Amity Township Parks & Recreation Board

Meeting Minutes

October 3, 2011
Board members present. Harold Boyer, Jerry Kupp, Scott Weller, David Rathgeb. Attending were Marlin Zechman and Heather Unger.
Meeting called to order by Chairman Boyer at 7:02 with pledge to flag.

Motion to approve minutes from September minutes with the following changes.

1) Howard Boyer needs to be changed to Harold Boyer

2) Under new business sentence, “Dave requested that Brook give Chazz the specs for the events” Should read “Dave requested the Brook give Chazz the specs for the benches.”

3) Reference to “Blue Sox” and “Berks Baseball” should be Berkshire Baseball.

Motion by Jerry Kupp to approve minutes as changed second by Scott Weller. Motion passed 4-0

Township Manager’s Report: No report
Unfinished Business,
A.  Baseball Meeting: Scott and Jerry reported on the group baseball association meeting. The group discussion has seemed to settle the 2012 field usage needs. However, in the opinion of Jerry and Scott the continued health concerns of Toni Tucci and the potential for restructuring of the groups the issue of scheduling will come up again. Scott, said that he had an issue with tax payers of Amity Twp (softball teams) having to play their home games 45 minutes away. Jerry said he felt that there are enough fields in the township; but that they are not being used to the fullest since some groups blanket reserve the fields. The issue of the money being raised was again discussed by the board and the question of if the parks should see some of that revenue. The other 2 comments were one by Butch saying that while they (the baseball groups) think they have already put their 2012 schedule in place no one has submitted this to the Park and rec board and the board has the right to reject them. The other comment by Jerry was that since DBCA still has not signed the field agreement then no agreement no filed usage. Dave had also raised the possibility of funding a township employee to handle these issues among other park and rec items by requiring groups that use our facilities to pay. 
B.  Dogs on Monacacy Hill: The issue was again brought to our attention that there are some dogs on The Hill that are not on a leash. Apparently when someone approached the person whose dogs where not on a leash they were told that his dogs were under control even though they were not on a leash, and that was how he interpreted the sign.  The police chief’s suggestion was to update our park sign from “keep pets under control at all times” to include state that pets must be on a leash. It should be noted that our ordinance reads “leash, tether, or other appropriate controlling device” Butch’s comment on this was the fact that it seems that the police do not enforce the current “no dogs allowed” stated on Amity Community Park signs so how will changing the sign on Monacacy Hill improve the enforcement there?
New Business

A.  Trevitalize- Heather Unger and Merlin Zechman were present form the Amity Township environmental advisory board. They wanted the Park and Rec board’s support for the Trevitalize program which provides grants for tree planting. The park and rec board agreed that it was something they could support and that if approved the new trees should be planted in the Community Park. Heather and Merlin said that they were having Larry Lloyd form the Berks County Conservancy speak at their next meeting (10/10/11) and invited us to attend. Butch suggested that we contact George Tindal and Mr. Fisher from Fisher landscaping for input. Dave mentioned that perhaps the Lions Club could help since tree planting is a 2011-2012 international focus. Dave also suggested that the park specs be pulled since there were recommended trees in the plans for the park.
B.  Budget- for the 2012 budget  we will again be asking that the tennis and basketball courts be sealed at a cost of approximately $30,000 to prevent current cracking form becoming a large problem. The board also wants to know how split time is calculated for park and rec employee. Butch said that Park and Rec budget will be discussed on October 19th and said he will try to be there and encouraged other board members to attend.
Board Concerns: Jerry reported that he was aware of a baseball group practicing on our fields that were not from the township or school district. He said that it was approved by the school, but that the school made an assumption as to who the group was without getting the full information. This assumption was wrong. Dave suggested that this be brought up at a future license committee meeting.

Adjournment 8:20 Motion by Scott Weller, second by Jerry Kupp. Motion passed 4-0

Respectfully Submitted,

David Rathgeb

