AMITY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING 

January 13, 2010; 7:00 P.M.


The Regular Meeting of the Amity Township Planning Commission was held at the Amity Township Municipal Building located at 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, and PA.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Joseph Hayik at 7:00 P.M. with a salute to the flag.  The following people were in attendance:

Commission

Joseph Hayik, Chairman

Dwight Buckwalter

Neal Fisher(arrived at 7:05)

Paul Weller

Staff
Mr. Brian Boland, Kozloff Stoudt, Solicitor

Mr. John Weber, LTL Consultants, Engineer

Mr. Charles Lyon, Amity Township Manager 

Kathie Benson, Planning Secretary

REORGANIZATION

Paul Weller made the motion and Dwight Buckwalter seconded the motion to open the nomination for chairman and nominate Joseph Hayik.  Motion carried unanimously3-0:
Dwight Buckwalter - Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller made the motion and Dwight Buckwalter seconded the motion to close the nominations and appoint Joseph Hayik chairman.  Motion carried unanimously3-0:
Dwight Buckwalter - Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller made the motion and Dwight Buckwalter seconded the motion to open the nomination for vice chairman and nominate Neal Fisher. Motion carried unanimously3-0:
Dwight Buckwalter - Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller made the motion and Joseph Hayik seconded the motion to close the nominations and appoint Neal Fisher vice chairman.  Motion carried unanimously3-0:
Dwight Buckwalter - Yes

Joseph Hayik- Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller moved, Neal Fisher seconded to approve the meeting minutes from December 09, 2009. Motion Carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

Dwight Buckwalter – yes

Neal Fisher - yes

Paul Weller – yes

Route 422 Overlay District-East Amity Township 100 Acre Parcel

Route 422 Properties has responded to the recommendations made by staff to the Overlay District Ordinance. It is recommended the Planning Commission review 422 Properties response and have their comments to the Planning Commission Secretary prior to February 3rd to be compiled for review at our next meeting for completion to pass along the Board of Supervisors.

Amity Township Western Industrial Park
Mr. Ray Ott presented potential revenues that could be realized on the site identified previously as a possible Western Industrial Park Site. Mr. Ott spoke with Berks Economic Development Partnership and the Greater Berks Development Fund to review possibilities for the site. Based on these meetings and potentially developing as a light industrial site revenue would be to the school districts benefit. Both organizations stated developing the site without any additional housing limits the possibilities to potential users. With no housing to the site and upon completion the school district could experience over 6 million in revenues. It has been the experience of the Greater Berks Development Funding Flex Space is more suitable for the site. They also suggested have the site studied for possible “blighted/underutilized” and prepare an Urban Renewal Plan. Mr. Ott presented the next course of actions that need be taken to move forward with this and that would be to:

1.Plan and notify the Berks County Planning Office

a) Exeter Township  

b) St. Lawrence Borough 
 
To Update the Joint Comprehensive Plan. 

2.Change our Zoning Ordinance to accommodate light industrial.

3.Update the Act 537 Plan. 
4.Update and restudy Amity Townships Roadway Sufficiency Analysis and Act 209 Fees.

Mr. Yanos discussed Greater Berks Development Fund has suggested the industrial site be expanded to accommodate the traffic flows through to Weavertown Road and allow another means of ingress and regress to the area through a major road. This may also allow the possibility to have Limekiln Road improved and straightened. 
Blacksmith Subdivision-Preliminary Pan-Ralph Yocum-20 Lot-Boyer Engineering LLC-Plan No CSO1-08008


Original Submission 06.10.09; expires 09.16.09


Extension #1 approved 09.16.09; expires 12.16.09


Extension #2 approved 12.16.09; expires 03.17.10

Paul Weller moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to recommend the Zoning Hearing Board grant the relief requested from Section 932(a) front and rear setbacks as needed to 1056,1104,1108, & 1116 Old Swede Road. Motion carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

Dwight Buckwalter – yes

Neal Fisher – yes

Paul Weller - yes

A revised letter from the James Munda, Amity Township Fire Marshall has been received and Ken Smith, of the Daniel Boone School District has requested grass to the area in question. Mr. Boland will review notes 24 & 25 to the plan. 

Amity Self Storage West-David Fisher-Joseph Body-Preliminary Plan


Original Submission 03.12.08; expires 06.18.08


Extension #1 approved 06.18.08; expires 10.17.08


Extension #2 approved 10.15.09; expires 01.21.09


Extension #3 approved 01.21.09; expires 05.20.09


Extension #4 approved 05.20.09; expires 08.19.09


Extension #5 approved 08.19.09; expires 11.18.09


Extension #6 approved 11.18.09; expires 02.17.09

Nothing at this time.

Pagoda Motorcycle Club-MB Investments-Route 422 East


Original Submission 06.10.09; expires 09.16.09


Extension #1 approved 09.16.09; expires 12.16.09

Nothing at this time.

STS/Regent Development, LLC-Bohler Engineering-Commercial Land Development-Bohler Engineering-1188 Ben Franklin Highway


Original Submission 11.11.09; expires 02.17.09

Paul Weller moved, seconded by Dwight Buckwalter to recommend the following waivers to the Board of Supervisors:

1. Section 304(c) and allow the plan to proceed as Preliminary/final Submission.

2. Section 510(I)(2) and permit the parking areas to be located seven (7) feet from the building in lieu of fifteen (15) feet.

3. Section 417 (d)(2) and provide shade trees in parking lot in lieu of landscaped islands.

Motion carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

Dwight Buckwalter – yes

Neal Fisher – yes

Paul Weller - yes

Mr. Weller moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to recommend the Board of Supervisor grant a waiver from Section 510(I)(3) and not require tire bumper provided 6 feet of sidewalk be provided to the 4 parking spaces.

Motion carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

Dwight Buckwalter – yes

Neal Fisher – yes

Paul Weller – yes

It was agreed with all the changes recommended by LTL be incorporated into the plan and given to LTL by January 21, 2010 for review it will be placed on the Agenda for the Workshop January 27, 2010.

Egan/Flexible Dev Co-1123 Ben Franklin Highway-Annexation Plan-Aston Surveyors


Original Submission 11.11.09; expires 02.17.09
Neal Fisher moved, seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant Final Approval to this plan. Motion carried 4-0.

Joseph Hayik - yes

Dwight Buckwalter – yes

Neal Fisher – yes

Paul Weller - yes

Other

Mr. Lyon discussed the only outstanding item for the Hess plan previously approved was the Traffic Impact Fee. Mr. Weller moved; seconded by Neal Fisher to make no recommendation at this time to the Board of Supervisor’s relative to the Traffic Impact Fees assigned.

Adjourn

Dwight Buckwalter moved, seconded by Neal Fisher to adjourn the meeting at 9:00PM. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathie Benson

Planning Secretary
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