AMITY TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD
AMITY TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL BUILDING

NOVEMBER 1, 2010    7:00 PM
MEETING MINUTES

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Risa Marmontello, Harold Boyer,  Dave Rathgeb, Joe Rusiewicz.  Jerry Kupp arrived at 7:25pm.   Also attending: Charles Lyon, Township Manager.

Chairman, Harold Boyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the pledge to the flag.

MOTION to approve meeting minutes of October 4, 2010  made by David Rathgeb; second by Joe Rusiewicz. Motion passed 4-0. 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT ( Attached)
Mr. Lyon explained the recent ordinance passed by the supervisors regarding carrying of firearms in public recreation areas.  Our own recreation ordinance was in violation of the U.S. Constitution by not permitting firearms. The new ordinance would permit firearms in all recreation areas except Amity Community Park, because of shared use with the school. 

Baseball Agreements-  Mr. Lyon presented board with draft agreements to review for next meeting.   After discussion it was agreed that Lake Drive and Myron Wheeler fields could be added to the DBYS agreement, currently written for only for Hill Rd. 

The development plan for the Leaf Creek PRD is moving along and will be brought to the Zoning Hearing Board on November 15th. 
Mr. Lyon shared some photos and a report of vandalism to the restrooms at Lake Drive. Costs to repair damage are not available yet.

2011 BUDGET

Board members received the proposed budget from Mr. Lyon prior to the meeting.  Board discussed several new items in the budget. Supervisors have discussed a revenue stream for recreation, perhaps a fee or tax or some kind to fund new projects and maintenance and upkeep of the recreation facilities. Board members discussed that such a fee, if enacted, should be designated specifically for recreation, including repair and upgrades to existing facilities. Mr. Lyon obtained cost estimates for court surface repairs to Lake Drive and Amity Community Park. 

MOTION to include cost estimates of $58,052.00 for Lake Drive and $27,942.00 for Amity Community Park to 2011 budget requests. Motion made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by Jerry Kupp.  Motion passed 5-0.
Mr. Lyon also mentioned that he would include the cost of the stones for the parking area at Morlatton Village in to the 2011, since the project would not be completed in 2010.

Ben Marchese, representing DBYS, mentioned that due to recent rulings by Tony Tucci,  DBYS was now open to the entire school district, including Birdsboro players.  This will result in many more players to the program and a need for more field space.  
Board discussed the DBCA requested tournament schedule and expressed concern that use of the fields to that extent would prohibit other organizations from scheduling there.   Mr. Lyon said that Mr. Tucci had agreed to work out the schedule with other organizations and would not need the concession area if the township had rental requests. 

MOTION to grant permission to the DBCA for the requested tournament schedule.  Motion made by 

David Rathgeb, second by Joe Rusiewicz.  Motion passed 5-0. 

No permission was granted for a door between concession areas at Amity Community Park.

Dave Rathgeb mentioned that additional “ no parking” signs are needed at the DB Middle School parking area. Mr. Lyon mentioned that Amity Police are the enforcing traffic at the middle school.
TENNIS PROGRAM- Joe Rusiewicz received information on a program by the US Tennis Assn.  for grants to fund tennis programs and upkeep of tennis facilities. 
FACILITY USAGE PERMIT- MONOCACY HILL -  Mr. Stubbe from the Pa Outdoor Lighting Council applied for permission to do a light reading at Monocacy Hill on the night of  November 7th.  The reading was to determine if the recreation area was suitable to view the night sky.  Board members had some concerns about this leading to more night usage of the Hill.  Mrs. Marmontello agreed to obtain more information.  No action taken on request.  

PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS 

MOTION TO RECOMMEND ACCEPTING RECREATION FEES  from Pagoda Motorcycles ($7041) and Villa at Morlatton Phase IV  ( $9,000) development plans and designating those fees to Amity Community Park. Motion made by Jerry Kupp; second by David Rathgeb.  Motion passed 5-0. 

LICENSE COMMITTEE – No meeting held.
MONOCACY HILL UPDATE

Risa Marmontello reported that approximately 400 native trees were planted by volunteers in the areas where Norway Maples had been treated.  The planning for the herbicide treatment of Japanese Honeysuckle has been difficult and the project will likely now be separated in two treatments spread over two winter seasons. This will allow for two types of treatment – foliar and stump spraying.  Also some retreatment to insure maximum coverage can now be done.Mrs. Marmontello will continue to work with Mr. Lyon on project specifications. 

2011 MEETING  DATES – Board members agreed to request the following meeting dates for 2011.  The board will meet the first Monday of the month at 7:00 pm with the following changes – June meeting will be held at Amity Community Park,  July meeting will be Tuesday July 12th, September meeting will be Tuesday Sept 6th at Hill Road Recreation Area.  

MOTION to approve meeting schedule for 2011 made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by David Rathgeb. Motion passed 5-0. 

David Rathgeb obtained an estimate for a movie screen setup for a possible movie night at Amity Community Park.   Board members discussed getting advertising to help pay for cost or charging an entrance fee.  Joe Rusiewicz said he has contacts with a company that has an inflatable screen set up for $500.00.  He will find out more information.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Ben Marchese ( DBYS) asked about the status of the infield mix order. Mr. Lyon said Ken Smith and Dean were coordinating the delivery.  
BOARD CONCERNS

Risa Marmontello asked for a motion on a resolution to close Monocacy Hill Recreation Area to everyone except hunters during the period November 29  through December 11th , with the exception of Sunday December 5th.  
MOTION to approve the resolution made by Joe Rusiewicz; second by David Rathgeb.Motion passed 5-0. 
The sign for Jake Oxenford Field was not yet been delivered.
MOTION TO ADJOURN meeting at 8:22 pm made by Jerry Kupp; second by Joe Rusiewicz.   Motion passed 5-0. 
                                                                               Respectfully submitted,

                                                                               Risa Marmontello, Secretary

