AMITY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

    REGULAR MEETING                   
February 13, 2008; 7:00 P.M.


The Regular Meeting of the Amity Township Planning Commission was held at the Amity Township Municipal Building located at 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, and PA.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Joseph Hayik at 7:00 P.M. with a salute to the flag.  The following people were in attendance:

Commission

Joseph Hayik, Chairman 

Neal Fisher, Vice Chairman

Paul Weller

Staff
Mr. Brian Boland, Kozloff Stoudt, Solicitor

Mr. John Weber, LTL Consultants, Engineer

Mr. Charles Lyon, Amity Township Manager 

Kathie Benson, Planning Secretary

Paul Weller moved Neal Fisher seconded to approve the minutes of the January 9, 2008 Regular Meeting with a change to page 2 under Vice Chairman Nomination. Neal Fisher was the nominated candidate for Vice Chairman. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Denicco,Body,Kutz Subdivision-Heritage Homes

Original submission in accordance with settlement agreement
Nothing to report at this time.  

Reserve at Golf Ridge(formerly Monocacy Tract) - Heritage Builders 

Original submission in accordance with settlement agreement
Nothing to report at this time.
Schmale Farm-Preliminary Plan-Bursich Associates-Route 662 & Pine Forge Road-118 Acre-223 Single Home Lot Subdivision


Original Submission 09.13.06; expires 12.20.06


Extension #1 approved 12.20.06: expires 04.19.07


Extension #2 approved 04.17.07: expires 08.07.07


Extension #3 approved 07.11.07; expires 11.07.07


Extension #4 approved 11.20.07; expires 02.20.08

Neal Fisher moved Paul Weller seconded the motion to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant a 90 Day Time Extension to this project. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Blacksmith Subdivision-Preliminary Plan-Bursich Assoc-Ralph Yocum-13 Lots

Original Submission 07.11.07; expires 10.09.07

Extension #1 approved 10.16.07; expires 02.16.08

Neal Fisher moved Paul Weller seconded the motion to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant a 90 Day Time Extension to this project. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Mr. Boyer reported the Conditional Use Hearing has been rescheduled for Tuesday February 26, 2008. Mr. Lyon reported McMahon Associates have reviewed the intersections in this area and improved recommendations may effect this development. Information to follow.

Arbour Green-Final Plan-Bursich Assoc-72 Townhouse Units


Original Submission 09.12.07; expires 12.19.07


Extension #1 approved 12.18.07; expires 03.19.08

Mr. Boyer has submitted legal descriptions for review. Mr. Weber will review the previously submitted escrow amounts. The owner’s signature block has been changed on the plan. Revised plans per LTL’s letter dated 01/03/08 to be submitted for formal review prior to approval. 
Hearthstone at Amity-Greth Development Group-Walter Greth-78 Bed Personal Care Facility/ Route 662-Preliminary Plan


Original Submission 02.13.08; expires 05.21.08

Mr. Greth reported he has provided a Draft legal description for the easement with Mr. O’Mara. Mr. Weller moved Mr. Fisher seconded to accept the preliminary plan for review. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Mr. O’Mara discussed drainage to the plan and was advised to have a meeting with Mr. Greth to discuss.

Villa at Morlatton-Bursich Assoc-Phase 3 Assisted Living Facility-Preliminary Plan

Original Submission 01.09.08; expires 04.16.08

Mr. Elliott reported they have come to an agreement with Norfolk Southern and will purchase the land behind the project. This will eliminate the setback and parking variances. Mr. Boyer reported the Zoning Hearing approved all requests. Curbing was drawn and agreed to the placement on the plan. 

American Crane-Land Development-Preliminary Plan-Bursich Associates


Original Submission 11.14.07; expires 02.20.08

Mr. Weller moved Mr. Fisher seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant a 90 Day Time Extension to this project. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
The Zoning Hearing has been set for March 17th. The common parking area in the back of the plan is planned as a stoned area to place the trailers and remove from the Route 662 parking at the front of the building. They plan on adding some landscaping in front.

I & G Douglassville, LLC- Corrado Iacovella-Commercial Subdivision-YMCA-Southeast Corner Route 422 & Monocacy Creek Road-Final 


Original Submission 11.14.07; expires 02.16.08

Mr. Weller moved Mr. Hayik seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant a 90 Day Time Extension. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Schmale Farm-351 Unit Apartment-Sketch Plan
No one was present to represent this plan therefore no formal review to take place at this time.

Stephen P. Dunning-775 Old Airport Road-Sketch Plan-4 Lot Subdivision
Mr. Dunning discussed his plan. At this time it appears there would be soils testing required on Lots 2 & 4. Lots 3 & 4 are in steep slope areas. Mr. Boland stated traditionally lot lines are straight from one corner to the next. Discussions followed relative to the sewer connections and Mr. Dunning was planning on a manifold line for all lots. Mr. Lyon stated in the past he has seen problems with this type of line. Making one party responsible can cause hardship to that property and repairs may not be made. A possible solution would be to place an escrow account in perpetuity for repairs. 

Buoni Property-55 & Older Community-116 Valley Road-Conceptual Sketch
Mr. J. Wil Hallman, Mr. Gary Gearhart, & Mr. John McMenamin presented the planning commission with a sketch plan for the site at this time. They would like to build 150 Garden Units and 82 Duplex Units as a 55 & Older Community. No Basements are planned for these units.  The plan is to build above the high water table area to be more feasible. A Soil Scientist and a GEO Tech were each advised to evaluate the site. The community is designed with a community center and walking paths. A variance hearing would be required. It was stated WRHD would like to keep the existing buildings and have caretakers of the community live there. They would own the streets and maintain the site.

Davis, Bucco, & Ardizzi-Radnor Development Company-Sketch Plan-Continuing Care Facilities-Route 422
Mr. Paul Bucco presented a plan concept for the former AC Burnet property along Route 422 West. The site is designed to have Assisted, Skilled, Independent & Nursing Care. Units depending on the level of care could have anywhere from 400 to 1600 square feet per resident. Other potential adjoiners are being looked into as well to increase the site. The plan as it stands at this time could potentially generate 9 million in tax revenue overall. They would be willing to allow the township architectural control of the buildings. Mr. Bucco stated they would also be willing to look into providing an area for an ambulance service to be housed at the site.

OTHER ITEMS

Daniel Boone Monocacy School-Pavers
The Daniel Boone School District has proposed an alternate material to stabilize the emergency overflow parking. Mr. Weller motioned Mr. Fisher seconded the motion to recommend the change conditioned upon Daniel Boone School District guarantee by legal agreement or escrow account at the Board of Supervisors discretion. This agreement will require Daniel Boone School District at their expense to replace any defective area with original paver. The school district also agreed to construct the 27 additional parking spaces with the alternate as opposed to constructing at a later date. Motion carried 3-0.
Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Monopole-Amity Gardens

The planning commission has no comment at this time.

Zoning Hearing

Richard L. Gokey-3011 Limekiln Rd

The planning commission chose not to make any comments to this application at this time. 

American Crane- 531 Old Swede Road

Mr. Weller moved Mr. Fisher seconded to recommend the Side Yard and Building Height Variances. The commission is currently looking into changing the building height by ordinance in the future. Motion carried 3-0.

Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Ordinance Review 

100% Age Restricted 

The Planning Commission will once again review at the February 27, 2008 workshop provided there is time.

Adjourn

Paul Weller moved Neal Fisher seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:40. Motion carried 3-0.

Neal Fisher- Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Benson

Planning Secretary
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