AMITY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING 

April 13, 2011; 7:00 P.M.


The Regular Meeting of the Amity Township Planning Commission was held at the Amity Township Municipal Building located at 2004 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, Berks County, and PA.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Joe Hayik at 7:00 P.M. with a salute to the flag.  The following people were in attendance:

Commission
Dwight Buckwalter

George Ferensick
Joseph Hayik

Terry Jones
Paul Weller
Staff
Mr. Chad Lubas, Kozloff Stoudt, Solicitor

Mr. John Weber, LTL Consultants, Engineer

Mr. Charles Lyon, Township Manager

Kathie Benson, Planning Secretary
Paul Weller moved and Dwight Buckwalter seconded to approve the meeting minutes from March 9, 2011 Motion Carried 5-0.

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Blacksmith Subdivision-Preliminary Plan-Ralph Yocum-20 Lot-Boyer Engineering LLC-Plan No CSO1-08008


Original Submission 06.10.09; expires 09.16.09


Extension #1 approved 09.16.09; expires 12.16.09


Extension #2 approved 12.16.09; expires 03.17.10


Extension #3 approved 03.17.10; expires 06.16.10


Extension #4 approved 06.16.10; expires 09.15.10

Extension #5 approved 09.15.10; expires 12.15.10

Extension #6 approved 12.15.10; expires 03.16.11
Nothing at this time.
Pagoda Motorcycle Club-Preliminary Plan-MB Investments-Route 422 East


Original Submission 06.10.09; expires 09.16.09


Extension #1 approved 09.16.09; expires 12.16.09


Extension #2 approved 12.06.09; expires 03.17.10


Extension #3 approved 03.17.10; expires 06.16.10

Extension #4 approved 06.16.10; expires 09.15.10


Extension #5 approved 09.15.10; expires 12.15.10

Extension #6 approved 12.15.10; expires 03.16.11






Extension #7 approved 03.16.11; expires 06.15.11
Mr. Jon March presented a plan revised per all comments from LTL’s review letter dated April 8, 2011. Mr. Weber confirmed the plan is in good condition the administrative items have been corrected. Terry Jones moved seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 513(c)and not require an easement around stream channels B,C, & D as identified on the plan. This has also been reviewed and approved through the DEP approval process.  Motion carried 5-0.
Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller moved George Ferensick seconded to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 205(a)(13) and allow the design of a 24 foot width of macadam with 12 feet of stone paving, and exceed the 33 foot road width as required. Motion carried 5-0.

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Terry Jones moved seconded by Dwight Buckwalter to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 517(b)(12) and approve the trees landscape planting prior to installation. The 732 trees will continue to be planted. Trees to be proposed will be in accordance with the ordinance and approved by Amity Township’s Engineer prior to planting. Motion carried 5-0. 
Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller moved seconded by George Ferensick to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 517(c)(2)and not place protective fencing around identified preserved trees. The clubs wants to save as many trees as possible for shading however certain trees are difficult to fence. Motion carried 5-0.
Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Terry Jones moved seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 517(d) and not require landscape islands in the grass parking areas. Motion carried 5-0.
Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Dwight Buckwalter moved seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 520(d)(5)(v) and allow higher than 20’ poles and use full cutoff fixtures to the lighting. Mr. Weber stated a route 422 driver may be aware there is light at the site however no light poles will be seen from Route 422 with the slope of the site. Motion carried 5-0. 

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Terry Jones moved seconded by George Ferensick to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 520(d)(2)and allow the grass parking areas be lit using full cutoff lighting and the use of maximum cutoff sports lighting. Motion carried 5-0.

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller moved seconded by George Ferensick to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 520(d)(5)(iv) and allow a maximum intensity of 0.1 vertical footcandles at one location along the property line that adjoins other property owned by MB Investments near the entrance. Motion carried 5-0.

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Paul Weller moved seconded by Dwight Buckwalter to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s grant a waiver to Section 520(d)(5)(v) and allow 60ft poles with the maximum sports lighting around the riding area. It has been reviewed and does not encroach on any of the neighbor’s properties, nor are the poles visible from Route 422. Motion carried 5-0. 

