review and approval.  They are waiting on Dr. Otto’s response.  
Radon Brochure – Jane Meeks is looking into where the pamphlet may have gotten to with Craig Hafer.  Jen will check in with Jane to see if she was able to locate the pamphlet.  Heidi will email the pamphlet to all EAC members for review and comment.
Environmental Resource Inventory – This project is on hold to focus efforts on assisting Township with increased recycling education and efforts by commercial businesses and schools within the Township.
Amity EAC Vacancies – Matt Gonder and Robert Hoeveler submitted letters of interest in filling the two vacancies for Amity EAC.  The Supervisor’s voted, and approved both parties to the EAC.     
Amity EAC Budget – no report.
Public Comment – None

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  The next meeting will be held on Monday, February 9, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the Amity Township building.
Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Huha
Chair

