AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING
AMITY COMMUNITY PARK
 MEETING MINUTES

MAY 3, 2010

BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  David Rathgeb, Risa Marmontello, Joe Rusiewicz.  Also in attendance – Charles Lyon, Township Manager.
In the absence of Chair and Vice-chair, meeting was conducted by David Rathgeb, who called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm with the pledge to the flag.

MOTION to approve meeting minutes of April 5, 2010 made by Joe Rusiewicz, second by Dave Rathgeb.  Motion passed 3-0. 
Blazer Midget football lighting – John Okuniewski
Steven Keim has been working with John Weber on the lighting specs and issues such as soil stability.  More information is needed.  The 3 wooden poles were donated by P P &L and would be 40- 50 feet high and have 4 lights mounted on each of them.   The township would own the poles and lights once installed. Blazer Midget Football would be willing to maintain lights.  Wooden poles would not be ideal for aesthetics.
Citing safety and liability reasons, all recreation board members present were in agreement that the lights and installation must comply with township codes.
Amity A.C.  Basketball – Bob Smith would like to use both outdoor basketball courts for a basketball camp during the week of August 23rd.    Program would be open to residents of the school district and would run from 5:30 to 7:30 pm that week. They charge $25 a person to cover shirts and supplies.  The program was well attended last year.  The recreation board directed him to fill out a facility use permit. 
Mr. Smith also suggested that the township post a sign indicating how much many time allotted for each quarter in the lighting machine at the ACP tennis courts. 
Hill Road Recreation Area improvements- Lisa Miller represented DYBS to discuss the stone walkway proposed.  The board reviewed sketches.  Mr. Lyon said township staff could assist with equipment for the installation. Mike Dekker will provide stone. 

MOTION to recommend approval of stone walkway made by Risa Marmontello, second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 3-0. 

The drainage issue for Hill Road should be discussed with Steve Loomis.

More trash cans are needed for recreation areas and Mr. Lyon suggested that 6 new trash cans be included in the 2011 budget. 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT 
The grant funding for the Peter Jones House project has had multiple extensions.  The Amity Heritage Society currently has no location to reconstruct the building. The deadline for expenditure of the money is June 30, 2010.  DCED would possibly consider diverting the funding to a similar project in the township. One idea was using the funding for improvements at Morlatton Village.  The Schuylkill River Trail organization has supported this idea.
MOTION to approve the Leaf Creek Trail Feasibility Study made by Joe Rusiewicz, second by Dave Rathgeb.  Motion passed 3-0.  The plan will go the Planning Commission on May 12th and to the Supervisors on May 19th for their approvals.
Mr. Lyon would like to change the facility usage permit application to include a required pre-meeting for organizers of large events or events using vendors requiring electric.   

The township will soon be hiring a Public Works Foreman.
License Committee has had no meeting recently.
There has been discussion about the installation of a crosswalk at Weavertown Road connecting the township property with Amity Community Park.

The Eagle Scout project at Amity Community Park is underway.

Community Days-   An application was received by township for participation in Community Days event – September 10, 11, and 12.  Board will discuss at next meeting.  

Mr. Lyon will talk to the Oxenford family concerning their wishes for a memorial for Jake.

MONOCACY HILL UPDATE  

Risa Marmontello distributed an update on work done at Monocacy Hill Recreation Area in the past year and reviewed those items with the board.  Much of the work done was to complete recommendations in the Forest Stewardship Plan.  
She informed the board about a grant opportunity that was just received from the Schuylkill Highlands. The deadline for the application in May 27 and she would like to take the idea to the supervisors on May 5th and then submit a detailed project proposal to them on May 19th.   The project will be for habitat restoration and invasives treatment and removal under the conservation component of the program. It needs to be determined what exactly can be used for a match, other than cash.  The maximum request amount is $10,000. 

MOTION to recommend approval of grant application to Schuylkill Highlands, request not to exceed $10,000.  Motion made by David Rathgeb,   second by Joe Rusiewicz.   Motion passed 3-0. 
She submitted a request for two items:  10 tons of ¾” stone for park entrance to correct drainage problem from parking lot - price estimate from Eastern Industries - $8.50 / ton FOB.   Also needed are two signs for park access gates to prevent vehicles from blocking gate- price for two signs from SignKrafters- $50.00. 
MOTION to approve purchase of 10 tons of ¾ inch stone made by Dave Rathgeb, second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 3-0. 

MOTION to approve purchase of two 10” x14” aluminum signs made by Joe Rusiewicz, second by Dave  Rathgeb.  Motion passed 3-0. 
Dave Rathgeb asked whether anyone recalled the bank account for the skateboard park.  Mr. Lyon thought perhaps Elizabeth Veres had been in charge of the account.
Risa Marmontello mentioned that the field use agreements with sports organizations are due to be renewed in 2010.  She will bring paperwork to next meeting for board discussion.

MOTION to adjourn meeting at 8:30 pm made by Risa Marmontello; second by Joe Rusiewicz.   Motion passed 3-0.  

Next meeting will be held June 7, 2010 at the pavilion at Lake Drive Recreation Area.    

                                                                   Respectfully submitted,

                                                                   Risa Marmontello, Secretary