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

George Ferensick moved seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Board of Supervisors grant Preliminary Plan approval to this plan. Motion carried 5-0.

Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Mr. Weber will meet with Mr. Lyon for a review of what items to hold as a part of the Securities and Improvements Agreement. This site is privately owned and maintained. 
Leaf Creek Farm-675 Old Swede Rd-GCP Amity Residential-291 PRD-117.52 Acre—97 singles/32 twins/162 townhomes
Conditional Use Hearing may possibly conclude May 4, 2011.
Villa at Morlatton IV-36,000 Square Foot Care Facility-Boyer Engineering-Hollenbach Construction
Original Submission 09.08.10; expires 12.15.10

Extension #1 approved 12.15.10; expires 03.16.11
Extension #2 approved 03.16.11; expires 06.15.11
Mr. Boyer reported Penn Dot has asked for additional information and Amity Township to sign as co-permittee relative to the sewer line. Mr. Boyer expects to return in May with all outside agency items approved. Paul Weller moved seconded by Dwight Buckwalter to recommend the Board of Supervisor grant a waiver and allow the plan submission as a Preliminary/Final Plan. Motion carried 4-1.
Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- No

Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Mr. Boyer will submit all easements for review to Kozloff Stout for review and construction cost estimates to LTL Consultants.
Zoning Applications
Donald Dolla-108 Monocacy Creek Road-Porch Encroachment to Set back lines
Mr. Dolla stated the review he is looking for is from Section 403(e). The decks would be built on the second level of the building with railings to allow access to the upstairs from the outside. They are planned at 11feet high and about 7feet extended from the building. Site distance does not appear to interfere with the roadway at all. The building sets back 31 feet from the shoulder of the roadway and the encroachment is within the right of way. Mr. Dolla stated his intention at this time is to build two entrances with decks for access to residential living on the second level. Mr. Jones questioned if this was for apartments. Mr. Dolla stated he was advised there was apartments previously. The planning commission advised Mr. Dolla if this was his intention to turn this into rental units he contact the Zoning Hearing Attorney, Jeffrey Summer and include the use as a part of this application. Mr. Dolla stated he is fully aware he needs to make a Special Exception application for the apartments and multiple uses if choosen. Mr. Dolla is aware another application will require another $500.00 filing fee. Mr. Dolla said he wants to conform with the MDR District Zoning. Mr. Lyon asked about the mixed use to this building. Mr. Weller stated any use to these buildings would not be considered a grandfather use due to the buildings being vacant for more than a year. After receiving more information about the Zoning Hearing Application Dwight Buckwalter moved seconded by Paul Weller to recommend the Zoning Hearing Board allow the second level decks to encroach on the setback line. It was further recommended the decks and patio below be equipped with railings for safety. Motion carried 4-1.
Dwight Buckwalter - yes

George Ferensick- No

Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes
Ordinance Review
Nothing at this time.
OTHER PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS:
Berks County Comprehensive Future Land Use Draft Plan-

Mr. Weber reviewed the proposed map and agrees the Majority of the Map is consisiant with Amity’s wishes. There is an area at the intersection of Route 662 and Route 562 designated on Amity Township’s Joint Comprehensive Map as Village Commercial. Discussion followed to say if any developer comes to promote any business in the area it will not be consistant with the County Vision map and will be another 10 years to the next change or a long process to change the existing map. It was felt placing this on the Berks County Future Land Use Map will allow for a small commercial business to move forward and not prevent them from considering this an area of interest. The area was discussed as a prime spot due to the main road intersection. It was discussed previously at the Joint Comprehensive meetings as a way to encourage Small Business Growth. Terry Jones moved seconded by Dwight Buckwalter to recommend the Board of Supervisor’s ask the Berks County Planning Commission to consider adding the Body, Galada, and part of the Scarito Property in the Yellow House area as shown on exhibit map as possible future growth area. Motion carried 5-0. 
Dwight Buckwalter - Yes                                                                                                                                           George Ferensick- Yes
Joseph Hayik - yes
Terry Jones - Yes

Paul Weller-Yes

Adjourn

Terry Jones moved seconded by Dwight Buckwalter to adjourn the meeting at 8:45PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
Kathie Benson
Planning Commission Secretary 
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