AMITY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING 

December 9, 2009; 7:00 P.M.


The Regular Meeting of the Amity Township Planning Commission was held at the Amity Township Municipal Building located at 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, and PA.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Joseph Hayik at 7:00 P.M. with a salute to the flag.  The following people were in attendance:

Commission

Joseph Hayik, Chairman

George Ferensick

Neal Fisher(arrived at 7:40)

Paul Weller

Staff
Mr. Brian Boland, Kozloff Stoudt, Solicitor

Mr. John Weber, LTL Consultants, Engineer

Mr. Charles Lyon, Amity Township Manager 

Kathie Benson, Planning Secretary

George Ferensick moved, Paul Weller seconded to approve the meeting minutes from November 11, 2009. Motion Carried 3-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

George Ferensick – yes

Paul Weller – yes

Route 422 Overlay District-East Amity Township 100 Acre Parcel

Mr. Jay Tornetta, Tornetta Realty Corp and Mr. Charles Guttenplan, The Waetzman Planning Group reviewed their proposal for an overlay district on 100 Acres or more parcels. 

Topics of Discussions centered on:

1. Mr. Tornetta stated the type of development placed on the land would dictate the type of entrance and exits required. They will expect negotiations to take place once a master plan is designed. They would like to design an overall master plan with condominium commercial ownership. Tornetta Realty Corp would retain ownership of the parking, and building ownership would be decided as the tenant wishes. Some retailers prefer to own their building while others prefer to lease. Agreements would be made with the owners stipulating what the owner can do with the building and for the protection of all users.

2. Mr. Tornetta stated a 100-Acre parcel requires more flexibility with Single Control. 

3. The recreational use they discussed in their proposal would be of the indoor design, which would create more real jobs.

4. Mr. Guttenplan reviewed residential uses on a site of this size is appropriate. Age targeting can be done by physical design and marketing to a different audience. Eliminating Single Family Homes removes the burden on the schools. Specific data for Berks County was not available however he has data from our neighbor Montgomery County showing there is a demand for Age Qualified housing, and Apartment Buildings do not impact the schools significantly. This data shows apartments generate 8 school age children to 100 apartments. He will share this data for our review. 

5. Building Setback requirements can be done to accommodate Emergency Vehicles. 

6. Mr. Tornetta stated residential should be no greater then 4 stories, office use would be 4 stories with a maximum of 52 feet, and hotel use would be no greater then 6 stories.  

7. Mr. Tornetta also reviewed their signs at other locations promote their users in a tasteful way. His experience in the past has been the commercial businesses want the signage and his monument signs are done with a design consistent through out the development.  

8. Mr. Tornetta will provide the Township with a list of other communities and contacts where they have built by a Flex Plan. We may contact them to review how this system worked by their experience. This will allow developers the flexibility to market their site. The planning commission would approve the site based on the site plan and if there are any changes staff has the ability to give final approval. If the township agrees the changes meet the ordinances then building permit can begin the process and not require a plan go through the review process. 

9. Mr. Tornetta and Mr. Guttenplan will review the discussions from this evening and prepare a response to Mr. Lyon’s letter to move forward.

Blacksmith Subdivision-Preliminary Pan-Ralph Yocum-20 Lot-Boyer Engineering LLC-Plan No CSO1-08008


Original Submission 06.10.09; expires 09.16.09


Extension #1 approved 09.16.09; expires 12.16.09

Paul Weller moved, seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant a 90 Day Time Extension to the Plan. Motion Carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

George Ferensick – yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Paul Weller – yes

They are currently working on the trip generation for the site. Mr. Boyer will discuss the fence requirements stated in the Zoning Hearing Decision with Mr. & Mrs. Dyer. Placing the fence in the location listed may cause them future problems when doing any maintenance to the barn and the snow and ice melting off the roof my just slide down and damage the fence also. Mr. Boyer will advise the out come and proceed accordingly.

Amity Self Storage West-David Fisher-Joseph Body-Preliminary Plan


Original Submission 03.12.08; expires 06.18.08


Extension #1 approved 06.18.08; expires 10.17.08


Extension #2 approved 10.15.09; expires 01.21.09


Extension #3 approved 01.21.09; expires 05.20.09


Extension #4 approved 05.20.09; expires 08.19.09


Extension #5 approved 08.19.09; expires 11.18.09


Extension #6 approved 11.18.09; expires 02.17.09

Nothing at this time.

Pagoda Motorcycle Club-MB Investments-Route 422 East


Original Submission 06.10.09; expires 09.16.09


Extension #1 approved 09.16.09; expires 12.16.09

George Ferensick moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant a 90 Day Time Extension. Motion Carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

George Ferensick – yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Paul Weller – yes

STS/Regent Development, LLC-Bohler Engineering-Commercial Land Development-Bohler Engineering-1188 Ben Franklin Highway


Original Submission 11.11.09; expires 02.17.09

The township has received two communications saying the developers have received LTL’s review letter dated December 4, 2009 and will comply with all the requests. They will revise the plans and submit prior to the January 13, 2010 meeting. 

Egan/Flexible Dev Co-1123 Ben Franklin Highway-Annexation Plan-Aston Surveyors


Original Submission 11.11.09; expires 02.17.09
Mr. Rich Hetrick stated they will comply with all of LTL’s Comments in the review letter dated December 4, 2009 and revised plans will be submitted prior to the January 13th Meeting.

Other

The planning commission agreed to continue meeting for Regular Meetings the 2nd Wednesday of the month and Workshop meetings if needed on the 4th Wednesday of the month. 

Adjourn

George Ferensick moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to adjourn the meeting at 8:35PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Benson

Planning Secretary
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