

Amity Township Parks & Recreation Board

Meeting Minutes

Monday August 13, 2012

Call to Order/Pledge to the Flag:  Harold Boyer called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM with the Pledge to the Flag.

Attendance: Members present were Harold Boyer, Scott Weller (left at 7:45 p.m.), Lisa Miller and Jerry Kupp. Also present was Township Manager Charles Lyon. 

Guests: Brooke Kramer, Dan Clauser, Tony Corley, Lori Pence 
& Mike Billera-Smith
Approval of Minutes: July Minutes were tabled.

Berkshire Baseball: The Rec Board expressed concerns about Berkshire Baseball’s use of Amity Community Park. There are four major concerns:


1. Berkshire’s Tournaments impair the rental use of the 

pavilion by Township residents.


2.  Berkshire is using the Fields to raise money for its 

program and the park doesn’t benefit.


3.  Berkshire’s frequent use does not permit other Amity 

Groups to use the fields.


4.  Berkshire’s teams have very few Daniel Boone/Amity kids.

Mr. Kramer led the discussion attempting to address all four major points, covering some additional ground as the discussion proceeded. Following is a summary of his responses:


1. The park design makes it nearly impossible to separate the pavilion from any tournaments, whether it is a Berkshire or DBYS tournament.  There is little shade except for the pavilion and trees have not matured yet.  It was posited that a second concession stand might help? Because of the centrality of location of the existing pavilion, Mr. Kramer feels this will always attract persons using the fields and/or the walking path.


2.  In response raising money Mr. Kramer presented a presentation summary of what Berkshire baseball is and their brief history. They organized as a non-profit 501.c.3 in 1989 and have hosted baseball tournaments since 1990. According to the Berks County Visitors Center, the tournaments attract approximately 50,000 visitors to Berks County each year, generating an estimated $6,700,000.00 to the Berks County and Amity economies in 2011.  Berkshire baseball has on-going public private partnerships in Oley, Robesonia, Gibraltar and at Amity Community Park.  They provided a summary of the improvements that they paid for at each of these venues. The summary for ACP lists the following improvements:



2010: $14,000 estimated Improvements 



2011: $12,000 estimated improvements



2012: $ 1,500 estimated improvements *


Total contributions to date are approximately $33,825, plus $3,057 used for school related activities, totaling $36,882. This number does not include labor for field conditioning and contributions to the Daniel Boone Coaches Association, which include money and free/discounted tournament slots. Berkshire’s contributions to DBCA have subsidized registration fees for Amity kids, which are currently set at $240 annually.  The amount for 2012 has diminished due to rumors that Berkshires access to the fields would be curtailed. 


3.  In regards to field usage, there was a meeting held this year to discuss a more equitable use of the fields. Berkshire Baseball worked with DBCA and DBYS to provide more dates for DBYS, church ball and others. So far there have been no complaints about equitable use and anyone that has asked for field time has been accommodated to Berkshire’s knowledge.


4.  Berkshire presented numbers reflecting less than 10 per cent participation from Amity, Birdsboro or Union Township.  They said that other Amity Groups were given gratis tournament slots or reduced entry fee slots allowing more kids from Amity to utilize the facility. 

     Jerry made the motion: to use the field as long as we have a schedule and they are going to do all the up keep; with a financial break down of what monies are being put back in the field. Seconded by Lisa. Board approved.

The discussion closed with the Rec Board holding the status quo.  The full presentation from Berkshire Baseball is attached. There was a brief discussion regarding a per game charge. The Rec Board reserved the right to discuss this at the next meeting. Mr. Kramer asked that he be permitted to participate in the discussion before any vote is cast.  The Board Agreed.

Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) Tree Vitalization:  Marlin Zechman of the EAC presented their plan for planting 31 trees at Amity Community Park. Planting day is set for Saturday October 6th beginning at 9 am. 

Township Manager Report :  No further communications have been received from Wayne Ellington, regarding the basketball courts at Lake Drive.

2012 Community Days: All preparations are underway for September 7, 8 & 9. Fireworks are set for Sunday at 9 p.m.

Both lots on this project will be completed by August 17th. The Kiosks have been removed from our scope of work.

Tennis Courts were reported to be complete and back in use.

The USTA Grant did not materialize, but Renee Lentz thought we could still get $500 +/- for painting the blended lines.

Herbicide Project time frame is approaching. The window of opportunity begins September 25, 2012. 


Monacacy Hill Safety Project was discussed with the perspective Eagle Scout who will shepherd the project. The scout will review the project site and provide a suggested scope for the project. 

There was no other unfinished business.

The only item under new business was posting for No Unauthorized Vehicles at an open space area off N. Monocacy Road. Certain individuals were using the open space for a race track for motorcycles. One resident had constructed a large bridge from his property to the open space for access. The bridge has been removed and the area posted.

There were no new Planning Commission Items.

Reports

1. Licensing Committee met and discussed Berkshire Baseball, court projects, pets at ACP, watering of trees and landscaping, girl’s softball field drainage, walking trail condition, tree & shrub trimming, planting new trees and potentially enclosing the electric panels.

There was no Public Comment.

There were no Board Concerns.

Adjournment:  Jerry Kupp moved to adjourn.  Lisa Miller seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 PM.
Next Meeting Monday September 10, 2012 at Hill Road Pavilion.

